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PREFACE

This manuseript is the produet of a series of tape-recorded interviews conducted
for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Shirin Samii
with Fereidoon Ave in Paris, France, in November, 1983, ’

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transeript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the
informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for
Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factusl accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and
further, this memoir must be read in such place as is made available for purposes of
research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in
whole or in part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Fereydun Ave was born in 1942 to a Zoroastrian family in Tehran. He
was sent to England at an early age., After finishing his high school,
he went to the U.S. where he received his Bachelor's degree in Fine
Arts from the University of Arizona, and completed his Masters' degree
in Film Production at the same institution,

Upon his return to Iran, Mr. Ave began work at Iran-America Socilety,
where he produced a number of films and plays, and managed a number of
exihibitions. He subsequently became an art director and producer

at the National Iranian Radio and Television Organization, where

he participated in a number of major television art projects, as

well as in the Shiraz Art Festival,

Fereydun Ave's memoirs provides information on the art scene in Iran
in the 1970s. He describes aspects of the Shiraz Art Festival in
which he was a regular participant. His recollections are also
interesting because of the light they shed on the life of 2 member
of the Zoroastrian faith in pre-revolution Iran.



CORTENTS OF INTERVIEW OF
" FEREYDUN AVE

SUBJECT

Family background and education in Iran and England:
return to Iran and activities in the Iran-America
Society, and at the National Radio and Television
Organization

A description of the manner of development of the art of
theater in Iran; concerning the Shiraz Art Festival

Interviewee's interest in painting and the openning of
an art gallery; a discussion on decorative arts in Iran

The Queen's interest im the progress of art in Iran and
its impact on the price of artworks in Iran; personal
characteristics of the Queen, pertaining to the arts

The situation in Iran prior, as well as after the revolu-
tion

The status of religious minorities after the revolution:
the condition of various cinemas after the revolution;
the absence of intrinsic religious gsentiments among
Iranians; the economle rather than the religious nature
of the revolution
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