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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by
Seyyed Vali Reza Nasr with Javad Nurbakhsh in Washington, D.C. in June 19,
1991.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such
historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is not responsible for the
factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place as is made
available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No
reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may be made by
microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or other device.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Javad Nurbakhsh was born and raised in Kerman. In his youth he became
interested in the Ni‘matollahi Sufi order. He was initiated to the order by
Zolriyastain, whom Nurbakhsh replaced as the order’s supreme spiritual
guide. Nurbakhsh was trained as a psychiatrist, and taught psychiatry at
Tehran University. His recollections shed much light on the more recent
history of the Ni‘matollahi order, and its place in Iranian social and political
life.
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