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The Animal World in Ancient Iran

Mahnaz Moazami

Although Animals played an important role in ancient Iranian culture,
little scholarly attention has been paid to their status and treatment in that
period. Zoroastrian literature constitutes a synthesis of the '::liefs that
Iranians held about the animal world, specifically how they viewe the
place and functions of animals in the universe.

Dualism is the most salient feature of Zoroastrian religion that
affected all aspects of Iranian civilization during the Sasanian period.
According to this dualism the entire universe is divided into two
opposing categories of existence: all that is good arises from the
creativity of Ohrmazd, the Beneficent Spirit, and all evil emanates from
Ahriman, the hostile spirit. Consequently, the animal world is also
divided into two distinct sections: the “good” creatures created by
Ohrmazd who are sacred and beneficial, and those created by Ahriman
who are harmful to man and must be avoided or destroyed.

The beneficial animals are worthy to be sacrificed at special
occasions, are edible, play an important part in religious rituals, and are
an integral element of myths and legends. Indeed, these creatures inhabit
the earth for the purpose of serving man. Thus, there were abundant
religious laws and edicts which purported to ensure their proper
protection.

The xrafstars or harmful animals were believed to be the descendants
of Ahriman, possessing an evil nature and therefore deserved to be
eliminated. The original conflict between the two spirits is revealed in
the contrasting spirits of nature that is most particularly manifested in the
constant struggle between forces of good and evil. The value placed on
the beneficial animals and the imperative to face down the harmful
creatures of nature must be considered as another manifestation of the
struggle. The primary purpose of the struggle is to reestablish the
primordial and unpolluted original state of existence.
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death. He can not be free either, for his own will affects neither his birth
nor his death; his existence having preceded his will. Yet the very
knowledge of the truth, of the constancy and inevitability of death, can
by itself be liberating. In this awareness lies the key to man’s freedom
from all that debase and enslave him in life.

Thus, man’s only hope to defy death is the search for the truth that
will be a testament to his honor and good name, a measure of his true
identity. Indeed, it is in their striving for honor that the true heroes of
Shahnameh welcome death. They gladly sacrifice their lives to guard and
preserve their honor. For, though flesh and blood are the prey of time and
therefore ephemeral, man’s name and honor may, by his deeds, escape
time and death and turn eternal. Only by seeking and finding the truth,
the ultimate morality, by transcending all the base instincts embedded in
man’s nature, can man’s name survive death.

It is, furthermore, in the quality of life that man’s good name may
thrive, in the way he struggles to free himself from the mundane, and n
his determination to overcome his fear of death. It is how we encounter
death that our name triumphs in the crucible. And ultimately, it is mn
disdaining death, in purposefully risking our lives that we may reach the
ultimate level of physical and spiritual fulfillment that includes the
survival of our good name.

The Origins of Name-ye Pahlavi in Shahnameh

Mahmud Omidsalar

In referring to the sources of his work Ferdowsi uses different tz:ms,
including dafter-e Pahlavi. A number of scholars have ofter considerec
this term refers to the language of Shahnameh, and thus have assumed
that Ferdowsi had been able to read and understand this language.
Pahlavi, or Fahlavi, however, does not necessarily mean the middle
Persian language but either an old dialect used by the inhabitants of the
Jibal or the flowery and eloquent literary Persian. Pahlavi, in this
context, may also mean a linguistic style of tremendous complexity and
nuance that does not lend itself to easy understanding.
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The Demise of Manichaeism: A Comparative Review
Fereydun Vahman

Manichaeism was a successfu] missionary religion during the time of
the Sasanians with a well-constructed system of doctrines and an overall

Empire. Manichaeism disappeared in Europe in the 6™ century, in
Byzantine Empire by the 9% century, and in the Islamic World in 11%
century. Only in China did it survive unti] 16% century.

By stressing the social worth of the merchant and moneyed classes
and denigrating manual labor, and debasing marriage and procreation,

On Heroic Death and Valiant Life in Shahnameh

Shahrokh Meskoob

Ferdowsi’s eloquent reference to the inevitability of death, as the
ultimate enslaver of man and the constant, inseparable, innate companion
of life, leads the author to ponder the relationship between bondage and
freedom, man’s primordia] longing to defy and escape time and death
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