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PREFACKE

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded
interview conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program
of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Mahnaz Afkhami with
Hosein Sepehri in Washington,D.C. in September 1988,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in
mind that it is a transcript of the spoken word, and that
the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve
the informal, conversational style that is inherent in
such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies 1is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir,
nor for the views expressed therein,

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited
only by serious research scholars accredited for purposes
of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies, and further,
this memoir must be read in such place as is made available
for purpuses of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies.
No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part
may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any
other device.
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HOSETIN SEPEHRI

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Born in 1933 in Beerjand, Hosein Sepehri completed
his high school education in tehran and his university
studies, in the field of agricultural sciences and en-
gineering, in England. Upon returning to Iran in 1957,
Sepehri entered the Plan and Budget Organization and
began his government career as an agricultural expert
in Khuzestan's developmental projects. His later
responsibilities ingluded: chief of Plan and. Budget
Organization's bureau in Khorasan, deputy governor of
Khorasan and head of the agriculture division of the
Plan and Budget Organization., In the years prior to
the revolution, Hosein Sepehri was deputy minister of
agriculture,

Due to his direct involvement with a number of
developmental projects and his various planning and
executive responsibilities in the Plan and Budget Or-
ganization and the ministry of agriculture, Hosein
Sepehri's first hand knowledge of Iran's developmental
process and of a number of key players in this process
could be of value to the reader of this memoir.
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Educational background in Iran and Great Britain in

the field of science and agricultural engineering;
employment in the Plan and Budget Organization(PRBO)
inl957 and direct involvement with a number of develop-
mental projects in Khuzestan; the significant role

played by Abolhasan Ebtehaj in the planning and imple-
mentation of these projects; participation of American,
British and Dutch companies in such projects: 14

Voluntary sale of privately-owned lands in Khuzestan

for use in developmental projects; Ebtehaj's efforts

to obtain a $40 million loan from the World Bank; pro-
motion to chief PBO's technical bureau and deputy gover-
nor in Khorasan; PBO's relative independence from
government during Ebtehaj's tenure; a favorable review

of the goals, policies and accomplishments of Ebtehaj: 4-7

Description of the functions of the agriculture bureau

of the PBO; reasons for the critical stand taken by

Seyyed Jalal Tehrani, Khorasan's governor, against

shah's land reform program; the process of decision-
making for developmental programs at provincial levelsig-10

An analysis of the land reform program and its negative
effects on agricultural productivity and rural popula-
tion; viewing the shah's land reform as the root cause
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and causing the emigration of ‘peasants from the rural
areas; the problem of irrigation and water shortage in
Iran; references to population density prior to land
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Increase in the developmental budget in the latter part

of 1960's: the process of allocation of resources to
various sectors and the chronie rivalry between dif-

ferent ministries and institutions for ever larger

share of available funds; difficulty of overtly oppo-

sing shah's views in the meetings of the Supreme Eco-

conim Council; 14~16

The increasing reluctance among cabinet ministers to

Vojce critical views regarding shah's projects or pro-
posals; shah's insistence on being personally involved
in decision-making in all major areas; an appraisal of



CONTENTS OF INTERVIEW WITH HOSEIN SEPEHRI

SUBJECT PAGE

a number of ministers of agriculture particularly
Mansour Rowhanij recollecting Rowhani as a hard-working
honest, farsighted and patriotic man of action: 17-21

The project to increase Iran's production of agricul-
tural goods; a review of the areas in which Iran was
relatively self-sufficient in the years immediately

prior to the revolution; an analysis of the causes of
the revolution with an emphasis on economic and poli-
tical "corruption” and a hasty and ill-conceived land

reform program: 22-26
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