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The suggestion of a garden, the long line of the horizon, towards the top of
the canvas, next to the stripe of sky, the open plain in the foreground. I
looked at the paintings one by one. All of them were pretty much the same
and each one a different garden. (p. 35)

It was a fantasized garden with the horizon pushed up all the way to the
top of the canvas, the sky reduced to a narrow strip, a wide open field of
view in the foreground. I checked the other canvases one by one. They all
looked the same, and yet each one was a different garden. (p. 36)

A garden in imagination with the high line of the horizon at the top of the
painting near the sky, and low, narrow sky, and the open field in the
foreground.I saw the paintings one by one. They were all alike, and yet,
each was a different garden. (p. 37)

A garden in the mind with high horizon line at the top of the picture close
to the sky, and an open plain in front. I saw the pictures one at a time. All
of them were, but with all of this, each was a different garden. (p. 38)
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And in the "Simorgh” of Mount Qaf and the "Homa" of the soul, in my
"Shams" and my God, oh my yeamning for you my cure, your breath my
companion and your breathing the companion of my morning and
evening, oh you my lineage, Your love has once again given flight to
the soul, one breath intoxicated for you, another breath yearning for
you, dead life, despondent soul, these two or three days sacrificed for
you, every moment blossoms bloom in offering to you, on earth and in
the sky all restless for you. (p. 87)
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Robert Wechsler, Performing withour a Stage: The Art of Literary Translation,
New Haven, Connecticut, 1998.

Translating the Garden, p. 118 4 .S .0 .Y
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The Ubiquitous Presence of Meskoob
Daryush Shayegan

It has always been impossible for me to think about Shahrokh and
not remember Roberto Rossellini's comment about the great Italian film
director, Federico Fellini. When asked what kind of a man Fellini was,
Rossillini ventured: "He is greater than the sum of his films. Years of
friendship and close association with Meskoob have convinced me that
he too was greater than his fascinating writings. It is indeed difficult to
describe Shahrokh's many-faceted personality. Although one of the most
prominent of Iranian intellectuals of his generation, he was not afflicted
by their usual character flaws. He lacked their egocentric proclivities and
despised their false pretensions. He loved life yet was never distracted by
the lure of fame or fortune.

Likened by many to epic figures of Iranian mythology in terms of his
personality and ethical behavior, Shahrokh was a man of courage yet
prudent when necessary; believed firmly in a set of principles yet
eschewed prejudice; was outspoken without being boorish or aggressive
and was fair and forgiving to friend and foe alike. His outgoing, pleasant
personality coupled with a delicate yet sharp sense of humor made his
presence noticeable in any gathering. Like a "touch of Henry at the
night" Shahrokh's presence among his many friends and admirers was no
less than a constant source of hope and inspiration for each and every
one of them.

Reminiscences of a Long Friendship
Hassan Kamshad

The author begins by quoting some of the most memorable
snippets of Meskoob's musings of about his life: "In my youth I yearned
to change the world, but it was the world that changed me." "I have never
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pursued easy goals since nothing worthy of pursuit is easy to gain."
"Death is like a little black fish that constantly courses through the
darkness of my veins." He then proceeds to describe some of the comic
and at times melodramatic turns of their long and durable friendship. He
characterizes their relationship as being often dominated by Meskoob
who was the more serious and opinionated of the two and thus, through
the years, cajoled, or prodded him to opt for an option that changed the
course of his academic or professional life at every turn, and perhaps for
the better.

As one example, the author recounts the time when he had passed
the exam for the Fulbright scholarship for graduate work in the United
States and in a letter informed his friend of his success. Meskoob's "fiery
and revolutionary response” was so moving, according to the author, that
he tears up the Fulbright offer of scholarship and stays in Iran.
Meskoob's next letter to his friend is accompanied by Howard Fast's
Citizen Tom Paine and a little friendly advice: "Translate this into
Persian." The author acts on the advice and later becomes a professional
translator. Later on, upon his return from England, again on Meskoob's
advice the author turns down an offer of employment in the royal court
and continued his career in Iran's National Qil Company.

\

The Exile's Dream of the Lost Homeland
Ahmad Karimi Hakkak

The Iranian writers and poets who, during the last 30 years, were thrown
into the world of exile and forced to continue their private and
professional life in new and often unfamiliar surroundings, have reacted
differently in adjusting to the imperatives of exilic life. While political
and philosophical tendencies have informed the reaction of some, the
unavoidable pressures of life in a strange land have shaped the reaction
of others. At times, the psychological strains have compelled a number
of these to abandon writing altogether. Indeed, for a number of exiled
Iranian writers and poets forced separation from their homeland has been
no less than a virtual and irreversible death sentence. One may consider
Ghalamhossein Sa'edi as a prominent representative of this group of
writers and poets.
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Confronted with the strains and stresses of a life in exile,
some of these writers have begun to depict, in their works, and idyllic
and dreamlike picture of the Iran of their childhood. While such a
reaction might have soothed their inner pain, it may also have dulled
their ability to perceive and depict the objective reality. Nader Naderpour
could perhaps be placed in this category. A number of other exiled
writers, however, have been able to adjust to their new life, and accepted
the pain of separation from their familiar and beloved homeland as the
price to be paid for a deliberate decision. In a process of mental
projection, members of this group have been able to face the pressures of
their new lives and succeeded in restarting their creative literary career.
A most instructive example of such mental projection and transference
could be seen in the works of Shahrokh Meskoob and specially in his
Goftogu dar Bagh [Dialogue in the Garden], Safar dar Khab [Travelling
in a Dream] and Mosafernameh [The Travelogue].

The Paragon of Iranian Intellectuals

Ramin Jahanbegloo

The author characterizes Meskoob, a close friend of his father's, was
much more than a successful writer and popular literary figure. He was
also a gentle and angelic human being who had, for decades regaled him
with his humor folksy tales and innumerable acts of kindness. He was,
according to the author a voracious reader and tireless researcher who
was a master of Persian language. No one could read Meskoob's Dar
Kooye Dust [In the Presence of the Beloved] or Soog-e Syavosh
[Mourning Syavosh] and not be impressed by his powerful pen and his
mastery of the writer over Persian mythology and literary traditions. One
may safely assume, the author suggests, that each one of his essays and
books alone elevate him to a unique and lofty place among Iranian
writers and social and literary critics.

Meskoob's social and literary life was, according to the author,
further distinguished by his abiding and constant commitment to ethical
principles, and a self-critical attitude that must ideally inform the life of a
true intellectual. It was, moreover, his belief in a set of humanistic values
that led him first to immerse himself in ancient Zaratushtrian texts, and
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later to membership in the Tudeh party. His ethical bearings also led him
to adopt a critical attitude towards Iranian intellectual scene. Not unlike
Julien Benda, the early twentieth century French philosopher and the
author of The Treason of Intellectuals, Meskoob, in a break with most
Iranian intellectuals of his generation, firmly believed in universal human
values. Thus, he deemed the future of a modern society of Iran to be
closely tied to the general social and political developments in
democratic societies.

The Miracle of Words in Meskoob's Writings
Farangis Habibi

Believing in Louis Althusser's axiom that "writing is a campaign against
absence," Shahrokh Meskoob struggled, throughout his literary and
mtellectual life, against all manners of absence. His language was a most
potent weapon in, and the clearest manifestation of, his struggles. Many
adjectives have been used by literary critics to describe his linguistic
style. Some have called it a literary creation of first order. Others have
characterized it as no less than a miracle; a phenomenon that defies
definition. Indeed, Meskoob's language has an existence and identity of
its own, palpably independent of the meanings and ideas that it projects.
One can claim that his language a gate to a town; but a gate that deserves
to be observed and admired in its own right.

Meskoob was forever preoccupied with form. In a sense he
constantly strove to flesh out and delineate abstract and diffused
concepts. He wanted to embody and encase the flow of water, the
fleeting time and the unbounded nature. In Meskoob's language, one does
not come across the allegories common to classical and even modern
Persian literature since he does not want to present his inner experiences
through the filter of common linguistic norms or constructs and thereby
pare away their original zest and liveliness. The sheer beauty, elegance
and power of Meskoobs language is not only the natural byproduct of his
mastery of Persian classic literature and western modern culture. It is
also the concrete manifestation of his deep fascination with the language
itself. In his own words: "Language is the panacea of life and antidote to
death. Ferdowsi used it to construct a lofty edifice never to be felled by
the ravages of time."
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On the Elegy of Syavosh
Ahmad Kazemi Mousavi

In his Soug-e Syavosh [Mourning for Syavosh], Meskoob differentiates
between the ritual of morning in Tran's mythology and laic tradition on
the one hand, and its place in Iran's Shiite tradition. He believes that
Syavosh accepted death as a rightful price to pay for his commitment to
keep his promise. In Ferdowsi's vision, according to Meskoob, every
Iranian too is honor-bound to keep his or her promise at any cost. Thus,
in Meskoob's interpretation, the death of a human being who sacrifices
his life to correct an injustice edifies the truth and consecrates life for
others. In fact, he believes that martyrdom emerges only in unjust
societies and therefore "in a free and ideal society there is no need for
martyrs." ;

There is little doubt that the traditions built upon the narratives
of Syavosh and his death have gradually been mingled with the rites of
mourning for the second Shi'ite Imam, Hossein. In Meskoob's
modermistic interpretation, Hossein's martyrdom symbolized the
resistance of the meek and dispossessed against an unjust ruling class. It
was in fact, according to Meskoob, the reflection of the Tranians sense of
justice and a symbol of the confrontation between the defenders of truth
and the corrupt wielders of brute force. In his historical interpretation of
the concept of martyrdom, bereft of any political or ideological strains,
Meskoob simply relies on the literary and descriptive language of the
narratives emerging from the early Islamic period in Iran. It is interesting
to note that Meskoob's dispassionate discussion of the concept of
Martyrdom was published when, Ali Shari'ati, fresh out of modem
French universities, characterizes martyrs as "the heart of history” and
begins his life long advocacy of the culture of martyrdom.

The Indomitable Seekers of Ideas
Jalil Doostkhah

Meskoob literary genius can best be seen in his two seminal
interpretations of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. In the first few sentences of
Mogaddame'i bar Rostam va Esfandiar [An Introduction to Rostam and
Esfandiar he clearly set his interpretation of Ferdowsi's epic apart from
those in the long tradition of Persian literature. Indeed, it can safely be
claimed that Meskoob's explanations, interpretation and analysis of
Shahnameh in this meager volume surpassed all previous works on the
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subject. His love for Ferdowsi's epic tale culminated in his second work,
Syavosh dar Marg va Rastakhiz [Mourning for Syavosh in Death and
Resurrection].

A serious evaluation of Meskoob life-long work on Shahnameh
alone demands an independent and extensive research. For him,
however, this was not and exclusive preoccupation. His other literary and
historical interests ranged far and deep. He was as much engrossed in
classical Sufi texts, both in Persian and Arabic, as he was in Iranian
mythology and old religious texts. He believed in the symbiotic
connection between the various parts of Iranian literature and culture far
beyond the geographic boundaries of Iran itself. For him one could not
fathom Iranian culture without being immersed, at the least, in western
cultural norms and traditions. Hence, his constant striving to be able to
read and interpret European literary and philosophical texts in their
original languages.

Political Satire and Parody in the Constitutional Period
Homa Katouzian

In terms of its satirical tone and content, the author suggest, the literature
of the Constitutional period is without parallel in Iran's literary history.
There has, of course, been an extensive trace of parody and satire in
Iran's classical literature, both prose and poetry, The purpose of satiric
and lewd literature, however, was often to blackmail someone or extract
personal retribution for a perceived or real harm done to the poet or
writer. Furthermore, poetry, in all its form was disseminated orally and
rarely in written form.

The Constitutional period, however, ushered in a new era in
which daily newspapers and printed nightly tracts became the media for
the exchange, transmission and dissemination of opinions and ideas,
including revolutionary ideas and political rhetoric. The Constitutional
revolution aimed at the removal of the monarchical despotism and
creation of a democratic political structure generally based on European
models. Gradually, however, freedom of expression, one of the basic
demands of the fathers of the Constitutional movement, came to be
understood as unfettered freedom not subject to the norms of any legal
system. Thus, the literature of the period, particularly the satiric genre,
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evolved into a formidable tool in the hands of fiery poets or unscrupulous
political operatives. 'Aref Qazvini, Mirzadeh Eshgi and to a lesser extent,
Ali Akbar Dehkhoda and Malek al-Shoara-ye Bahar, stand out as
creators of some of the most biting and frivolous types of parody and
satire in this period.

Symbolism of Hair and Plants in Bakhtiari Funerals
Bijhan Shahmoradi

The tradition of hewing hair as a symbol of mourning has long been
prevalent among Bakhtiari women, particularly at the loss of a prominent
member of the tribe or the martyrdom of the youth. There is abundant
evidence of the existence of the same tradition as an expression of deep
grief in times of mourning in some other parts of Iran; a tradition that
dates back to the early Achaemenid period that has survived the
Islamization of Iranian plateau . This tradition must be viewed in the
context of the old belief in parts of Iran about the similarity between the
life and growth of human hair and plants.

The symbolism of this tradition has been explained by reference
to a number of beliefs held by its practitioners. Well-groomed hair 1s
generally considered an indication of the individual's inner happiness and
attention to his or her outward appearance, while disheveled or hewn hair
is deemed to be a sign of the individual's abnormal state. The hope for
revival or resurrection of the dead may also be related to the growth of
hair that inevitably follows its hewing in the ritual.
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