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Shahrokh Meskoob,

Iranian Nationality and the Persian Language,

Tr. Michael Hillmann, Ed. John R. Perry,

Foreword and Interview with the Author by Ali Banuazizi,
Washington D. C., Mage, 1992.
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The Social Framework of Traditionalism
and Modernism in Iran*

Ahmad Ashraf

Scholars often discuss the clash of tradition and modemnity in general
terms, using current models of economic, political, social and cultural
modernization. Less attention is usually paid to the social framework of
traditionalism and modernism or to the relative powers of contending traditionist
and modernist forces. Since tradition and modemity may be associated with the
life-style as well as material and non-material interests of social and economic
classes and since relative success of each category may be thought to depend on
financial, political and cultural resources available to each, the author places the
conflict of traditionalism and modernism in its social setting. Thus, the article
reviews the confrontation of traditional and modern classes in Iran’s
developmental process, historical roots of their propensity to religious and
worldly affairs, and the role played by religious and secular intellectuals in the
tension between tradition and modernity.

In the Islamic societies in modern times scribes and other functionaries
of the state gradually adopted the Western way of life and thus became the
nucleus of a new middle class, constituted a new political elite and acted as
carriers of Western behavioral traits. Clerics and members of the bazaar, on the
other hand, kept up a rural urbanite life style. In the middle of this century a
third type began to appear in the cities. Since increasing migration from the
farmland to cities during this period has coincided with the rise of fundamentalist
Islam, certain political analysts have interpreted the emerging situation in terms
of Durkheim’s concept of anomie and considered the dislocated rural people in
the cities as the central base of revolutionary Islam. The author suggesis,
however, that the social base of the traditionalist forces remains old city
neighborhoods and their inhabitants, namely, bazaaris and clerics. The traditional
forces in Iran were more successful than their counterparts in other Islamic
couniries in reproducing themselves, learning modern ways and modem idioms,
and playing an effective political, economic and social role. Conversely,
modernist social classes became relatively weaker, were increasingly distanced
from the mainstream of the society and remained ignorant and neglectful of
traditional powers.

* Abstracts marked by an asterisk have been translated by Iran Nameh.
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Nationalism and Modernization in
Iran’s Post-Constitutional Political Culture*

Nader Entekhabi

In the post-constitutional period a new tendency began to take shape in
Iran. The constitutionalists’ failure to achieve the ends of the revolution led
many intellectuals and members of the political elite to believe that the secret of
the West’s success was to be found not in a representative and democratic order,
but rather in its national unity and nation-state model of government.

The new tendency, which may be called "modemist nationalism,” was
represented by such publications as Kaveh, Iranshahr, and Ayandeh. The idea
was that Iran needed a powerful centralized state to eliminate semi-independent
local rulers, to solve the tribal problem, to secure the country’s territorial
integrity, to do away with the ulama’s interference in secular affairs and to
establish a unified nation with one language and one culture instead of the
existing ethnic mosaic that was divided into so many parties and whose
constituents spoke so many different and mutually incomprehensible languages.

Founded on positivistic, centralized, authoritarian and elitist concepts,
modernist nationalism was transformed into the state ideology of modernization.

The Political Modernization of Iran*
Mohammad Reza Dijalili

Since the middle of the 19th century, Iran’s political elite has tried, for
various reasons, to modernize the institutions of the country. The establishment
of an Islamic Republic in Iran in 1979 seems to suggest that the effort has failed.
In reality, however, if the modernization effort seems not to have yielded the
expected results, it is, in large part, due to a constant rivalry between two strong
tendencies in the modemnization movement (the idealist and the realist) that has
led their proponents to fight each other even though they could have easily found
a framework for entente and compromise. The idealists’ failure may be
explained in terms of their utopian illusions. The realists, for their part, failed
due to a lack of flexibility and an incapacity to include in their accomplishments
the worries and interests of the people.
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The Ups and Downs of Economic Modernization in Iran*

Fereydoun Khavand

The history of the last two centuries in Iran is a history of the struggle
to modernize Iran’s economy and to overcome its national backwardness. In the
19th century, the two powerful economic reform currents that rose from the
bosom of the state bureaucracy failed to reverse Iran’s decline. The next wave
of Tran’s economic progress, begun with Reza Shah’s ascent to power, although
defeated and stopped by the second world war, left an important legacy. A new
chapter of economic reform in Iran during the 1960s and 1970s produced
significant results in many fields. But, because of its inner weaknesses, this
modernization experience was also snapped as a result of the Islamic Revolution.

Family, Women and Modernization*®

Vida Nasehi Behnam

The article is composed of several sections. In the first section the
author traces the paths by which ideas of freedom and equality of men and
women entered Iran and discusses how various women’s movements began to
take shape. Noting the important role Iranian writers abroad played in
introducing liberal thought to Iran, she also emphasizes the central role of men
and women in Iran in establishing a modern press, women’s organizations, the
Congress of Women, and schools.

The second section focuses on the role of the government in establishing
a system of modern education, encouraging girls to attend school and to enter the
labor market, which resulted in women getting out of the home and into contact
with the world.

In the third part the author discusses the effect on women'’s participation
in social and political affairs of national and international political events and
organizations, such as the second world war, political parties and the oil
nationalization movement. Using personal experience, studies done in the 1960s
and 1970s and the laws, in the fourth part the author notes that modernity in Iran
was essentially a matter for urban rather than rural regions.

The article concludes that Iranian women’s struggles during the 1980s
show that the Iranian society has been affected by modernity and that the process
of modernization, begun a hundred and fifty years ago, continues despite many
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trials and tribulations. Based on a number of variables, the author suggests that
the process has produced three types of urban women: traditional, modem-
oriented, and modern.

Modernity, Intellectuals and Democracy*

Ramin Djahanbeglou

Whereas the term "intelligentsia,” in its original Russian usage, denotes
a group of educated individuals bent on advocating a specific political ideology
or religious doctrine, the French word "intellectual” defines an individual who,
unburdened by specific political or ideological agenda, believes in certain
universal values. The cultural history of Iran, in the last half century, has been
dominated not by intellectuals, in the French sense of the word, but by the
“intelligentsia” with the Russian connotation.

In contemporary Iran, therefore, one has been faced not with iconoclasts
but with idolizers; not with debunkers of legends but with myth-makers. The
Iranian "intellectuals,” more often than not, have encountered the outside world
with a jaundiced, emotional and introspective eye. They have opposed modernity
simply because they consider many of its components, such as rationality and
democracy, as by-products of Western civilization. In their opposition to
modernity and westernization, these intellectuals seek refuge in such concepts as
“Iranian cultural identity” or "oriental spiritualism",

Thus, the Iranian intellectuals do not possess any of the attributes that
are normally associated with their Western counterparts. They can not be called
democrats since their beliefs are supposed to be self evident truths and thus not
subject to doubt; they are not autonomous thinkers and can not afford to
antagonize public opinion since they seek safety in ideology and crave public
adulation. They oppose philosophical relativism and political pluralism in society
because of their enchantment with unitary and absolutist ideologies which has
often led them to exercise a kind of intellectual terrorism.
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A Hundred Years of Modernization in
Iran’s Architecture and Urban Development™

Reza Moghtader

The news of industrial development in Europe and its effect on cities
and urban living began to reach Iran approximately from mid-19th century.
Gradually, traditional concepts of city planning and urban architecture mixed
with new ideas coming from the West as well as Russia. The following are
factors affecting this interaction: travels by Iranian statesmen, merchants, students
and tourists to Europe and the establishment of foreign embassies, legations and
trade representations in Iran; return of students with engineering and architecture
degrees from Europe, such as ‘Abd ur-Rasul Khan and Mirza Reza (1847), Mirza
Mehdi Khan (1864), and others; establishment of "Dar ul-Funiin" under Amir
Kabir’s aegis, where European-style engineering, design, drafting and mapping
were taught.

The Constitutional Revolution (1905/1906) and its accompanying
democratic ideals and national feelings, the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the
first world war (1914-1918) helped promote a favorable atmosphere in Iran for
modernization, which was accelerated after Reza Shah ascended the throne in
1925. The old "Iranian city” was no longer adequate (o the emerging economic,
social, political and cultural needs. During the 1930s, government began to
renovate the old buildings as well as construct new structures throughout the
country, but particularly in the capital, with unprecedented speed. Iran became
a giant architectural laboratory. Iran’s architecture during the Reza Shah period
may be categorized as follows: constructions following traditional concepts
(Tehran city hall); constructions influenced by ancient Iranian architecture
(National Bank, Police headquarters, and architecturally the very successful Iran
Bastan Museum; constructions influenced by neo-classic 1930 style (Ministry of
Justice, Tehran railway station); and finally a search and effort at new
architecture (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tehran Post Office).

This period’s architects may also be categorized as follows: local
architects (Ali Mohammad Khan, Lor-zadeh); Iranian architects educated in
Europe (Vartan Ovanessian, Gabriel Kevorkian); European architects (Heinrich,
Andre Godard, Maxime Siro).

Finally, the establishment of "Honar Kadeh," a college where
architecture was also taught, may be considered the last valuable product of the
modemization period in Iran’s architecture. Graduates of this school constitute
the largest group of contemporary Iran’s architects and city planners and city
builders. They have an important share in the building of the 20th century
"modern Iran."
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Istanbul: A "Way Station"
on the Path to the Modernization of Iran*

Jamshid Behnam

During the 18th and 19th centuries Western "modemity” was introduced
to other lands by two paths: directly from the metropoles to colonies, or
indirectly in response to the demand of non-colonized but dependent countries.
Iran belonged to the second category.

Because Iran was geographically distant, its initial relationship with
Europe was mediated through the neighboring countries that were closer to the
West. These "relay stations," such as Istanbul, Tbilisi, Cairo, Bombay, Calcutta,
functioned as receivers and transmitters of Western civilization. Through these
cities various manifestations of Western civilization--thoughts, norms, goods and
ways and means of social and political management--were introduced first into
border provinces (Azarbaijan, Gilan...) and then throughout the country. For a
variety of reasons (possibility of direct contact, travels of Iranians to Europe,
closing of the Russian borders, etc.,) these way stations lost their importance
after the Second World War during the second period of Iran’s modernization.

As a "way station” for Iranian modernists, Istanbul has known two
important periods. First, during the last decades of the 19th century Iranian
residents of Istanbul, particularly the refugees who had escaped the Qajar
despotism, became familiar with the tanzimat thinking and prepared the
intellectual grounds for Iran’s Constitutional Revolution. Second, during the
early decades of the twentieth century Iranians flecing Mohammad Ali Shah’s
tyranny, emulating and supporting the "Young Turks" movement, demanded
through their newspapers, books and other political actions the reinstatement of
the Constitution and initiation of modernization in Iran. This article discusses
the role of Iranian intellectuals and merchants in Istanbul in transmitting the
intellectual, political and social dimensions of Western modernity to Iran.
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"Unrequited Love" of Eshqi and
" Consummated Love" of Nizami*

Shahrokh Meskoob

Referring extensively to the poems of Mirzadeh Eshqi, particularly to
his "Ideal-e Pir-e Mard-e Dehgani (The Ideal of the Old Farmer)," the author
elaborates on the transformation of the image and perception of women in
modern Persian poetry. Whereas in Nima’s Afsaneh, the "lover” and the "poet”
are depicted along a journey through, and replete with allegorical references 1o,
"nature”, in Eshqi’s Ideal the story of the female protagonist is a means (o rail
against the victimization of women in Iranian society and to reveal man’s
criminal side.

According to the author Eshgi’s limited poetic experience is reflected
in the clumsy language of this particular play which is more of a document on
the prevailing social and political conditions in Iran than a worthy literary piece.
Nevertheless, Eshgi’s play must be considered as an important poetic work since
it clearly displays the poet’s extraordinary sense of the pain and injustice
afflicting the common man. Furthermore, many aspects of Iran’s Constitutional
Revolution and its aftermath are told in this tale of a woman’s woes which is
played out in natural settings

The powerful presence of wnature” in the creative process of love, and
its inevitable end, death--as described in the works of Nima and Eshqi--was
altogether a novel feature in Persian literature. Heretofore, "nature” was either
absent from Iranian romantic poetry Or, if present, was perceived quite differently
as was man and his relationship to nature. Thus, in classical Persian poetry,
nature was perceived through the poet’s metaphysical and transcendental sense.
Nature and man’s relations with it all passed through the filter of the existential
"Truth”.

Science, Universities and Subjugated Knowledges

Majid Rahnema

Modern science has led to material and technological advances of
importance to some aspects of human life. Yet, the hegemonistic trends it has
developed, coupled with its exclusive claims as the only possible form of
"scientific rationality,” have been counterproductive. A whole constellation of
knowledges that have been instrumental in creating and regenerating world
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cultures have been subjugated and some even destroyed in the name of scientific
rationality. The problem needs to be seriously addressed at a time when many
prominent "insiders" from the scientific imperium are questioning the myth of
scientific rationality as well as its dubious effects on the future of the planet.

A generation of new scientists, acting as "genealogists," are working at
the grassroots level to save these "subjugated knowledges" from being destroyed.
The aim is to allow them to play their full part in the peoples’ efforts to define
and answer the cognitive and practical problems of their concern,

Social sciences and universities have so far been not only an insensitive
witness to, but an important instrument in, the subjugation of vernacular
knowledges. They have lost touch with the sources which could have
strengthened the roots vital to their own growth. As a result, they are in the
process of losing both their usefulness and their credibility.

The question is not to adopt a lyrical attitude towards these knowledges,
much less to opt for "the virtues of direct cognition" as against "the abstract
unity of theory.” Were all knowledge systems to recognize their limits--and
indeed their possibilities--in a genuine respect for each other, their path could
lead them to a better understanding and, together, they could then reach out for
new and unpredictable horizons. It is perhaps time for localized struggles to
create new forms of knowledge and power, free from the tyranny of massive and
totalizing ideologies.
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