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PREFACE
This manuscript is the product of a series of tdi;e-recorded interviews conducted
for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Shirin Samii
with Nasrin Faghih in Paris, France, in November, 1983.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transeript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the
informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for
Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuseript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Ms. Nasrin Faqih was born in Tehran in 1943. She studied at
Jean d'Arc School in Tehran. She later studied architecture and received
a diploma in this field in Italy. After working for a year at the Plan
and Budget Organization on her return to Iran, she travelled to the
United States where she studied Islamic Architecture at Yale University.

While writing her thesis on the Architecture of the City of Isphahan,
whe was offered a job as the head of a team of forty architects and
draftspersons who were preparing the Master Plan for the city of Isphahan.
She worked on this project from 1973-1975. At this time she moved to
Tehran to establish her own firm. As the president of that firm, she
participated in the planning of the Architecture section of the Museum
of Contemporary Art.

Ms. Faqih was early involved in the revolutionary wave which began
sweeping the country. She participated with enthusiasm in a number of
demonstrations and took part in interviews with foreign journalists.
Later she became disillusioned with the revolution and tried to assist
in organizing the women's demonstrations against the Islamic regime's
compulsory veiling edict. She recalls her experiences with some leftist
leaders who effectively destroyed this movement by preaching unity with
the Islamic regime's battle against imperialism.

Ms. Faqih's recollections illuminate the trends of thought of certain
Westernized intellectual and professional elements in the country, who,
although quite intrigued by professional, cultural and economic possibi-
lities offered by the regime, joined the opposition in the hopes of gaining
fuller participation in the political affairs of the country. The memoir
also sheds light on the women's confused and conflicting roles in the
Islamic revolution.
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