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Pivot of the Universe:

Naser al-Din Shah Qajar and the Iranian Monarchy, 1831-1896
Berkeley & Los Angeles, University of California Press, 1977
536 p. 33 plates, 7 figures.
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Mehrzad Boroujerdi

Iranian Intellectuals and the West;

The Tormented Triumph of Nativism

Syracuse, New York, Syracuse University Press,1996.
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Musical education in public schools began in earnest in the 1930’s and
consisted largely of sorud-singing. The aim was not so much to nurture talent
and music appreciation but to indoctrinate pupils with the values of official state
nationalism. The musical modernists of the 1920’s and 1930’s, chief among
them Ali-Naqi Vaziri, tried to reform Iranian classical music along Western
lines, but by the end of the 1930’s they were pushed aside and the state began
an effort to substitute European music for Iranian music. Reza Shah’s departure
in 1941 put an end to these policies.

* Abstract prepared by the author.

Hedayat’s Qazzieh [Parody] as a Literary Genre
Iraj Parsinejad

It is a commonly accepted fact that Sadeq Hedayat introduced parody
to Persian modern literature in the form of gazzieh. Indeed, there is an explicit
reference to the pioneering nature of this attempt in one of Hedayat’s own
works. At times resorting to prose but often in metered and rhymed phrases,
Hedayat used this genre in his gazziehs to ridicule customs, traditions, social
behavior or religious beliefs that he found to be irrational, inhumane or
otherwise abhorrent to his own sensibilities.

A number of his parodies, however, had as their targets the traditional
Persian literary works, in terms of their contents as well as the style and mode
of writing. In his own writing, Hedayat often scoffed at the prevalent literary
norms and disregarded accepted syntactic and orthographic rules. Thus, he
deliberately misspelled ordinary words in these parodies in a clear attempt to
ridicule some of Iran’s traditionalist men of letters who were sticklers for detail
and grammatical correctness.

As to the content of the writings of his contemporaries. he targeted
what he saw as banal and repetitious themes and claimed that the arena of
Iranian literature had been dominated by mediocre storytellers, second-rate poets
and peddlers of insignificant biographies. In a sense he lamented the prevalent
social and literary tastes which tolerated the continuation of the literary status
quo and shunned those who deviated from the beaten path and tried to revitalize
Persian literature in modern and innovative ways.



unusual degree. This judgement may also be based on the fact that his first
work--unlike the rest-- was uniquely innovative. Most importantly, Jamalzadeh
refused to follow the fashionable currents of the time either in politics or in
trendy "committed" literature, although he went on writing "realistic” fictions
which were critical of Iranian social mores and political culture.

Dar al-Majanin is not only Jamalzadeh’s second, but also one of his
best. The novel’s philosophical themes are spun around the intertwined lives of
a number of friends and relatives who reside in an insane asylum because they
are, or pretend to be, insane--one of whom, a character named Hedayat Ali
Khan, has an uncanny resemblance to Sadeq Hedayat. The use of language,
description of some scenes and sceneries, and the presence of imagery are at
times masterly. In his development of the narrative lines, the author manages to
delve into lengthy discussions of issues such as sanity and madness, reality and
appearance, reason and mysticism, frequently quoting many Iranian and
European poets, philosophers and mystics. The story is in some sense tragic, but
it is far from depressing although it ends on an unhappy note.

Dar al-Majanin was written in 1941 and contains the prophetic literary
prediction of Sadeq Hedayat’s suicide ten years later. I once suggested to
Jamalzadeh that, among its other meanings, the novel might also mean that
Hedayat takes one into a false paradise from which there can be no escape. [ am
certain he told the truth when he emphatically said that nothing had been further
from his mind. Still, that impression too may be gained from the story.

*Abstract prepared by the author.

From Revolutionary Tasnif to Patriotic Sorud:
Music and Nationalism in Pre-World War II Iran

Houchang E. Chehabi

This article explores the contribution of music and music education to
nation-building in early twentieth century Iran. In the years following the
constitutional revolution of 1906, bards like Aref-e Qazvini composed patriotic
and increasingly nationalistic songs, tasnifs, which helped mobilize anti-
conservative forces. After the end of World War I, and specially under the
reign of Reza Shah, the rasnif was replaced as the main musical carrier of
nationalist ideology by the sorud. The values vehicled by the sorud nationalism,
often bordering on xenophobia, and loyalty to the Pahlavi monarchy, while the
libertarian ideas of the constitutional period were absent.



stages of his life many of Iran’s social and political ills, including despotism,
injustice, religious prejudice and fanaticism, and disregard for human rights.
Hence, his continued preoccupation with the idea of democracy and his early
involvement in political activities and a campaign against foreign intervention in
Iran’s internal affairs. Hedayat, on the other hand, led a secluded and rather
pampered life in Tehran. He was tutored by a French instructor and came to
know about European culture and democratic institutions through a number of
his relatives who had studied or travelled extensively in Europe.

In terms of their writings, while Hedayat mostly focuses on the
existential aspects of life, Jamalzadeh is often preoccupied with life’s concrete
and material manifestations. Thus, whereas in Jamalzadeh’s writings human
despair takes on social and political connotations, in Hedayat’s works it assumes
an absolute and eternal sense. Moreover,they are particularly distinct in their
opposition to religion. Hedayat is not only opposed to Islam but to all religions
and ideologies which presume to have the exclusive right to guide and control
man’s life. Even his early fascination with Zoroastrianism was mostly due to
the rising spirit of nationalism in Iran. Jamalzadeh, however, dislikes not the
idea of religion but the manifestations of arbitrary and inhuman application of
religious tenets by their zealous and bigoted interpreters and adherents. In a
broader context, while Hedayat does not believe in life after death, Jamalzadeh,
insists on his metaphysical beliefs. Ironically, Hedayat who dreaded frailty
committed suicide at a relatively young age, while Jamalzadeh, 105 years old
at his deathbed, still lamented the approaching end.

Dar al-Majanin [Lunatic Asylum]

Homa Katouzian

Jamalzadeh did not write fiction for twenty years after the publication
of his path-breaking collection of short stories, Yeki Bud va Yeki Nabud, which,
in a genuinely literary style, criticized important aspects of Iran’s culture and
society. It was only in 1941 that he wrote Dar al-Majanin, 2 novel which largely
concentrates on its characters’ psyches and existential problems, although--as in
almost all of Jamalzadeh’s works--the social framework is never out of sight.

The widespread belief that Jamalzadeh never wrote another good work,
after his first collection of short stories was published, stems partly from the fact
that the literary quality of his numerous short stories and novels varies to an



Jamalzadeh’s pre-eminence is due mainly to his timely clarion call for
a regeneration of Persian prose. One of the main themes that recurs in his
writings is the dilemma of Western-educated Iranians when they return home.
Numerous characters of this type appear in his works, all in different situations
and with different potentialities, but none of them is able to tolerate the
prevailing conditions, accommodate himself to the requirements of his milieu,
or even feel at home in his own country.

Another theme in his writings is criticism of Musiim clergy and Shiite
rites and institutions in Iran. Jamalzadeh was brought up in a religious family.
Thus, his approach to religion--unlike that of Hedayat who abhorred everything
religious--was more sympathetic and regarded the clergy as only falling short of
ideals of the faith. Whereas the majority of Iranian modern writers do not know
enough about the clerical mind and terminology and limit themselves to merely
abusing the clergy, Jamalzadeh beat the akhund with the akhund’s own stick.

Clearly, the author of Yeki Bud va Yeki Nabud must be considered one
of Iran’s greatest modern writers who despite, or perhaps because of, long years
of residence abroad, was until the end the most absolutely Persian of his
contemporaries. Nevertheless, the golden touch displayed in his first work never
quite reappeared in his later writings. All the same, his importance can scarcely
be exaggerated: he has just claims to his position as the dean of modern Persian
writers.

* Abstract prepared by the author.

Jamalzadeh and Sadeq Hedayat:
Vanguards of Modern Persian Writing

M. F. Farzaneh

Based on the personal idiosyncrasies of Jamalzadeh and Hedayat, the
similarities and differences in their style and the nature of their interpersonal
relationship, the author compares and contrasts the life and works of these two
pioneering Iranian writers. He suggests that despite the many differences that
separated them, mutual bonds of friendship and respect marked their disparate
lives.

Jamalzadeh’s life had little resemblance to Hedayat’s quiet and
uneventful existence. The former, had witnessed or experienced in the early



The Dean of Modern Iranian Writers
Hassan Kamshad

Sayyed Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh holds a place of singular distinction
in contemporary Persian literature as one of the innovators of the modern
literary language, and the first to introduce the techniques of European short-
story writing to Iran.

Jamalzadeh was only sixteen when he left Iran for good, but the
impression left on him by his childhood training and environment proved
indelible. After studying law in Switzerland and France, he joined a group of
Iranian nationalists in Berlin who published the famous journal Kaveh and who
engaged in a political and cultural campaign directed mainly against foreign
influence and intervention in their country’s affairs.

The publication of the celebrated yeki bud va yeki nabud [Once Upon
a Time] marked the beginning of Jamalzadeh’ career as a storyteller, and laid
the foundation of modern Persian prose and pointed the literary direction for the
next generation of Iranian writers.

Following the success of Yeki bud va yeki nabud in 1921, Jamalzadeh
refrained from litc. ary activities for the next twenty years, which coincided with
Reza Shah’s entire reign. The long silence came to an end in 1942 after which
he became one of the most prolific authors of modern Iran.

In general, there appears a sharp distinction between the early stories
written by Jamalzadeh and his later compositions. Whereas conciseness, novelty
of form, originality of ideas and a biting sense of humor mark the earlier
writings, his later works show a tendency towards prolixity, sage remarks and
mystical and philosophical speculations, frequent use of classical poetry and, at
times, lack of shape and order. Everyday expressions adorn almost every line,
to the extent that his penchant for juxtaposing idioms seems to override other
considerations.



