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Hoveyda never asked Etemad what he was up to and never inquired
whether the atomic program could also have military applications, in
fact it was Etemnad who asked Hoveyda whether he knew of any "secret
plans [for the military use of atomic energyl." Hoveyda apparently
responded with a question of his own. “Why do you want to know?" He
inquired, and when Etemad said because it would make a difference in
what they shoud do, Hoveyda answered, "I really don't know the
answer.” In his unwillingness to inquire seriously into this sensitive
question, Hoveyda was joined by Etemad himself, who claims rather
enigmatically that early on he had “easily understood what they had in
mind, but I pretended not to know. . .I coud see that pieces of a large
mosaic were thus coming together."

The only person who knew what the mosaic would look like was the
shah himself, and to make sure that the situation remained that way, he
wanted the Atomic Energy Organization to directly report to him.
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Resistance to the Shah: Landowners and Ulama in Iran
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beauty, love and vitality, Hedayat’s represents decay, disintegration and
death. Furthermore, Hedayat’s imagery also provides some clues about
his fascination with a number of modern European philosophers on the
one hand, and his preoccupation with man’s increasing sense of fear and
loneliness in the modern world.
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manuscript sources which had been preserved secretly in numerous
private collections. However, modern scholarship in Ismaili studies was
actually initiated in the 1930’s in India, where significant collections of
Ismaili manuscripts had been preserved in the Ismaili Bohra commumnity.
This breakthrough resulted mainly from the pioneering efforts of W.
Ivanow (1886-1970) and a few Ismaili Bohra scholars based in India.
Ismaili scholarship received a further impetus through the establishment
in 1946 of the Ismaili Society of Bombay.

Thoughts on the Imagery of Persian Literature
Azin Hossein Zadeh

In a comparative survey, the article discusses the subject of imagery in
literature and contrasts the long tradition of European scholars and
literary critics in their interpretive studies of literary imagery with a
dearth of similar scholarship in Iran. The main reason for this contrast,
the author suggests, is the availability of literary evidence and source
material in Europe and lack of such basic data in the Iranian literary and
historical heritage. Thus, whether Islamic prohibition of representational
art had any effect on the development of imagery in Persian literature
continues to invite, according to the author, contradictory speculation
- which in most part is devoid of substantial historical evidence.

Basing his analysis on two of Nizami’s celebrated works,
Khsrow va Shirin and Haft Peykar on the one hand, and Hedayat’s Buf-e
Kur [The Blind Owl], on the other, the author attempts to compare one of
Iran’s major classical poets with one of its celebrated contemporary
writers in terms of their use of imagery. Nizami, the author claims,
focuses more on the physical, rather than moral, attributes of his
characters. He employs imagery not only to highlight the sheer physical
beauty of his subjects but also as an expression of the most delicate of
the narrator’s inner feelings.

According to the author, in Iran’s modemn llterature Hedayat’s
celebrated work, The Blind Owl, represents the author’s intense
preoccupation with imagery. Indeed, images dominate almost every
passage of the narrative. However, while Nizami’s imagery bespeaks of
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often blunt and at times scathing, he berates some of his contemporaries,
including Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh, Mojtaba Minovi and Bijan Jalali,
for their perceived follies and foibles.

Ismaili Studies: Historical Precedents and Modern Developments
Farhad Daftari

Beginning with a review of the history of he Ismailis, as a major Shi’i
Muslim community, the author elaborates on the basic tenets of the
Ismaili theology. The Ismaili system of religious thought, the author
suggests, was based on a fundamental distinction between the exoteric
[zahir] and the esoteric [batin] aspects of the sacred scriptures and
religious commandments and prohibitions, holding that every literal
meaning implied an inner, hidden and immutable reality. He also surveys
the seminal contributions of the Ismaili Da’is [religio-political
missionaries] and authors to Islamic theology and philosophy in general
and to Shi’i thought in particular.

In the course of their history, the author believes, the Ismailis have
been accused of a variety of heretical practices and, at the same time, a
multitude of myths and misconceptions circulated about the Ismailis and
their teachings. This is mainly because the Ismailis were, until recently,
studied and evaluated almost exclusively on the basis of the evidence
collected or often fabricated by their enemies. As the most revolutionary
wing of Shi’ism with a religio-political agenda aimed at uprooting the
Abbassids and restoring the caliphate to the Ismaili imam, the Ismailis
from early on aroused the hostility of the Sunni establishment. With the
founding of the Fatimid State, the Ismaili challenge to the established
order had become actualized and thereupon the Sunni Establishment
launched what amounted to a more systematic anti-Ismaili propaganda
campaign. In fact, by spreading defamatory claims and forged accounts,
the anti-Ismaili authors produced a “black legend” in the course of
4%/10™ century. Indeed, these distorted views and forged accounts
became the main sources of European and orientalist studies of the
Ismaili beliefs and practices.

According to the author, the breakthrough in Ismaili studies had to
await the recovery and study of genuine Ismaili texts on a large scale—
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Some twenty years after the Revolution, however, and in spite of legal
restrictions, substantial transformations are affecting women’s lives.
Women, seeking educational, political, and cultural options outside the
traditional domestic sphere, are invading previously all-male territories.
Perhaps the male nightingale, this age-old metaphor for the male poet
and the loyal lover of the Rose, after well over a thousand years of
segregation, is finally reunited with the female nightingale.

Sadeq Hedayat Through some of His Personal Letters
Iraj Parsinejad

The article, which is mostly based on a survey of 82 letters written by
Sadeq Hedayat to his closest friend, Hasan Shahid Noura’i and compiled
in an annotated volume, is an attempt to discover new factors which
might have contributed to Hedayat’s depressive state of mind. According
to the author, although Hedayat’s melancholy and pessimistic world view
are abundantly reflected in most of his short stories, the newly published
letters shed more light on the psyche and personality of this most
celebrated and influential of Iran’s modem writers. The author suggests
that it was not only the impact of generally depressive social and political
conditions in Iran, but also Hedayat’s own inner demons that gradually
drove him to ever deepening state of depression.

Hedayat’s fascination with death and his suicidal tendencies were
already evident in his early writings beginning with Ensan va Heyvan
[Man and Beast], Ruba’iyyat-e Khayyam and Zendeh be Gur [Buried
Alive]. However, it is in these published letters, the author believes, that
Hedayat’s deep feelings of despair and ennui are revealed. The daily
routine of a nearly solitary life, and the hardship of living in a barely
furnished and poorly ventilated room in his father’s home, all seem to
have deepened Hedayat’s innate cynicism. His short and cursory
involvement in Iranian leftist politics merely increased his revulsion
towards politicians and politics, Iranian style.

The letters also reveal, according to the author, that Hedayat’s
mistrust and low esteem of Iranians as a whole did not spare a number of
celebrated Iranian writers and intellectuals of his time. In a language
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historical narratives. We shall see that contrary to expectations, our three
authors (or rather ideologues) have not only shared certain images of

The Exile of the Female Nightingale from the “Land of the Rose and
the Nightingale”

Farzaneh Milani

Iran Possesses 490 different species of birds. Qut of this rich and diverse
bird fauna, it is only the male nightingale that has become 2 powerful
metaphor not only for Persian poets but also for the country itself, Iran is
known as the “Land of the Rose and the Nightingale,”

What is amazing, however, is the fate of the female nightingale.
Where is she in all of these poetic accounts: By having the male
nightingale sing the beauty of roses have we, in effect, exiled the female
nightingale out of the garden? Why do we think the male nightingale
sings the love of the Rose and not that of the female nightingale? Are
nightingales a species without females?

It is the object of this paper to study the gendered allocation of
space in Iran and the intricate interconnectedness between mobility and
modernity. Indeed, in the political history of modem Iran, doubts about

and leftists have considered women’s “public display,” as a flag, at times
a badge of national pride, at other times an emblem of shame.

The “Islamization” of the already Muslim Iran, soon after the
1979 Revolution, began with a massijve campaign to "purify” the public
Space of women. Thousands upon thousands of women were coerced
into early retirement; many lost their Jjobs, many were forced into exile.
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