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Volume 1: Early Persian and Islamic Philosophy, 411 p.

Volume 11: Jsmaili and Hermetico-Pythagorean Philosophy, 3718 p.
New York & Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1999, 2001.
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Time and Fate in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh
Shahrokh Meskoob

It was at the initiative of Jamshid, the greatest mythical Iranian king in
shahnameh, that cosmic time acquired human and chronological
dimensions. It was, however, in the reign of Fereydoon that Iranians
were separated from the Turanians and thus formed a new entity. This
separation ushered in Iran’s mythical history with new its own specific
characteristics and led to the embodiment of the idea of Iran as a
geographic domain where peoples with deep and long-held bonds of
common destiny had come to live together as one. With the advent of
history, the land was no longer the mere site of geographic features,
mountains, rivers and deserts. It went beyond a mere expanse of earth
and turned into God’s land and the home of an identifiable and distinct
people.

Furthermore, it was only with the passage of time that common
bonds of language, religion, and social behavior marked the destiny of
the inhabitants of the land. It is with the creation of separate homelands,
that time and space play a pivotal role in bringing into historical harmony
the separate destinies of the members of the community. Thus, Iranians,
have for millennia developed their own particular identity, ideals and
social order.

In Iranian mythology, the bounded time, which has heralded the
existence of good and evil and their constant confrontation, covers three
successive millennia. At the end of each millennium, one of
Zaratushtra’s sons is destined to battle the forces of evil and save the
world. In both mythology and religion time is endowed with similar.



characteristics. In religion, following the final victory and resurrection,
the bounded time will transform into infinity and motion dissolves into
inertia where man finally enjoys eternal and godly peace. In mythology,
too, the bounded time arrived in Jamshid and Fereydoon’s reigns when
the idea of separation, confrontation and unity materialized.

Rationality and Modernity in M. A. Forughi's Writings
Ramin Jehanbegloo

The odyssey of the Iranian intellectuals in the 20® century began by
searching for ways to best incorporate rationality and modemity in the
Iranian culture. Nowhere can this incorporation be more clearly seen
than in the political life and in the intellectual work of Muhammad Ali
Furughi, one of the Iranian precursors of Iranian liberalism who in his
political and philosophical writings reflected the first genuine attempt by
_ an Iranian intellectual to articulate a systematic understanding of modern
political and philosophical traditions.

Forughi belonged to the second generation of Iranian
intellectuals, who, thanks to the Constitutional Revolution of 1906, were
able to participate more actively in the political life of the country. He
strived to create the necessary conditions for the implementation of
modern and liberal principles in Iran basically through “reforms from
above”. In order to achieve his goals, Forughi attempted to influence not
only Reza Shah’s policies and plans, in his capacity as his prime
minister, but also by introducing modern philosophical, economic and
political ideas to Iranians through his essays and translations of seminal
western classical texts. In a sense, Forughi was instrumental for the
gradual acceptability of a number of western values and ideals that had
been introduced to Iranians by Qajar political and cultural elites. The
most revolutionary of these norms was complete dedication to the
principle of modemnity through a breakdown of the holistic power of
religion and a rapid adoption of instrumental rationality. Yet Forughi’s
acceptance of the modern values was accompanied by a deep belief in
the cultural and spiritual values of Iran. His aim was to create a strong,
centralized government able to resist foreign domination and to
modernize Iranian society without using violence.



Iranian Musical Culture in Central Asian Environment
Jean During

Studies about classical Persian music (sonnati) and even about

the diverse regional musics of Iran (mahalli) are quite numerous, It
seems, however that what is still lacking is a general view that sheds
light on the place of Persian music in time and space.
This article attempts to look at Iranian music by borrowing from
comparative literature, anthropology and ethno-linguistics. It examines
Persian musical culture in the mirror of the neighboring cultures in order
to discover what makes its specificity, what these cultures have in
common, and how they differ from each other. Beyond mere erudition
and the intellectual satisfaction that may reside in sketching out a model,
the purpose is to raise some deeper aesthetic questions. By understanding
what the others do, or what their ancestors were doing, the artist can
open new ways. One of the typical traits of Iranian musicians is that they
are always looking for innovation, but they do not go beyond the borders
of Iran. Their approach is always endogenous: they search their
inspiration in their own folklore rather than study the system of their
neighbor’s art music, contemporary systems that are close to those used
in Iran a few centuries.

In the popular domain, mainly in the Tajik culture, we find many
similarities with the musics of Iran: same modes, same rhythms, same
melodic shape and style. In Bukhara, a remarkable entertainment
repertoire, probably from Khorasani origin, has been preserved by the
Iranian community. But for someone steeped in Persian musical culture,
it is the nomadic musical culture that clearly reveals the distance between
Iran-Turan on one side and the nomadic Turkic world on the other. The
contrast between nomadic and sedentary music is striking of course, but
looking more closely one begins to see how they exchanged with and
enriched each other over the years, and what are their common bases.
One can only compare what is comparable. We have done it briefly with
learned musics of Iran and Transoxiana. It is also possible to compare the
popular and learned music of a given culture, and it is even possible to
find analogies between the rural cultures of Inner Asia and the nomadic
ones. But if we approach the nomadic world with reference to classical
Middle Eastern or Transoxian music, we will be faced with pure
difference.



Autobiographical Writings in Iranian Shi'ite Seminaries
Mohammad Mehdi Khalaji

The generally scant attention paid to autobiographical writings in Iranian
literary tradition extends to Iran’s religious seminaries. In fact, a review
of the factors that have inhibited Iran’s Shi’ite leaders from engaging in
autobiographical writing may shed some light on the reasons for the near
absence of this genre in Persian literature. This article elaborates on two
main inhibiting factors in Iran’s Shi’ite seminaries. The first concerns the
religious perception of man and his relationship to God. Writing an
autobiography, it is assumed, affects one’s relationships with others. In
Islamic thought the special relationship between God and man may also
affect an individual’s relationship with others. The author suggests that
Islamic tradition does not condone writings and reports that dwell on
one’s personal life or mundane and worldly events. Such a realm belongs
solely to God. Indeed, autobiographical writing seriously disturbs the

assumed traditional relationship between man and his creator. '

The second factor is related to Shi’ite seminarians’ perception of the
act of writing itself. The author claims that in Iran’s Islamic tradition
logic dictates that written word emanate from oral culture and be based
not only on the sacred text but, more importantly, on the Islamic
interpretation of the language. In other words, the Shi’ite linguistic
methodology should supercede all manners of writing. Thus, the Shi’ite
seminarians have generally lacked linguistic tools to create the forms and
meanings appropriate for autobiographical writing.

A number of other factors, according to the author, have also
contributed to the reluctance of Iranian religious leaders to engage in
autobiographical writing. Among these factors one should include the
prevailing economic and financial underpinnings of the Shi’ite clerical
hierarchy, the relationship between this hierarchy and other centers of
social and political power and the imperatives of the relationship
between the clerics and their followers.



