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Iran’s Economy after the Revolution

Jahangir Amuzegar

Iran’s economic developments in the post-1979 revolution are of interest
to all students of Iran’s political economy regardless of personal sympathy or
anupathy toward the Islamic Republic. These developments, according to the
government’s own agencies, paint a rather unflattering picture of the regime’s
economic record. The 1991/92 GDP in constant prices was barely different from
the figure for 1977/78-signifying no overall growth. Per capita real income was
down by 37 percent. During the 13-year period, the economy was persistently
plagued by chronic inflation, budgetary deficit, unemployment, a balance-of-
payment gap, and a declining standard of living.

The regime tends to attribute its acknowledged economic shortcomings
to the war with Iraq, Western enmity toward the Islamic revolution, sabotage by
the domestic opposition, and natural disasters. There is no doubt that certain
internal and extemnal impediments have indeed stifled growth. Intemnally,
repercussions of the early revolutionary turmoil, the exodus of professional
cadres, flight of capital, uncertainties regarding property ownership, and friction
among clerical groups were factors inimical to private investment and product
expansion. Externally, a costly and devastating war, harmful fluctuations in the
global oil market, Western trade sanctions, diplomatic isolation, and the influx
of more that 3 million refugees from neighboring countries' played havoc with
economic planning.

Nevertheless, while some of these adverse factors were beyond the
regime’s control, some others were certainly of the government’s own making.
Specifically three policies stand out. First, the regime’s constitutional
undertaking to export the revolution throughout the Muslim world (and beyond)
sapped a good measure of the country’s resources and contributed to its
diplomatic isolation. Second, the pursuit of an old Russo-Indian economic model
favoring public enterprise, price control, import-substitution, and overall
economic regimentation discouraged private ivestment, increased inefficiency,
and gave rise to widespread corruption. And third, attempts to impose an austere
and puritanical Islamic culture on inhospitable Persian cultural traditions led to
a mass exodus of managerial and entrepreneurial talent.

More disappointing still, from the regime’s standpoint, is the fact that
none of early promises by the victorious revolutionaries to change the course of
the Pahlavi’s economic strategy has been achieved. Iran continues to be an oil-
based economy, deficient in food, and dependent on industry and services for
rapid growth. The success of the present "moderate” administration in its
reconstruction and revival depends on the results of present economic reforms
for which a national consensus has yet to be found.
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concentrated in the historic and old sectors, the industrial structures and
residential dwellings have moved to the new and urban areas. Since the historic
and old sectors can not absorb the burden of needed infrastructure and urban
services, the bottlenecks and constant disruptions of urban life have continued to
plague the inner core of the cities. The legal-financial resources required to
remedy the situation have either been totally inadequate or at best have not been
properly coordinated.

A Review of Zabanshenasi Journal
Simin Karimi

This is a critical review of the Iranian journal of linguistics, the only
publication in Iran that is solely concerned with linguistic topics and issues. The
journal was founded in 1984, and has been published semi-annually in Tehran
ever since. The eighty five articles published in the journal cover a wide range
of linguistic issues including the synchronic, diachronic, etymological, dialectal,
stylistic, and sociolinguistic aspects of Persian, its variants, as well as other
Iranian languages. These issues are presented mainly from a descriptive point of
view. The journal, however, includes theoretical papers as well, mostly based on
the transformational framework of generative grammar. The need felt by Iranian
linguists to explain the fundamental concepts of theoretical assumptions, and to
popularize modern linguistic concepts is reflected in a number of articles which
introduce linguistic hypothesis, theories, and tendencies. In the first part of this
review, the articles of the journal are classified in ten different categories, and
their content is evaluated on the basis of the general goals set forth by the
journal’s editor, A. A. Sadeqi, in the first issue of the journal published in spring
of 1984. The main body of the review is devoted to a critical analysis of the
methodological and theoretical aspects of the journal, in the light of fundamental
trends and tendencies in the field of modem linguistics. The discussion includes
a presentation of the positive properties, as well as a discussion of the
methodological and theoretical shortcomings evident in some of the articles in
the journal. Basic theoretical assumptions of the generative grammar, proposed
first by N. Chomsky in 1957, are also briefly presented in this article. A few
suggestions regarding the future of the journal conclude this review.
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peculiar lens, analyzed by means of the biased views of the hagiographical
canons of classical histories-remains obscure to us today. The biographies of
many of the Sufi poets of the period, such as Hafiz, Humam Tabrizi, Salman
Savaji, Shabestari, Maghribi and Kamal Khojandi are replete with puzzling
anecdotes, enigmatic incidents and finely-spun witticisms, so it seems that
literary history is itself but one of the many levels of Sufi symbolic poetry.

Such a haze of hagiographical legend and pious mythology also
beclouds the personality of Kamal Khojandi (d. 803/1400), one of the brightest
stars in the galaxy of the Timurid Persian poets, whose poetry deeply influenced
those poets who followed the Indian style (sabk-e hendi) as well as the later
Timurid, and Mogul Sufi poets. This article is a biographical study of his life
and times. Because the socio-cconomic and politico-cultural background of
Kamal Khojandi’s life has been insufficiently explored by literary historians such
as E.G. Browne and Zabihollah Safa, particular attention is given to the cultural
milieu and political climate of his day, and, as far as the references in his Divan
can be deciphered, to his relationship with royalty. Besides the notices provided
by Dowlatshahi Samargandi, Ibn Karbala’i, and Jami, biographical data on
Kamal Khojandi is quite meager; this article attempts to sort out some of the
discrepancies in the various extant accounts of his life, and to resolve certain
problems regarding his travels and locations where he resided. Critical attention
is also given to the references provided in the poet’s Divan to Teymur-¢ Lang
and to the latter’s son, Miranshah, who governed Tabriz in the last decade of the
fifteenth century.

An Anatomy of the Iranian City*

M. Reza Ha’eri

In order to reconstruct and revive the historic texture of the Iranian city,
the prevailing "incongruous textures" in the urban areas should be rectified.
According to the author, the contemporary Iranian city is, in general, nothing
more that piled up layers of disconnected and heterogenous structures that have
sprang up haphazardly since the beginning of this century. Unplanned growth of
residential structures, uneven distribution of infrastructure and basic urban
services, rapid deterioration of the ecological conditions and an explosive
population growth in urban areas have all contributed to the present imbalance
in Iranian cities.

Relying on a number of studies on the structure of major Iranian cities,
the author identifies four distinct urban textures: the historic, the old, the new
and the suburban. While the economic and administrative centers have been
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The Image of Nature in Nima’s Poetry*

Shahrokh Meskoob

Characterizing "Afsaneh”, Nima Yushij’s long and best-known poem,
as the harbinger of a new era in Persian poetry, the author claims that Nima’s
unique treatment of nature and natural elements in his works represents a totally
new vision of nature which sets him apart not only from Iranian classical poets
but also from many of his contemporaries. In the vision of Iran’s classical poets
natural elements are the organic parts of a larger and complex whole, not unlike
the organs and limbs of the human body which are its integral and inseparable
parts. Hence, the classical allegories likening various facial features of the idol
or the beloved to specific natural elements. In such a poetic imagery, nature
exists only in relation to the poet’s inner feelings; it iS not projected or
experienced as it is, outside of man’s existence, since natural elements do not
possess an independent and separate identity. Indeed, not only man but nature
also, become whole only in reference to a higher and transcendental order of
existence which gives them meaning and relevance and brings them into proper
perspective.

In Nima’s perception, however, man is no longer superior to nature nor
is he its master. Nature is no longer a closed entity to be experienced and
probed only by man’s soul and not his mind. For Nima, elements on the earth’s
landscape are not to be viewed for references to man’s inner pains or pleasures;
they are to be observed for what they are, and for the mysteries they represent.

Comparing Nima with classical poets and some of his contemporaries
such as Malek al-Sho‘ara Bahar and Parvin E‘tesami, the author also highlights
their differences in terms of their perception of man’s place in the order of
universe and the nature and causes of man’s failings and of social injustices that
afflict his life. In his break with the millennial tradition of Iranian poetic world
view, Nima has, according to the author, blazed a new trail for generations to
come.

The Life and times of Kamal Khojandi

Leonard Lewisohn

There is a quixotic brilliance to the stardom of the major Persian Sufi
poets of the medieval period. Given all the intricacies, niceties. and subtleties of
Sufi symbolism, plus the abstruseness of their theosophical theories, it is hardly
a marvel that the paradoxical nature of their personalities-reflected through the



On the Biennial Painting Exhibitions in Iran*

Changiz Pahlavan

Commenting on the first painting exhibition held in Tehran during the
latter part of 1991, the author reviews in some detail the 5 painting biennials that
were held in Iran in the two decades preceding the Islamic revolution. The main
criteria used by the author in evaluating the success, or failure, of these biennials
include the range of participation by Iranian painters and sculptors, the
composition of the jury and the impact of each biennial on the evolution of
Iranian art scene.

The author believes that although the presence of non-Iranian art critics
in the panel of judges of the pre-revolutionary biennials may have brought a
measure of international recognition to the work of Iranian artists, it evoked
criticism on both artistic, psychological and political grounds. In general,
however, the decision to hold these biennials was, according to the author, a
positive step in responding to the needs of the Iranian artists in their efforts to
move beyond the forms and styles that had for centuries informed Iran’s
traditional painters and miniaturists.

The injection of political motifs into the first post-revolutionary biennial
limited the scope of participation by Iranian artists. Nevertheless, the author
believes that, given the circumstances surrounding the event including the
composition of the panel of judges and the stated criteria for the selection of the
best works, this latest biennial must also be considered a step forward for the
Iranian artistic community.

*Abstracts marked by an asterisk are prepared by Iran Nameh.
Abstracts without asterisk are prepared by authors.
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