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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape recorded interviews conducted for
the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Farrokh
Ghaffari with Naser Zolfaqari in Paris in May 11, September 9 and 23, and October
5 and 28, 1989.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transcript of the
spoken word, and the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal,
conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian
Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from cited only by serious research scholars
accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and further, this
memoir must be read in such place as is made available for purposes of research by
Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in
part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Naser Zolfagari was born to a prominent land-owning family of
Zanjan. After the completion of his education he entered politics, and
eventually joined the government. Mr. Zolfaqgari has throughout the years
served in important political and governmental positions. He has been a
member of the Majles, held a number of cabinet portfolios, and has also
served as the mayor of Tehran. Throughout his career Mr. Zolfaqari has
known important political figures and government leaders, and has been privy
to consequential historical events. Mr. Zolfaqari’s recollections are replete
with anecdotal material, and detailed rendition of the formative events of
contemporary Iranian history, and as such shed much light on the working of
Iranian politics.



CONTENTS OF INTERVIEW

Family and educational background; the beginnings of Tudeh
Party; his employment at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs;
recollections of the occupation of Iran during World War II;
the working of the Ministry of Justice during the Reza Shah
period.

Recollection of the occupation of Azarbayjan in 1945-46;
history of the Zolfagari family; concerning Malekoshsho‘ara
Bahar’s speech at the Majles on Azarbayjan; debates on Iranian
oil contracts in the Majles and the mergence of the National
Front; recollections of Razmara’s premiership; concerning the
%50-%>50 division of oil proceeds proposal.

The Majles debates on the issue of oil; changing of the Prime
Minister and Mossadeq’s reaction to it; debates on the extent
of the power of monarchy; concerning the activities of the
Tudeh Party; views on Fereydun Keshavarz’s plea for clemency;
on the Tudeh Party and its activities in Zanjan.

The events of 1941; Soviet Union’s demands concerning oil
exploration rights in northern Iran; the excesses of the Tudeh

Party in Zanjan; reminiscences of Teymur Bakhtiyar; Qavam and the
oil issue; recollections of Mozaffar Firuz; armed struggle for
extricating the Tudeh Party from Zanjan.

Recoliection of mayorship of Tehran; administrative and financial
problems facing Tehran then; recollections of legal conflicts with
Rahim Khorram; the construction of Vozara’ Avenue and the Sa‘i Park.

Personal characteristics of the Shah; reasons for leaving the

mayorship of Tehran; recollections of Hasan Arsanjani; views on

the Mossadeq government; election to the Majles; the Majles and
General Zahedi; relations between General Zahedi and the Shah after
the events of 1953; reasons for General Zahedi’s resignation;

views on Tagizadeh.

Recollections of the Ala’ government; problems with purges of some
of the political leaders; recollections of Hasan ‘Ali Mansur; concerning
the growth of the public media; the occupation of Azarbayjan and the
Mossadeq government.

Contending with corruption; the positions of the Ala’ and the Amini
governments before the media; recollections of various political
personages; concerning SAVAK and its operations; concerning Iran’s
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37-56

57-71
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take over of the Tunb and Abu Musa islands; concerning the attempt
on Ala”s life; views on the Egbal government,

The Amini government and its policies; relations between Amini and the 115-138
Shah; recollections of General Akhavi; the balance-sheet of the Amini
government; concerning land reform in Iran; on Qavam and his policies;

on Arsanjani; the Razmara government and the problems before it; some

of the problems of the Shah with the armed forces; summary of important

dates cited in the interview.
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Adl, Mansurossaltaneh,
Adl, Yahya,

AfXhami, Ahmad,
Afkhami, Amir Ashraf,
Afshar, Amir Xhosrow,
Afshar, Seyfossaltaneh,
Akhavi, General Hasan,
Ala’, Hosein,

Alam, Amir Asadollah,
Alamuti, Nureddin,

Alavi, Hasan,
Alavi~-Mogaddam, General Mehdi
Qoli,

Ameri, Mir Javad,

Amini, Abol-Qasem,

Amini, ‘Ali,

Amir Ahmadi, General,

Amir Afshar, Mohammad Hasan,
Amir Teymur, Mohammad Reza,
Amir ‘Azizi, General Sadeq,
Amuzegar, Jahangir,
Amuzegar, Jamshid,

Arani, Taqi,

Ardalan, Ahmad,

Ardalan, ‘Ali-Qoli,

Arfa‘, General Hasan,
Arsanjani, Hasan,

Ashtari, Hadi,

Atabaki, Rahmat,

Awrang, Shaykholmolk,
Bahadori, Akbar,

Bahar, Mohammad Tagi
(Malekoshsho‘ara),
Bakhtiyar, General Teymur,

Baga’i-Yazdi, Mozaffar,
Batmangelich, General Nader,
Bayat, Morteza Qoli,
Behbahani, Seyyed ‘Ali,
Behbahanian, Seyyed Ja‘far,
Behniya, ‘Abdol-Hosein,
Culture and Arts, Ministry of,
Davudi, Reza,

Dehgan, aAhmad,

Derakhshesh, Mohammad,

Diba, Ahmad,
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Ebtehaj, Abol-Hasan,
Eisenhower, Dwight D.,
Emami, Jamal,

Emami, Nureddin,
Entezam, ‘Abdollah,
Entezam, Nasrollah,
Egbal, Ahmad,

Egbal, Manuchehr,

Eskandari, ‘Abbas Mirza,
Eskandari, Amir Nosrat,
Eslaminiya,

Eshragi, Amir Qasen,
Fadaiyan-e Islam,
Fahimolmolk,

Fallah, Reza,

Faramarzi, ‘Abdol-Rahman,
Farbud,

Farivar, Gholam-‘Ali,
Farmanfarmaiyan, Manuchehr,
Fatemi, Hosein,

Firuz, Mozaffar,

Firuz, Nosratdowleh,
Firuzabadi,

Foreign Affairs, Ministry of,
Forud, Asadollah,

Forughi, Mas‘ud,

Forughi, Mohammad ‘Ali,
Forughi, Mohsen,

Foruhar, Daryush,

Forutan, Gholam-Hoseiln,
Fuladvand, Gholam-Reza,
Ganje’i, Reza,

Golsha’iyan, ‘Abbas Qoli,
Gulam Yahya,

Gudarzi, Mohammad,
Ha‘erizadeh, Seyyed Abol-Hasan,
Hajir, ‘Abdol-Hosein,
Hakimi, Ebrahim (Hakimolmolk),
Hakimoddowleh,

Hamzavi, ‘Abdol-Hosein,
Hashtrudiyan,

Hasibi, Kazen,

Hedayat, General ‘Abdollah,
Hedayat, Mahmud,

Hedayati, Javad,

Hejazi, Moti‘oddowleh,
Hekmat, ‘Ali Asghar,
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Hekmat, Reza (Sardar Fakher),
Heravi, Nosratollah,
Homayun, Colonel,

Hoveyda, Amir ‘Abbas,
Jahanshalu, Nosratullah,
Jalali, Fathollah,
Justice, Ministry of,
Kashani, Ayatollah Seyyed
Abol-Qasem,

Kashani, Mostafa,
Keshavarz, Fereidun,
Khorram, Rahim,
Khosravani, ‘Ata’ollah,
Kiya, General ‘Ali,
Kiyanuri, Nureddin,
Kushanfar,

Logman Adham, Hosein ‘Ali,
Logman Adham, Mohammad,
Maham, Musa,

Mahdiniva, Ja‘far,

Mahram ‘Ali Khan,

Makki, Hosein,

Mansur, ‘Ali (Mansurolmolk),
Mansur, Hasan ‘Ali,
Mansurossaltaneh,
Mashayekhi, Mohammad,
Mas‘udi, Javad,

Mas‘udi, Mohammad ‘Ali,
Mehran, Hosein,
Mir-Ashrafi, Seyyed Mehdi,
Mo‘aser, Hasan,

Mo‘azzami, ‘Abdollah,
Mohtadi, Colonel,
Mo‘iniyan, Nosratollah,
Mojtahedi, Mohammad ‘Ali,
Mokhtari,

Mogaddam, Genheral Mohammad ‘Ali,
Moshiroddowleh, Hasan,
Mossadeq, Mohammad,

Mo‘tamedi,

Mo‘tamenolmolk, Hasan,
Nabil, Fazlollah,

Nafisi, Habib,

Nagdi, General,

Nariman, Mahmud,

Nasiri, General Ne‘matollah,
Nasr, Seyyed Mohsen,
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National Front,
Neysari, ‘Abbas-Qoli,
Nojumi,

Osanlu, Gholam-~Hosein,
Pahlavi, Prince ‘Ali Reza,
Pahlavi, Princess Ashraf,
Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza Shah,

Pahlavi, Reza Shah,
Pahlavi, Queen Soraya,
Pakrava, General Hasan,
Parsa,

Pirasteh, Seyyed Mehdi,
Pirniya, Bager,
Pirniya, Davud,
Pirniya, Hosein,
Pishevari, Ja‘far,

Puladin, Colonel,

Pur-Homayun, ‘Ezzatollah,
Pur-vali, Esma‘il,

Qanatabadi, Shams,

Qarane’i, General Mohammad Vali,
Qashga’i, Khosrow,

Qavam, Ahmad (Qavamossaltaneh),

Qiyami,

Qobadiyan,

Rahimiyan,

Ram, Hushang,
Rashidiyan, Asadollah,
Rastakhiz Party,
Razavi,

Razmara, General ‘Ali,

Red Lion and Sun Organization,
Rowhani, Fu’ad,

Ruzbaeh, Khosrow,

Sabet, Habib,

Sadr, Mohsen (Sadrolashraf}),
Sa‘ed, Ahmad,

Safa’i, ‘Abdol-Sahab,

Safa’i, Ebrahimn,
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Saleh, Allahyar,

Saleh, Jahanshah,

Sami‘i, Hushang,

Sanjabi, Karim,
Sartipzadeh,

SAVAK,

Shaygan, ‘Ali,
Sharif-Emami, Ja‘far,
Shirkhani,

Shokuholmolk,

Shushtari,

Soheili, ‘Ali,
Tabataba’i, Seyyed Ziaoddin,
Taheri, Zivaoddin,
Tahmasebi, Khalil,
Tafazzoli, Jahangir,
Tajaddod, Mostafa,
Tagizadeh, Seyyed Hasan,
Tudeh Party,

Vala, ‘Abdollah,

Vosug, General Ahmad,
Vosuqg, ‘Ali,

White Revolution of 1963,
Zahedi, General Fazlollah,
Zahedi, Ardeshir,
Zandieh, Colonel,
Zarrabl, General,

Ziya’i, Taher,

Zolfaqgari, Mahmud,
Zolfagari, Mohammad,
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