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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape recorded interviews conducted for
the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Seyyed Vali
Reza Nasr with General Hasan Tufaniyan in Chevy Chase, Maryland in March 28
and April 7, 1989.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transcript of the
spoken word, and the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the
informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation
for Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for
the views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from cited only by serious research scholars
accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and further,
this memoir must be read in such place as is made available for purposes of
research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoair either in
whole or in part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other
device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

General Hasan Tufaniyan was born in Tehran to a family of modest means. After
a brief education at a seminary he joined the Military Academy and subsequently
the Imperial Iranian Air Force, where he served during World War Il. General
Tufaniyan served in several positions in the Iranian military before he was
appointed to oversee the procurement of arms for the armed forces. He also
served as the Deputy Minister of War and director of the military industries. He was
instrumental in the decisions concerning procurement of various weapons systems,
relations between Iranian armed forces and the U.S. or Pakistan, and the working
of the armed forces. He was one of the select group of generals who oversaw the
working of the armed forces during the Bakhtiyar premiership.
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