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If sorrow flared like fire its smoke would rise
Darkening forever all the earth and skies;
Wander the world, but you will never find
One man who's happy and who's also wise.

Great wealth is narcissus
And wisdom is a rose;

Where one will bud and flourish
The other never grows

The wise man's never wealthy,
How little Croesus knows!
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I'll hide within my poems as I write them
Hoping to kiss your lips as you recite them

ool 5l ol 03 el (@il (2 leT 5l walad Gl L s

ol Jlas 15 0e Jo 5 3,5 Wb Jlas Jo 3 S
‘al_:.- L PROWL L5 LT S) PO PG AR Py

If one can make a fortress of the heart

May no heart be your fortress but my own-
And may your days there be as countless as
The countless condenses that you have shown.
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Wait! Patience is rewarded, so they say;

Well, yes-when Death has carted us away.

My life has been one patient long delay:
Rewards, it seems, must wait till Judgement Day.
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My hated love, last night and all night too,
They, curse them, told me stories about you-
Their gossip was you break your promises;
 And d you know what?- my heart said, 'Yes, it' s true'.
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Paul W. T. Kingston

Britain and the Politics of Modenization

in the Middle East: 1945-1958

New York, Cambridge University Press, 1996
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Mary Ann Heiss :

Empire and Nationhood: The United States, Great Britain,
and Iranian Oil, 1950-1954

New York, Columbia University Press, 1997
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Assef Bayat
Street Politics: Poor People's Movements in Iran
New York, Columbia University Press, 1997
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Images of Power and the Power of Images
Layla S: Diba

The central theme of this article is that throughout the constant
picturing of himself, his court, and his accoutrements, Fath ‘Ali Shah
Qajar sought to establish his power as leader of the Shi’ite community,
mediator between social orders and heir to the ancient traditions. Life-
size painting of this period was the visual expression of a self-
consciously historicizing ruler and culture. These images provided
Persians with an idealized view of their past, parallel to the better-known
epic and oral tradition. Thus, Fath ‘ali shah constantly utilized as a
vehicle for the formulation of a Persian self-image-albeit centered on his
person-well before the better-known manifestations of the Nasiri period.

According to the author, therefore, Fath ‘Ali shah must be recognized
as the precursor of the later Persian search for identity. Until primary
texts of the period are more accessible, early Qajar imagery- through the
intermediary of the imperial and tribal dynastic imagery invented for its
greatest patron- provides us with an idealized visual history of how the
period pictured itself.

In the final analysis, early Qa_;ar representations present an artificial
image of splendor, which did not reflect historical reality. Early Qajar
pianting and imagery actually constituted a visual divorce from reality.
The indifference of Fath ‘Ali Shah’s successor, Muhammad Shah, to the
monuments of his grandfather, the destruction of Fath ‘Ali shah, palaces
in the Tehran citadel by Nasir al-Din Shah in the name of progress, and
pure neglect all but obliterated this chapter of the Persian figural
tradition. _

In seeking to understand the function and impact of royal imagery in
the early Qajar period, it is imperative to recall that the emotional and
psychological power of these images was based on a great visual
heritage. Fath ‘Ali Shah’s bas reliefs an images elicited the same
reverence accorded to religious images and drew on a tradition of
submission to stylized and idealized images of ancient Iranian rulers and
their successors. At the same time the vivid palette, rich materials, and
decorative patterning of these images was intended to evoke an aesthetic
admiration usually reserved for Persian manuscript painting and conjure

~ up images of immense power, boundless wealth, and potency.
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A Short History of Qajar Music

Amené Youssefzadeh

The Qajar period is, by all accounts, an improtant era in the
development of Iranian music. It was in this period that, following
nearly two centuries of neglect, music, like many other art forms,
emerged prominently within the space of the Qajar court. However, little
has been written on the subject. Qajar rulers, pursuing the tradition left
by their predecessors, made music an integral part of their life style.
Musicians and composers, both male and female, were allowed to
perform for the king and his guests. Today, what is recognized as
classical Iranian national music has changed little since the Qajar era.

Beginning with Nasir al Din-Shah’s reign, passion play [ta zieh]
which had customarily been accompanied by music and poetry, played
an important part in preserving and transferring the Iranian traditional
music. Towards the end of the Qajar period, emerged a lighter version of
Iranian music called tasnif and rapidly gained popular appeal. Poets and
composers, such as Ali Akbar Sheida and Aref Qazvini composed pieces
of this genre with romantic or patriotic themes that have remained an
essential part of Iranian musical heritage.

At the end of the Qajar period, music was popularized and gradually
became an important facet of the Iranian culture and used by the ruling
elite and various political movements as a potent instrument for the
advancement of political and social causes.

Architcetural renovation in the Qajar Period

Reza Moghtader

With the fall of the Safavids at the hand of the invading Afghans,
Persian art lost most of its vitality and splendor. Aga Mohmmad Khan
Qajar was the first Iranian ruler after Nadir Shah, who initiated a
program for the renovation and reconstruction of a number of historic
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monuments including Takht-e Shiraz and Sakhteman-e Karim Khan in
Isfahan. The selection of Tehran as the capital city highlighted 1ts
infrastructural shortcomings and chaotic architectural design. However,
Fath ‘Ali Shah embarked upon a vast construction program for the city.
Within the royal citadel at the heart of Tehran, he ordered the
construction of a number of residential and official buildings. Deeply
interested in country life, he also built royal palaces outside main urban
areas. A number of well designed bazaars, schools, public bathhouses
and mosques were also constructed by members of nobility and Qajar
princes in a number of Iranian cities. Among these, the most prominent
religious structure is Tehran’s Masjed-e Shah [King’s Mosque]. -
However, with Iran’s second and decisive defeat by Russian forces and
the loss of north-western territories, Fath ‘Ali shah also lost his zeal for
architectural upgrading of Iranian cities.

With Nasir al-Din Shah’s ascent to the throne and the appointment of
Mirza Taqi Khan Amir Kabir as the prime minster, the second phase of
innovation and reconstruction in Tehran, whose population had increased
considerably, got underway. The establishment of Dar al-Fonun, and
expanded contact with European countries, the process was further
accelerated. New streets and large squares, royal palaces, hospitals,
horse-driven railroad wagons which presented a melange of western and
traditional Iranian features transformed Tehran’s architectural scene.

E. G. Browne and the Issue of Historical Relevance in Scholarship
Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak

This essay reviews Edward Granville Browne's four-volume opus, 4
History of Persia, a groundbreaking and monumental contribution to our
understanding of the historical evolution of Persian literature. Browne's
work, conceived over a century ago and published over three decades
(1890s-1920s), remains a prime source of historical scholarship in
Persian literature, and has recently been re-issued by Iranbooks of
Bethesda, Maryland. J. T. P. DeBruijn has written an insightful
introductory essay to the new edition in which he discusses a few
questions surrounding Browne's work, and ponders the issue of the
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lifespan of scholarly works as sources of knowledge. What, DeBruijn
asks, are the "exceptional qualities” of a scholarly work in the field of
humanities that seem at times to "compensate for the unavoidable loss of
actuality and save it from ever becoming completely outdated."

This essay begins with an expose of DeBruijn's
introduction before moving on to an examination of certain
fundamental issues in Browne's work. It then concentrates on the
social and intellectual context of Browne's enterprise. It
investigates Browne's assertion that he has based his work on two
notable historical works of the period: John Richard Green's A
Short History of the English People and Jean Jules Jusserand's 4
Literary History of the English People. In spite of Browne's
explicit expressions of indebtedness to these two immensely
influential works of historical scholarship in late nineteenth
century, none of the scholars who have examined 4 Literary
History of Persia throughout the twentieth century has pursued this
line of inquiry. On the basis of a close examination of Browne's
methodology in relation to those of his models, the essay
demonstrates that Browne makes effective -and very discerning-
use of the latest methodologies developed by nineteenth-century
continental and British schools of historiography and available to
literary-historical scholarship at the turn of the century. This, the
essay concludes, is the principal reason why Browne's history still
maintains its significance as a primary source for understanding
the movement of Persian literature through many vicissitudes over
the last millennium.
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