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authority of the traditional elites and effectively ended their monopoly on
the creation and interpretation of culture. -

The Presence of Hafiz in Goethe’s Writings

Hamid Tafazoli

The article discusses the ways a great European poet, Goethe, became
aware of and was influenced by the ideas of one of Iran’s great poets,
Hafiz, who had preceded him nearly by four centuries. Despite the time
lapse, both had quite similar philosophies of life and viewed their -
contemporary social and political conditions with comparable outlooks.
So deep were the similarity of values and attitudes that Goethe proceeded
to embark on an imaginary trip to the land of Hafiz, which produced one
of the German poet’s major works entitled West-oestlicher Divan.
Despite the complexity of its ideas and expressions, this masterpiece
opened a new vista in the German classical and romantic period which in
turn introduced the rest of Europe to Iranian culture and its literary and
poetic achievements. Since 1814, according to the author, Goethe
diverted his full attention to the study of Oriental and Eastern culture and
literature. The publication of a German translation of Divan of Hafiz in
the same year had introduced him to the Persian poet. In his imaginary
trip, Goethe proceeded from China to India and Arabia and finally settled
in Iran, the land of Hafiz whom he called his twin brother.

In the writing of West-oestlicher Divan,Goethe was influenced,
the author suggests, by three main characteristics evident in both Hafiz’
poetry and Eastern culture. The first was Hafiz’ masterful Jjuxtaposition
of worldly feelings and metaphysical/ mystic sensations. The second was
the Persian poet’s style that liberated Goethe from the confines of
traditional European poetic forms. The third was the pervasive values in
Iranian culture that in Goethe’s view had traversed geographic
boundaries and engulfed all of the Eastern world.



predominantly Islamist in its worldview, is pro-democracy, reformist and
mostly in favor of legalistic, institutionalized methods of social change.
The future course of the movement, however, could be influenced by
increasingly more vocal secular-nationalistic student groups.

The Indigenous Solution to the Modernization Dilemma
The “New” Schools in 19” Century Iran

Monica Ringer

In late 19th century Iran, several dozen European-style schools were
established in Tehran, Tabriz, and elsewhere in Iran which marked an
important departure from past educational initiatives. These "New"
schools manifested an important shift in the discourse of modernization--
a shift which is often overlooked in the scholarship of this period of
modemization and reform. The author suggests that in the late 19th
century, a new approach to the modernization dilemma was proffered by
Abd al-Rahim Talebof and others which indicates a much more
sophisticated and complex understanding of the issues of modernization
on the part of the reformers than is often recognized. This "indigenous
approach" found its practical expression in the establishment of these
"New" schools.

While these schools did include European subjects in the
curriculum which were not found in the ftraditional curriculum--
mathematics, foreign languages, sciences-- they were not simply
imported European schools. In fact, their hallmark was their synthesis of
European and Iranian subjects. They also reflected the fact that
intellectuals and educational activists recognized some of the difficulties
in importing foreign institutions. The successful synthesis of subjects in
the New schools constituted their greatest threat to the traditional
educational system and the religious establishment. They also directly
challenged the existing social and political elites. The possession of new,
scientific knowledge and the status and prestige associated with it also
translated into a degree of cultural and moral authority in society, outside
of the preserve of the ulema.

By proposing to synthesize tradition with modernization, Islam
with constitutionalism, and religious instruction with sciences and
foreign languages, and by publishing journals which sought to reach
directly to the public, these theorists usurped the moral and cultural




seems that the question most frequently discussed is not the relationship
between Iran and the West; it is rather the way Iran must face, and
interact with, the outside world as a whole and as an increasingly
interconnected and unavoidable entity.

The Revival of Iranian Student Movement: A Sociological Analysis

Mehrdad Mashayekhi

In the course of Islamic Revolution of 1978-79 a de facto alliance
between the Marxist and Islamist student organizations played an
instrumental role in the downfall of the monarchy. Following the clerical
capture of power, however, this fragile alliance came to an abrupt end.
Fifteen months into the revolution, the Islamic regime had yet to
consolidate its power in Iranian universities and other centers of higher
learning which had become the hotbed of both Marxist and Islamist
groups. In April 1980 government forces attacked campuses in various
cities following which the government closed down the universities for a
three-year period. It took another fourteen years, roughly around 1997,
when the new post-revolutionary student movement reappeared on the
political arena.

This essay will make an attempt to provide a sociological
analysis of the revived student movement in Iran. Utilizing some of the
most recent theoretical perspectives on social movements, notably
“resource mobilization” and “political opportunity structure”, the
analysis will focus on the following interrelated factors in the
reemergence of the movement.

a) The role of university campuses, acting as centers of
interaction, mobilization, and political socialization of a new generation
of Iranian student activists; b) The respective roles of various student
organizations in providing leadership for the politically active students;
¢) The election of Mohammad Khatami in May of 1997 which led to a
limited political and cultural liberalization which in turn, facilitated the
further expansion of the student movement; and d) The new
reformist/legalistic tactics of the dominant student movement- tied to the
reformist faction of the government- which has enhanced its resources.

The existing student movement is markedly distinct from both the
Marxist-dominated movement of the 1970s as well as the conservative-
Islamist student activists of the 1980s. The current movement, while



The election of the new Majles, most of whose members support
Khatami’s positions, has so far had little effect on the outcome of the
ongoing struggle. In fact, just recently, and at the behest of the vali fagih,
the proponents of a revised and more lenient press law withdrew their
proposal without much resistance. However, despite this latest victory of
the conservative faction, one can not predict the final outcome of the
power struggle that is being waged in the context of the contradictory
principles governing the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Contemporary Discourse on Modernity in Iran

Jamshid Behnam

Since the beginning of Iran’s contacts with the Western, and particularly
European societies, nearly a century and a half ago, Iranian intellectuals,
politicians and leaders have reacted to western norms and institutions in
a variety of ways. Some have admired the West, praised its achievements
and values and have tried to emulate and adopt many of its modern
characteristics. Others have belittled and denigrated western culture and
denied the validity of modern western experience for Iran. In the
extreme, the reaction has moved from idealization to vilification of all
things Western. From 1920’s onward, these reactions have been
expressed with a view to the various projects aimed at modernization of
Iran. The goal of modernization, including industrialization, adoption of
Western techniques and scientific methodology and some, if not all, of
its cultural and artistic norms, became the essential component of
government programs in Iran from 1925 to 1979. Even the Islamic
regime, despite its patently anti-western attitude and its protestations
against the onslaught of Western culture, has more or less continued the
program of modernization at least in some areas.

In the last two decades, however, the whole discourse on
modernization has undergone a fundamental transformation. In the West,
the process of economic and cultural globalization coupled with the
emergence of new trends of thought on issues such as cultural relativity
and diversity and post-modern developments, have contributed to the
formation and spread of a new discourse on modernity. Likewise, in Iran
both secular and religious thinkers and writers have launched serious
discussions on the nature and properties of civil society, democracy,
freedom and womien’s rights with unparalleled urgency. Furthermore, it
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