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through this path can one grasp the mystery of creation and approach
the knowledge of the Imams. It is this inner process that ties shi’ism to
Sufism. According to Imamiyyeh teaching, the Imam is the prime reason
or the Light of Lights, and those believers who are enlightened by his
knowledge enter the ranks of gnostics. Thus is created, in shi'ism and
Sufism, the relationship between the illuminationist philosophy and
perception of God, between the heart and the prime reason, and between
man'’s soul and God. Finally, the author turns to the notion of a science
of the heart in Sunni and Shi‘ite Sufism and explains their philosophy of
light and briefly explores the idea of the "perception in the heart" in the
Indian and Christian mystical traditions.

*Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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The Imamology of Early Shi‘ism (II)

Mohammad-Ali Amir-Moezzi

In this section of his article, the author examines the hidden dimensions
of twelver shi’ism and their relation to mysticism and Sufism. According
to this teaching, the existence of God is unequivocally superior to any
form of thought, image and speculation and, in its absolute state,
incapable of being encompassed by the imagination. God’s existence is
also ineffable, except for what He himself says in revelation. Therefore,
the word "shay’”, which is semantically neutral, can be used in reference
to God. But, God, in his infinite mercy, has willed to reveal himself to his
creatures through several names and attributes such as: The Living, The
Omniscient, the Omnipotent, The Just, and The Perceiver. God is, thus,
knowable on two levels. First, on the level of his innate characteristics
which escape both description and imagination. Second, on the level of
his attributes and actions which in reality refer to the emergence of God
from the absolute unseen world into the visible world. Imam is the
medium for this emergence. God becomes manifest in the Imam who is,
therefore, called "proof,” "khalifa,” "path" and "gate" of God. Thus, the
"visible" side of truth is manifest in the Imam, in an existential and
cosmogonical as well as in an historical sense. The cosmogonic Imam
represents all the Imams down through the ages. Knowing the Imam is
knowing what is knowable about God. And to obey the Imam, therefore,
is to obey God. The purpose of creation is to know the Creator. And
since the Imam, as a divine human being, represents the most knowable
side of God, then the purpose of creation is to know the Imam who is the
intermediary between the Creator and the created.

On the question of seeing God, the Imams have emphasized that
He can be seen only with the inner eye, i.e., with "the heart." God will
appear in the heart of the believer if it is truly purged and purified.
Clearly, to reach this stage one needs Imam’s help and guidance. Only
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uprooting of all the norms and values, undergoes dramatic changes.

It is not a matter of sheer coincidence that the "magical realism"
of Marquez cuts way deep into the literary currents of Iran. A good
number of novels and short stories—the most recognized among them,
Touba and the Meaning of the Night, The Drowned, and The Book of the
Absent People—have appropriated their own approach to Marquez’ One
Hundred Years of Solitude, at the level of structure, character, theme, etc.
The Latin American "self" as represented in One Hundred Years of Solitude
Is trapped between a magical "past" and an oppressive "present” reality.
This global vision is either sacrificed when socio-political issues are
localized in The Drowned or the quest for "stable" meanings is dramatized
in the prolonged night of Touba’s existence and her search for "truth” in
a world from which assurances have already departed.

The Drowned fails to look at the world in its present entirety and
elaborates upon the eternal battle of "good" and "evil". "The Iranian "self"
as represented by The Drowned is wrapped in the black shroud of
ideology and authority. The contemporary "Iranian", living in a world
without stable "truth”, a world in which no claim can be placed on
ultimate knowledge, does not recognize the literary representation of his
"self" which is still embattled with the already-shattered values and
myths.

* Abstract prepared by the author.
prepa Y
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properties of words from which he is free to choose, his use of rhyme
and rhythm, and his sensitivity to the musicality of language are not only
informed by a specific and arbitrary psychological mood, but also are the
necessary instruments for the representation of a certain mode of the
Being which is totally experiential in the poetic way of living.

*Abstract prepared by the author.

The "Novel" and the "Self": Marquez and
Post-Revolutionary Fiction in Iran

Houra Yavari

After 1979, the process of revolutionary change has, alongside numerous
other factors, contributed substantively to an upsurge in the popularity
of the novel as well as the short story in Iran. To characterize this trend
as a byproduct of the revolutionary process is not intended as a denial
of the legacy of earlier writers and their contribution to the flourishing
of the Persian novel. The point of emphasis, rather, lies elsewhere.
Cultural encounters, protracted wars and political revolutions are
generally enumerated among circumstantial factors instrumental in the
formulation of a society’s need to re-think itself objectively.

The post-revolutionary years in Iran could be roughly divided
into two distinct yet related sub-periods. The first few years are
characterized by the emergence of novels which depict the endless
potentiality of human practice and reflect an Iranian "self" in unison and
harmony with the world. A few years later such a clear, cohesive voice
is no longer discernible. The fictional representation of such a "self’,
experiencing the glorified revivification of faith and simultaneously the
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Language; Language of Poetry, Poetry of Language
Daryush Ashouri

This article, in an aphoristic style, presents some philosophical thoughts
on the nature of language which is the essential link between man and
the world and whose basic function is to reveal particular worlds to
human beings. Language constitutes the essence of man as a "presence in
the world", in the Heideggerian sense of the phrase. Furthermore, the
article makes some observations on the different levels and regions of the
language-- as representations of different levels and modes of the human
presence and activities in his/her "world— including the level and region
of the poetic presence. The poetic usage of language is not a mere
arbitrary and playful act unrelated to "objectivity", but an act which
represents a certain mode of the "presence in the world", which, by
necessity, demands its own specific level and region of the language.

Through his own specific usage of language, the poet represents
the world in a certain mode of experience which is alien to the "rational
objectivism” of the scientific mind and, inevitably, to its language. The
scientific mind represents the world by dismantling it and reducing it to
parts and molding the parts into the conceptual, definable language
which is devoid of aesthetic sensibility. The poet, on the other hand, not
only doesn’t avoid ambiguities and equivocations of the language but
uses them in his linguistic domain. The poet, in a sense, appropriates the
ambiguities and elusiveness of the metaphorical language in order to
express the ambiguities and indefinableness inherent in the world as a
whole.

The world in its wholeness, as experienced existentially, finds its
best expression in poetic language. Thus, in contrast to his wandering life
in the world of objects and human beings, the poet’s purposeful search
in the world of "linguistic objects", his acute sensitivity to the aesthetic
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their mutual internal rapport and how the harmonic structure of Iran’s
music provides the pattern for the structural spaces of her architecture—
just as the architecture of the Renaissance, for example, was patterned on
Greek harmonics. This harmony of space and sound is intrinsic to the
mentality and nature of the people who inhabited the land. Continuing
the conversation, Music reflects on how it developed over many years in
a wide geographical range and was nurtured by many peoples, Iranians
and others, in cities and villages, all adding to a tradition that was passed
on from musician to musician until it reached us. Past generations of
musicians have incorporated that tradition into musical schemes (dastgah)
or melody types (magam) or the basic melodies (lahn) and , later, shaped
it into modes (gusheh) and other musical elements, always building on the
heritage of the past. Persian music is thus endowed with a historical
uniformity that stretches from the five-fold harmonies of the gahan, the
Zoroastrian liturgical music, to the songs of the Sassanian minstrels, to
the magams of the Islamic period, and finally to the modes of today.

Architecture also speaks of its own continuous past, citing first
the structures that have survived from the Sassanian period, then the
caravanserais, religious schools, and houses built in later periods.
However, the current dissection of this type of architecture into such
components as form, proportionalities and decorative features has robbed
it of its unity and diluted its integrity. Today, by separating these
elements and incorporating them into other architectural forms,
traditional Iranian architecture seems to be in the process of revival. Mere
utilization of decorative features, however, does not lead to the recreation
of the spiritual space of Iran’s architecture.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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speak of their past, present, and future.

Music begins with the words of Zoroaster, speaking of the Gahan
songs, of the lofty position which they held in the remote past and how
the Iranians of the Sassanian period had a different melody for each day
of the year; and how for each of the twelve houses of the zodiac, they
had developed twelve melody types (magam) that were played each hour
of the day.Music also mentions that Avicenna referred to it as a structural
part of the human body and that every mode (gusheh) is in harmony with
a particular human mood. Though in today’s changing circumstances,
music is facing a crisis and its place in the spiritual milieu of Iran is
uncertain, it feels that its continued popularity is a hopeful sign for the
future.

Architecture, however, faces a somewhat different situation. This
sublime art which is a product of Iranian genius and in the past
combined form, harmony, and artistry to produce spaces that represent
the spirit of civilization, is being threatened and is nearly forgotten
because of new social conditions, urbanization and modern building
practices, all of which are the byproducts of expediency and economic
imperatives. In the party, Architecture emphasizes the values that
governed its past environment. In that environment attention to internal
human needs led to imaginative innovations and the function of
architectural space was considered not only from a material but also
spiritual point of view. Today , however, the paramountcy of profit and
expedience has led to the creation of savage and unfeeling monoliths.
Given present conditions and circumstances, it is no wonder that there
is no room for the architecture of the past, an art branded as "traditional”
and thus driven from contemporary scene. For, such an artistic and
patient approach to the craft of design is inconsistent with the prevailing
logic of today’s market and technology.

During their conversation, Architecture and Music also speak of
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pattern. What is this unique concept which, from the early settlements to
the medieval towns and from Safavid and Mongol imperial cities to the
decorative gardens of the 19th century, has, like an invisible pen, guided
the architects and builders in their design of gardens, the layout of
terraces and canals and in the architecture of garden pavilions?

This article searches for the archetype of such gardens in the
ancient tradition of Persian kings and in the significance that they
attributed to the construction of gardens as the guardian of their realm.
It suggests that during the evolution of the urban structures, the
archetypal garden has served as a model for the spot where man
extracted water from plains or mountains in order to bring it to the city.
Situated between the desert and the city, this was the symbolic spot
where the individual could be with himself and look beyond the horizon.

The author also suggests that a survey of the architectural
typology of imperial gardens, public parks, and courtyards throughout
history, point to the existence of an archetypal theme, in the form of the
heavenly garden to which references can be found in various religious
texts. The article concludes with an architectural promenade between the
real and imaginary gardens accompanied by an analysis of the structure
of the Islamic city and its evolution.

*Abstract prepared by the author.

An Encounter with Iranian Music and Architecture

Mohammad Reza Ha’eri

In this article , the music and architecture of Iran have been invested with
human form and invited to sit down with the author in an imaginary
party where these two distinguished representatives of the Iranian art
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elements of material form in these miniatures must be those mentioned
in the Bundahis such as mountains Alborz, Hugar and other peaks "on
which the source of Aredvivsur and other divine seas are located, and
whose waters flow through golden channels into the wide-formed ocean
at the foot of Alburz.” In the middle of this ocean, according to this text,
grows the original tree whose seeds, mixed with the rain water, fall down
on the earth, on which the plants grow like "hair upon the head.” These
plants are, in the main, the cypress, which was the holy tree of
Zarathustra, the date-palm, which was the holy tree of the land of
xvarnah, grape vine, the pomegranate and other species of plants
mentioned in Bundahis. On the trees sit sparrows and magpies , and these
latter, through a recital of the Avesta, keep the evil spirits away from
nature.

These miniatures, the author concludes, still stand unparalleled.
They represent pure landscapes without romantic or epic overtones, and
their content and artistic and coloristic conceptions bear little affinity with
those developed in the post-Islamic period. They, therefore, occupy a
special place in Persian book-paintings as a whole and accordingly lay
claim to a specific cultural and art-historical significance.

*Abstract prepared by the staff of Iran Nameh.

The Nature of Persian Garden

Nasrine Faghih

From the Indian continent and the Middle East to North Africa and the
heart of Spain, and across centuries of Islamic civilization, has developed
an art of gardens. Gardens, conceived in different eras and developed in
often diverse climatic conditions, have always followed a common



42
spaces.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.

The Landscape Miniatures of an Anthology
Manuscript of the Year 1398 A.D.

Mohammad Aga-Oglu

This article describes, in some detail, the unique nature of twelve
miniatures found in a manuscript of anthology of Persian poets belonging
to the Museum of Turkic and Islamic Arts in Istanbul. According to the
author, in their treatment of form and color, these miniatures differ
markedly from the rest of the known representations of landscapes in
Persian painting, and display an unusually artistic thought for the
fourteenth century. It is evident that these landscapes do not as a whole
resemble, either in their peculiar compositional treatment or in their
fantastic coloristic effect, any known example of Persian miniature
painting of the fourteenth century. Although they follow, in general, the
style of the period and serve as illustrations to Nezami’s famous
romances, these miniatures exhibit a certain artistic thought quite unique
in its kind, which must have originated as the manifestation of a certain
conception unrelated to the subject matter of Persian-Islamic literature.
The origin of the underlying concepts in these miniatures must be sought,
in the opinion of the writer, in the weltanschauung of the pre-Islamic
Iranian culture.

Borrowing extensively from the Zoroastrian religious text,
Bundahis, and its description of the creation of the world in its principal
features, the author attributes the unusual representations of these
miniatures to the concept of xvarnah. He then suggests that the principal
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if devoid of their original reality, are present in his unconsciousness. In
the author’s view, Baudelaire was the poet who could best portray Paris
as the capital of 19th century Europe. He is the definitive boundary. On
one side of the divide are those who preceded Baudelaire and on the
other those who followed him.

The author then goes from Paris to Isfahan where the notion of
space takes on a completely different meaning. In the confines of Isfahan,
not only have large industrial plants not come into being, not only are the
great tensions of modernity—such as those between man and society and
between the internal and external selves--nowhere to be seen, and not
only civil institutions remain absent, but also the vision and spirit which
are the creative energies of the city flow from other life sources of the
human being. Allegory which was the outstanding characteristic of the
reality of 19th-century Paris has no place here because throughout its
space a city hovers at the heart of a magical halo. In this place, the
alphabet of space is not allegorization or parable, but the logic of
epiphany which is a vision stemming from the very essence of the
imagination. Here, in short, the subject is not the urbanite but a believer
who obeys the king and God, the king being the deity’s representative on
earth. Urban space hovers in a magical atmosphere which makes Isfahan
an allegorical city. The only poet who could symbolically depict such a
city was Hafez (1325-1389), a poet possessing a broad illuminationist
vista, and not Baudelaire.

However, apart from these metaphysical differences, the writer
generally believes that modern urban architecture weighs upon a
mangled space bereft of content and devoid of any organic ties with
man’s loftier talents. The growing ugliness which can be seen both in the
countries given the rubric "third world" and in post-industrial societies,
bespeaks the spiritual ruin of the contemporary man. Today’s urban
space has been divorced from humanity. Thus, man has to be content
with an environment devoid of all feelings and emotions. To create
livable places we must journey to the unseen worlds in search of lost
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In Search of Lost Spaces

Daryush Shayegan

"In Search of Lost Spaces” is a passage through various urban spaces each
of which belongs to a particular cultural milieu. In comparing these
spaces, the author, relying on architectural features, tries to demonstrate
the fundamental cultural differences among them. He is convinced of the
principle that there is an undeniable formal harmony between the
dwelling, i.e., architectural and intellectual space, and the space within
the heart itself. This harmony is such that one of its components cannot
be disturbed without disrupting the others and that it is the inner space
that shapes and builds the physical structure and the soul of a city. In the
author’s view, "passing through Benares and Isfahan and from there
through Paris and then Los Angeles is not merely a journey through
diverse urban spaces, but an encounter with ways of life and thought that
are often at odds with each other; In other words, it is through this
journey that we come to grips with heterogenous worlds." If man is able
to map these various temporal and spatial confines, it is because they are
an inseparable part of his natural world and are the chosen scenes of his
spiritual vision, which, although suppressed, are capable of popping up
at any moment.

The issue that is not addressed by modern architecture is the
emergence of these buried spaces, which for want of appropriate
structures are able to reemerge only in indirect ways. Thus, it does not
come as a surprise that in the poetry of Baudelaire, arise disassociated,
twisted, and repressed spaces. As a serious student of modernity,
Baudelaire took the search for "lost” spaces in every direction, just as, a
while later, Proust would use the powerful force of remembrance in his
unconscious memory to unearth bits of the buried past. This is to say that
man’s consciousness is not limited to spatial dimension but encompasses,
relative to his state of mind, all different qualitative spaces which, even



Dialogue on the Garden
Shahrokh Meskoob

This dialogue between a writer and a painter is part of a longer work. In
this imaginary conversation the writer views the painter’s depictions of
the garden in its various outward forms as well as in its many motifs.
The conversation shifts from the paintings to the garden of childhood and
its memories, and then to youth which is the garden of life from which
they turn to the "garden of gardens,” i.e., the garden of Eden and its
representations in miniature paintings. They then discuss the "garden of
the soul" where human spirit flourishes like the spring found in such
works as the Zoroastrian Gathas, Divan-e Shams and Soleyman'’s Song of
Songs. Then comes the turn of the "garden of the body," which is found
in the real world, in places like Isfahan and Shiraz and in other spots on
the edge of the deserts in Iran’s arid landscape. Next, the dialogue
focuses on the oneness of body and soul in some people.

They also speak of those who have strayed from their familiar
surroundings and have to live, isolated, in strange lands, and of those
who have left behind their garden of youth. In all of these conversations,
people, despite the constant change wrought by time and circumstance,
revolve around the axis of "garden", the garden of body and soul, the
retreats of physical and spiritual selves.

The part of the article published in this issue deals mostly first
with the conversation about the garden of heaven and its representations
in the Iranian paintings and miniatures and then with the real gardens
in Qasrol-dasht in Shiraz and elsewhere.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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