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Shivering, scared, uncertain,

he gazed at the cold and fearful grave.
The spark of greed had set his soul on fire.
His mind burned with a hundred flames.

On every grave, rock, and tombstone

the night had spread its darkness and melancholy,
with no sound to hear but ghosts whispering

and the cries of nightbirds.

He was repeating to himself softly

the corps-washer's strange words:

"The dead man had gold teeth.

1 could see them, when Iwas washng him.

With my own eyes Isaw in his mouth

the glittering of several golden teeth.

But, too bad, I could not lay my hands on them.
I was worried about the relatives."

There he was, him and the treasure
hidden in the mouth

of a cold lifeless body in the grave.
in his hands a cure for all his pains.
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If he could get at the gold,

he would change it for money.

with which he would buy for his child
the services of a doctor and medicine.

What good is gold buried in a grave,
useless to anyone:

gold here and an ill person there,
dying for the lack of care?

He struck the grave with the pickax.

The silence of the night crumbled like a wall.
Fear clawed at his soul.

Swweat dripped from his pale face.

Agitated as he was, he kept on

- bringing down the pickax, blow after blow.
It was not he anymore digging the night

in the narrow grave: it was his greed.

A spark jumped from his coveting eyes
as the wooden coffin became visible.
His heart beat faster in that dark night
craving for gold. .

It was not him anymore, but his geed,
overcoming his fears and weakness.

He tore open the shroud with a stiff finger

and mercilessly pulled out the dead man's skull.

It was a head with dried-up, cold mouth



full of gold, yes, pure gold,
gold he was offering his soul for,
even if it meant withstanding a hundred agonies.

l-t was not him anymore, but his greed
opening cold-bloodedly the corpse's mouth
and struggled to extract the gold

from the foul, repulsive gums.

Early in the momnig, he took it 1o the goldsmith,
"Look at this: how much is it worth?"

Testing it, the goldsmith told him with indifference:
"Its yellow color makes you imagine it's gold.”
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In deciding whom I should talk to, I ignored the political pieties of both
the left and the right, as well as those of the monarchists and their
opponents, They each seem to have a litany of "kosher" and "tainted”
sources. I was willing, and anxious, to talk to anyone who had a story to
tell and was somehow involved in Hoveida's life.
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Icarus and Prometheus: In Memoriam Shamiu and Moshiri
Ahmad Karimi Hakkak

This article commemorates the two Iranian poets who passed away
within a month of each other in the millennial year 2000. Ahmad Shamiu
(born 1925) and Feraydun Moshiri born (1924) represented two distinct
trends in modernist Persian poetry. One trend is based on constant
experimentation in poetic language, mood and tempo; the other is
premised on preserving maximum possible continuity with the
millennium-old tradition of poetry in Persian. The article opens with a
theoretical observation, articulating the position that in all cultures the
perception of poeticity arises from the tension between identicality and
difference. No poetic composition that does not revive the memory of
" previous compositions stands the chance to be accepted as poetry, just as
no composition that adds nothing to that store of previous perceptions
will be seen as new and therefore adding anything to the canon.
The article reviews the poetic careers of the two contemporary modemist
Iranian poets within that framework. Whereas Shamlu constantly
experimented with novel poetic utterances and enunciations, Moshiri's
poetry remained relatively constant from the beginning of his career to
its end. Much of the address is devoted to the presenting the evidence
from the works of the two poets that corroborates this point. At the same
time, while Shamlu constantly challenged established cultural notions
and norms, Moshiri affirned those very norms more Or less
unquestioningly, simply giving poetic expression to the existing values
and valuations, particularly with reference to the poets of the past. In
fact, Shamlu's proclivity to ceaselessly question certain basic
assumptions current around him, caused him to fall out of favor time and
again, even with many who admired his poetry. In this ambition to
submit the culture to radical criticism, he resembles the Greek Icarus
whose waxed wings melted when he flew too close the sun. Because of
the crucial part he played in popularizing modemism in Persian poetry,
Moshiri can be compared to Prometheus, the Titan who stole fire from
heaven to make it available to ordinary mortals.
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history of the Qajar dynasty, Mustowfi’s personal trajectory
becomes emblematic of the country’s transition from tradition and
modernity.

Ferdowsi’ Role in the Evolution of Persian Langunage
Ahmad Kazemi Musavi

Based on his reading of some of the writings of Martin Heidegger, the
author attempts to evaluate the impact of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh on the
evolution of the Persian language. It was Ferdowsi who found the
poeticity of Abu Mansuri’s Shahnameh lacking in its recounting of Iran’s
ancient and epic history. Furthermore, Ferdowsi also utilized most
effectively the newly invented poetic measures and meters in his
masterpiece. These meters, according to the author, motivated and
enabled Iranian poets to devise a more expressive and Imaginative poetic
language. _

In elaborating on the poet’s mastery of rhetorical flourishes and
cloquent expressions, the author suggests that Ferdowsi far surpassed his
contemporary poets and writers in expressing his message in clear and
dramatic modes. Such clarity and eloquence can not but be a byproduct
of the intertwining of the language and poetic imagination. Ferdowsi’s
unique contribution to the flourishing of Persian language in part rests on
this unprecedented ability to weave an intangible web between his fertile
poetic imagination and the newly invented poetic measures and meters.

Ferdowsi’s contributions also relate to his use of short and
pulsating verbs, innovative adjectives, both simple and compound,
descriptive phraseology unencumbered with verbs, similes of natural
forces and phenomena, and finally rhythmic word structures for arousing
a variety of emotional responses in the reader. Furthermore, Ferdowsi’s
unwavering commitment to reconstruct Iran’s royal history and revive
the tale of its legendary heroes, has imbued his poetry with a balanced
and effective historical sense. The continuing impact of his masterpiece
on generations of Iranian poets and the innumerable attempts to imitate
his style is the clearest testament to the seminal role he played in the
survival and refinement of the Persian language.
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Constituting a New Identity: An Iranian Diplomat in Europe
Nasrin Rahimieh

This analysis of ‘Abdullah Mustowfi’s three-volume memoirs, Sharh-i
Zindigani-yi Man [The Story of My Life) focuses on the representation
of a process of transformation initiated by the author’s encounter with
Europe in 1904 when he was posted as a diplomat to the Iranian
Consulate in St. Petersburg. Interestingly, Mustowfi’s arrival in Europe
coincided with the beginnings of the Constitutional Revolution in Iran.
Intertwining personal and socio-political history as indicated in the
book’s subtitle, [A Social and Administrative History of the Qajar Era),
Mustowfi’s text provides insights into complex negotiations of personal
and cultural identity at this crucial moment in Iran’s encounter with
Europe that ultimately fostered the formation of modem Iranian nation.

Mustowfi was by no means the highest-ranking diplomat at the
Iranian Consulate, nor was he the first Iranian to set foot outside his
homeland. In fact, Mustowfi’s generation had extensive contact with the
West and diligently recorded its observations for Iranian readers. Even
the Iranian kings who traveled to Europe could not resist writing down
their impressions, not foreseeing that their subjects’ fascination with life
outside Iran would lead fo a questioning of their own power.

In the pages Mustowfi devotes to describing his own experiences
in Europe, particularly in Volume II of the memoirs, we see reflections
of a2 much broader generational and collective attempt to articulate a new
concept of Iranian identity through engagements with European social,
political, and cultural institutions. What makes Mustowfi’s work
particularly interesting is that in his recollections he does not merely
occupy the position of the observer extolling the virtues of European
civilization. Rather, he enacts the role of a transcultural Iranian by
providing a step-by-step illustration of a cultural makeover.
Encapsulated in his memoirs is the intense curiosity and effort embedded
in the self-transformation so many Iranians of this generation wished to
achieve.

The concept of “contact zone,” as developed by the comparatist
Marie Louise Pratt, provides a frame of reference for
understanding the principles of rejection, adaptation, and adoption
operating in Mostowfi’s melding of personal and political history.
Positioning his family history as inextricably intertwined with the
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Nation-State, Identity and Modernity

Jamshid Behnam

Beginning with a survey of the tribal nature of the Qajar dynasty in 19"
century Iran, the author discusses the pre-modern patrimonial structure of
political rule in the country and the process that led to its demise and the
onset of the attempts to modermnize Iran and reconstruct Iranian national
identity. The failure of the constitutional revolution to reach some of its
mam objectives and the ensuing deterioration of Iran’s political and
economic conditions led to the establishment of Pahlavi’s authoritarian
rule. Reza Shah’s primary objective was to create an effective central
government with modern civilian, educational and military institutions
that could provide the essential elements for the revival and
reconstruction of Iran’s national identity.

In surveying the history of twentieth century Iran, beginning
with Reza shah’s reign, the author comes to the conclusion that the
succeeding Iranian governments in their zeal to proceed either on the
path to govermment-directed social and economic modernization, or in
opposition to the development of a modern and secular society, neglected
the role of individual as citizen. Thus, with scant attention to, and at
times outright negation of the individual’s rights and responsibilities, the
most salient element of modernization, i.e, civil society, has yet to be
materialized in Iran,

Despite this major shortcoming, the modernization process, with
all its ups and downs, has contributed to significant achievements
particularly in economic, educational and social fields. Furthermore, all
evidence indicates that the desire to continue on the path of
modernization on the western pattern remains the implicit or explicit
premise of Iran’s vibrant intellectual and social movements.
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regarding the nature and extent of the Imperial influence on its periphery,
particularly Egypt. To be sure, no one can either doubt the vitality of
ancient Egyptian social structures and ideology or the existence of
revolts against its conquerors. Neither one should doubt the solidity of
the Achaemenid hold on the Nile valley, or reduce the Persian presence
in Egypt to a mere epiphenomenon without any real consequence. Thus,
the recent discoveries and publications on Achaemenid Egypt open up
prospects of fundamental new growth of scholarship in the near future.

The Persian Translators of Buddhist Texts in China
Nahal Tajaddod

The first translation of sacred Buddhist texts from Sanskrit to Chinese,
the author suggests, was undertaken by Buddhist missionaries of Iranian
origin who had traveled to and resided in China, and who later proceeded
to build a Buddhist pagoda in Luoyang, the Chinese capital. The oral
translation of these texts began in the middle of 2™ century with the
assistance of local Chinese converts. The first two translators, An Shigao
and An Xuan were both Parthians. According to Antonino Forte, An
Shigao was a Parthian prince who had been sent to the Chines court as a
royal hostage, and An Xuan a Parthian merchant who learned Chinese
and began to translate Buddhist texts in the school founded by An
Shigao. It is said that An Shigao whose fame spread to western Chinese
provinces, succeeded in translating more than 176 religious texts into
Chinese by using Taoist terms and expressions.

The religious missionaries of Iranian origin were not limited to
the followers of Buddha. Indeed, in the 7% and 8" centuries a number of
Manichaean, and Christian Persians also traveled to china as pioneer
missionaries of their respective faiths. Most of these Persian missionaries
were fluent in several languages, including Chinese, and were well
versed in the sciences of their time, particularly astrology.



New Trends in Achaemenid History

Pierre Briant

The article elaborates on the contemporary structure of Achaemenid
history and the perspectives that will determine its future developments.
Although Achaemenid studies have been persistently undervalued, they
have entered a new, flourishing period, especially in the last twenty
years. The new studies and a growing number of excavations have,
according to the author, refuted the long held assumption that the
Achaemenid hold on its territories was limited to a few closely-
controlled enclaves and to the axes of the major royal routes.
Furthermore, discoveries of images copied or adapted from the mmperial
court reflect the Persian Imperial presence in the provinces, including
Babylonia and Egypt. These studies and discoveries also illustrate a
pronounced movement toward better recognition of the Achaemenid
phase in the historical scale of the lands of the Near East during the first
millennium. Moreover, these findings do not come only from the
publication of new documentary material but also from the re-
examination of old documents. Indeed, the discovery of underground
water canals, or ganats, in a village built during the Achaemenid period,
has confirmed and amplified the historians' awareness of Egypt under
Achaemenid rule.

Indeed, the totality of the newly published documents would
soon challenge the whole of the traditional interpretive framework
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