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Necw Titles from Ibex Publishers

| Common PERSIAN

éh(} F;'T ! U & ENGLISH Verbs

| with Synenyme & Examples

Dictionary of
The Love Poems of Ahmad Shamiu Persian & English Verbs
by Firoozeh Papan-Matin by Hooshang Amuzegar
cloth = ishn 1-58814-037-7 softcover = isbn 1-58814-030-X

Shiite Ulama & Political Power Mossadegh & the Future of Iran
by Ahmad Kazemi Moussavi edited by H. Keshavarz & H, Akbari
softcover » isbn 1-58814-035-0 cloth ¢ isbn 1-58814-026-1
IBEX Publishers, Inc.

Post Office Box 30087 Bethesda, MD 20824
tel 301-718-8188 fax 301-907-8707
www.ibexpublishers.com
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until this c1garette is ende
A li¥tle moment at the end of alf‘:

While on the floor the quiet ashes fall,
Andmthe ﬁreh t to a lance extended,
E ¢ jazzing music blended,

The broken shadow dances on the wall,

I will permit my memor?r

The vision of you, by al m dreams attended.
And then adieu, -- farewell f the dream is done.

Yours is a face of which I can forget

The color and the features, everﬁ

The words not ever, and the smiles not yet;

But in your day this moment is the sun

Upon a hill, the sun has set.
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The Rainbow World of Simin Behbahani’s Poetry
Farzaneh Milani

Acknowledging the importance of speaking, of witnessing, of
claiming an independent voice and vision, Simin Behbahani is now
at the height of her powers and popularity. For well over half a
century, Behbahani has been the voice of freedom and moderation
rising against repression and discrimination in Iran. Although she
has avoided involvement in party politics, from the beginning of
her career this pioneering poet has condemned any form of
violence. Concern for social justice has been the strongest drive in
her poetry. Consistently, her allegiance has been to democracy,
her perspective egalitarian, her worldview tolerant.

This article studies eight of the most salient features of
Behbahani’s poetry. As a literary giant who has produced 16
volumes of poetry, a memoir of her late husband, two collections
of short stories and literary criticism, and a book of translation, and
as an advocate of individual rights regardless of gender, class,
religion, or ethnicity, Behbahani has also managed to transform a
conventional and mainly masculine poetic form—the Ghazal. She
is a master innovator of devices and techniques, blending the old
and the new. The discourses of modemity and tradition do not
compete in her work. They complement one another. They
restructure and reconstruct each other. Behbahani integrates an
exclusively classical tradition with a distinctly modern vision.
Small wonder then if her elegant poetry has attracted the attention
and admiration of an ever-growing number of readers inside and
outside of Iran.



The Meaning of the Meaning: Dissecting a Poem
Reza Ghannadan

The article attempts to analyze one of Simin Behbanhai’s poems,
in reference to the concepts set forth in the theory of “receptios
aesthetics” which focuses on the reader’s central role in
determining the meaning of literary texts. A text, according to this
theory, is not complete is not complete by itself, it becomes
complete only when a reader, guided by his “horizon of
expectations,” interprets it in any given period.

“Cheragh ra khamoush kardam. . . ketab ra bastam” [I tumed
off the light. . . closed the book,] depicts the restless night of a
middle aged woman whose awareness of the outside world afflicts
her with fits of anxiety. Thus, her attempts to find comfort in
reading fail and happy memories of the past make her feeling of
loneliness only more acute. Feeling the pain of the light piercing
her eyes, she furiously throws the book at the lamp shattering it to
pieces. .

One may assume that the “light” and the “book” serve the same
purpose in that both overcome darkness, one physically and the
other mentally. The struggle between light and darkness, however, -
may also be assumed to reflect the

The Symbiosis of Literature and Culture
Javad Mojabi

There are some poets who have mightily enriched the literature of
their time by creating imaginative and original works. They are the
discoverers of the unknown and disordered areas of human mind.
The annals of world literature registers and will, at times, forever
remember their names. And then there are other poets, fewer in
number, who far surpass those of the first group in terms of their
fame and popularity. For, they have not only created beautiful and
exhilarating poetry but have in full measure taken part in the social
and political life of their compatriots. This is particularly true of
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the poets in developing societies who have come to realize that to
enrich one’s native culture one should attempt to strengthen the
symbiotic relations between diverse and fluctuating spheres of
politics, economics and culture.

Simin Behbahani is among this group of poets. She has
ventured way beyond the realm of literature and poetry and has
joined the list of Iranian poets, since the dawn of Iran’s
. constitutional revolution, who have deeply involved themselves
with the social and political life of their country. Having witnessed
the devastating impact of the Islamic revolution on the fabric of
Iranian culture and society she has become, through her poetry, the
most influential voice for peace, coexistence, freedom and human
dignity in her beloved land.

Simin, An Iconographer for Our Age
Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak

The article, based on the author’s two lectures on the poet’s
craftsmanship, approaches the poetry of Simin Behbahani from the
point of view of iconic imagery. According to the argument
presented in a nutshell, the classics of Persian poetry were
conscious of an entity in traditional Persian poetics that articulated
the process of creativity as well as the interpretive assumptions of
the Persian gasida and ghazal. They defined the bayt al-qasida and
bayt al-ghazal in terms of a line, an image or a passage that marked
the most condensed site of meaning in the entire poem and,
therefore, bestowed on the entire composition the greatest potential
for

interpretation. Simin Behbahani, the article contends, recasts this
concept in a new mold, reconceptualizing it as a central image,
which comes to dominate the poem and give it much of its potency
as an icon made of words. The tendency toward reorganizing the
poem around a central icon first appeared in Simin Behbahani’s
poetry around the time of the Iranian revolution of 178-1983, and
might be related to the poet’s observation of the revolution in the
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making. It now has come to constitute a signature feature of her
best poems. The article further demonstrates the emergence of this
tendency in the poet’s 1981 collection of ghazals titled Khati ze
Sor’at o az Atash [A trajectory of fire and Speed]. It then follows
the workings of various iconic foci in three pf Behbahani’s most
notable compositions, “The Man with a Missing Leg,” “One Meter
Seventy” and “And Behold . . .” in some detail. It concludes that
the poet’s use of iconic imagery goes beyond an extension of the
jaded poetic concept of “bayt al-ghazal” in classical Persian
poetics to constitute further evidence of the innovative way in
which she approaches the central lyrical genre of the ghazal in a
poetic tradition over a millennium old.

Is Behbahani’s Poetry for All Seasons?
Shokuh Mirzadegi

There is little doubt that today Simin Behbahani is at the
pinnacle of her fame and perhaps the most popular and beloved
of living Iranian poets. Perhaps no other poet in Iranian history
has been as popular during her or his life. Longevity in
historical memory, however, is more than mere passing fame of
a poet. Clearly, there are literary criteria by which the beauty
and linguistic flourishes of a poem and the imaginative power
of its creator may be assessed.

In reviewing only one of Behbahani’s poems, “Be
emza-ye del” [My Heart’s Signature], one can sense the
presence of long lasting qualities. In the poem, her fear and
anxiety over the impending damage to one of Iran’s oldest
historical monuments is not describe in simple and uni-
dimensional images or allegories. She does not simply bemoans
a possible catastrophe but sees all the calamities that have
befallen her home land in all ages. She highlights the eternal
battle between light and darkness, survival and death. It is not
only about her home land and the destiny of its people; it

bewails the misfortunes afflicting humanity at all times. By all
measures, the author concludes, it is quite likely that Simin
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Behbahani will forever remain embedded in the collective
literary memory of the Iranian people.

A Complicated Steps Towards Simplicity
Said Yousef

Simin Behbahni’s defiant alterations of ghazal’s structure and
content which has insured place in Persian literary history. Her
iconoclastic poetic descriptions of feminine passions and
emotions are also another manifestation of her innate courage.
Perhaps to a lesser degree, both Parvin E’tesami and Forough
Farrokhzad had displayed the same audacity in their poetic
imageries. Her contributions to a new form of ghazal include:
the use of new metres adopted from vernacular language;
focusing on themes and concepts that had been previously
considered inappropriate for this form of poetry; creating
imagery hitherto alien to ghazal. Indeed, Simin’s innovations in
this regard has created a poetic genre not unlike the sonnets of
contemporary British poets.

Simin’s Gypsy
Ahmad Abu Mahbub

This article explores the trope of the gypsy in the poetry of Simin
Behbahani. It argues that although both Eastem and Western
literary traditions have recognized the figure of the gypsy as a site
of identification and contestation, the figure takes on a unique
specificity in Behbahani’s poetry. Behbahani identifies the gypsy
in her poetry as a woman, and imputes to her nine salient features:
her oppression by mainstream society, and her contingent
denigration by that society; her self-confidence; her close ties with
nature; her Jlove of freedom; her insubordination; her
homelessness; her ultimate status as society’s “other;” and her
happy ebullience and freedom of choice in spite of all this.
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These features distinguish Simin Behbahani’s gypsy from classic
figurations of the gypsy in works by such European authors as
Pushkin, Hugo, and Baudelaire, and Iranian authors like Hafez,
Rumi, and Sa’di. Within the Iranian context, the trope has recurred
since the Book of Kings and other works of literary antiquity, and
it is recognition of this tradition that lends Behbahani’s gypsy her
particular signifying power. Behbahani’s gypsy is not without
precedence. For instance, she bears a striking resemblance to the
rend, the crafty trickster figure in the poetry of Hafez, but she stills
manages to respond adequately to the specific social, political, and
emotional conditions experienced by Behbahani and her
readership.

The Storyteller's Canvas
M. R. Ghanoonparvar

This article addresses an important, usually neglected, aspect of the
work of Simin Behbahani, namely her prose and fictional, mostly
autobiographical writings, which should be indispensable to an
understanding of her poetry. Behbahani herself writes that
although her poetry is about her life and the lives of the people and
that the language of her poetry is the language of the people, there
are things that she wants to say for which the delicate nature and
language of poetry is not the proper vehicle; hence, she delegates
the task to prose. With an examination of a number of her prose
writings, including An Mard, Mard-e Hamraham [That Man, My
Companion], Ba Qalb-e Khod Cheh Kharidam [What 1 Bought
with My Heart], and Kelid-o Khanjar [Key and Dagger], the article
explores the poet as a storyteller and the link between her poetry
and fictional prose, especially in terms of her life story.



Simin Behbahani’s Poetic Conversation
Rivanne Sandler

Behbahani has used the traditional form of ghazal throughout her
career. She expressed complete confidence in the ghazal’s capacity
to reflect her contemporary environment. Behbahani tells us how
she changed the structure of the ghazal to suit her poetic needs and
her desire to reflect the various periods of her life. This article
focuses on a particular feature of Behbahani’s poetic style, namely,
the poetic conversation which leads her poetry firmly into present
time. Early female poets in Iran made use of poetic conversation to
bring attention to a changing social system and insert their
commentary on socially sensitive issues. At first sight, their poetic
dialogues appear to be an expression of personal feeling. However,
their dialogues may be read as ‘emotion talk’ according to a study
of Egyptian Bedouin love poetry, and as such, referential to social
life, rather than to an internal state.

Behbahani has refined and perfected the technique of poetic
dialogue as a multi-dimensional mode of expression. Her poetic
conversations range from a single-voiced complaint, to complex
commentary involving more than one perspective. Often, the
poetic speaker confronts a ubiquitous character identified only as
‘yon.” ‘You’ may embody a conservative and unjust society, or
personify a less than perfect companion. The ‘you’ character even
brings the poet face to face with herself. “You’ adds a bold and
inclusive element to Behbahani’s poems, widening the scope of the
poetic drama.

Behbahani’s poetic conversations convey a femininity that
is complex and a sensibility that is modern.

The imagery and language of Behbahani’s ghazals impart a female
quality to her poetry. Her poetic conversations insinuate timely
expression and a contemporary range into a timeless art form.



A Visit With Simin Behbahani
Steve Zind

Poetry has long played a central role in defining Iranian national
identity. Throughout the centuries, poets have helped keep the
language and culture of the Iranian people alive. In modern times,

Iranian poets have gone beyond traditional themes of romantic and
spiritual longing to become voices for social justice, and they have
done so without sacrificing the Iyricism of their work. The strategy
is clear—in the words of Simin Behbahani, considered by many to
be the first lady of Iranian poetry, “People don’t like political
poetry; they don’t want slogans in poetry. Poetry should really
represent art and not politics.” _

Behbahani herself has been a literary pioneer for more than
half a century. She has reinvigorated the traditional gazal form,
reshaping it so that it specifically addresses the human condition
and hardships associated with everyday life in contemporary Iran.
Unlike many of her literary peers, Behbahani has chosen not to
leave Iran, and for this she has paid a price. Her work is not well
. known among non-Iranians, and in her own country, she has been
barred from giving public readings. Yet the special power and
passion of her writing burns brighter in spite of these setbacks, not
because of them. In her own words, “I swear, I cannot endure
being separated from my homeland/Til my last day you will hear
in my bones/the same tale of the reed.”



