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periodicals often published articles that provided consiperable background

information on Iranian hisory, from Cynrs to the Qajars, as well as relevant data

and statistics on han's economic and social conditions. DUring the early years

of the Constitutional Revolution, the Arabic journals, displayed a cautionary
anitude twoard the events in IIan. In order to depict Muzaffar al-Din Shah in
a favorable light, Arab journalists praised his love of liberty and commended his
willingness !o $ant a constitution to the Iranian people.

However, with the accession of Muhammad Ali ShBh to the throne, and
his evident enmity toward the constitutionalists, the tone of tlle Arabic periodicals

changed. They began, in their articles and commentaries, !o express their
sympathy for the kanian people.

Seyyed Jamal al-Din Ya\z and the Pulpit

Asghar Fathi

Tracing the religious and political significance and symbolic value of the
Islamic pulpit to the early period of Islam, the author chalenges the view that
media of public communication exist only in the modern indusfial era. This
article discusses the role played by the Islamic pulpit as a r4edium of communi-
cation in the 1905-1909 Constitrtional Revolution in lran.

Focusing aftention on the most prominent and popular pro+onstitutional
preacher, Seyyed Jamd al-Din Ya'ez, the author suggests that although he was
handicapped by the basic incompatibilities between constitutionalism and the
teachings of Islam, he was, nevertheless, able to propagate Wesiern ideas, act as

a spokesman for the public, and air their grievances in simplg language ttrat both
informed and enterained his audience. In his sennons he stressed the value of
equality, freedom, security and education in promoting the iqterests of the hanian
people and bringing them to a level of prosperity existing in the Westem
countries. Indeed, he often remarked that the westerners had pdopted many of the

Quranic tenets in their search for a beuer worldly life. He could thus masterfully
elaborate on fhe aspirations of his audience. The style and content of Seyyed
Jamal al-Din's homilies transformed the pulpit from a fornal and solemn
religious instrument into a lively and relevant medium not rrnlike modern media
of communication.
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