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Lhe Blindfold Horse: Memories of a Persian Childhood
by Shusha Guppy

Boston: Beacon Press, 1985,

246 pp.
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Isolation and the traditional life have by no means disappeared from the Iranian
countryside, but they are on their way. In many respects this will be for the best. On
the other hand, there are certain features of the traditional lite of the Iranians that 1
believe good and that | have loved with all my heart. Watching these things pass, 1
suppose it scemed (o me that the only way to keep them — for myself and perhaps for
others -- was o gather them together into a book of recollection such as this. (pp. xi-
X1i1).
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Observations On the Explication
of the Poetry of Hafiz*

Daryush Ashouri

‘I'his article is a brief criticism of the Hafiz-Nama Dy the Baha'-al-Din
K horramshahi (Tehran, 1367/1988). The writer finds the book lucid and
methodical and generally helpful to all readers of Hafiz poetry. He then presents
certain critical points about the author’s explanation of certain lines in the text.
Specilically, Ashouri believes that Haliz" poetical allusions 1o the ” sweetheart's
hat” cannot be understood solely on the basis of traditional Persian dictionary
definitions, rather, a correct interpretation requires a study of the visual forms of the
hats represented in the miniatures of the 1I-K hanid and Timurid periods in which
Hafiz lived and from which he often drew his allusions and interpretations.
Moreover, the writer of the article presents some new philological points on the
explanation of the word “gol-bang,” and various other terms and explications.

Abstract transtated Dy the stall ol dran Namich.



Persian: a National or Common Language?

Najaf Daryabandari

In this article Najal Daryabandari makes a distinction between the terms “Fars”
and “Persian.” Referring 0 the statistical fact that only fifty percent ol Iran’s
population speak Persian exclusively, he interprets the term “Fars” as one whose
mother tongue is Persian [Farsi] and ”Farsi-zaban” or Persian speaking as one who
has his or her native language and yet uses Persian as the language of all Iranians
sharing in a common culture. According 10 Daryabandari “Farsi zaban” is a term
applicable not only to natives of Fars province but also 1 all linguistic and religious
groups and munorities who populate the land such as Turks, Gilaks, Baluchis,
Armenians or Assyrians.

Daryabandari further argues that in creating the rich literary heritage of the
Persian language all non-Fars groups and peoples have made, and are still making
thewr respective contributions. As examples, he refers to Saadi and Khagani whose
mother tongues, according to him, were not Persian but other Iranian dialects.

Daryabandari concludes, therefore, that o promote Persian as Iran’s “national
language”, and supplant it for all other local and ethnic languages, 15 a futile and
counterproductive attempt. He, furthermore, asserts that the recent historical
experiences have proven that the fear for Iran’s disintegration as a result of this
linguistic pluralism is groundless. Persian, he contends, is not the heritage of natives ol
Fars alone; it is rather the common culture of all Iranian peoples and groups and must
therefore, remain as an instrument for uni ty and should not become a means for the
suppression of local and ethnic languages or turned into a ol to ensure the hegemony
of natves of Fars over other Iranians.

Admbract anslated vy e stll ol dean Nawten



3% Iran Nameh, Vol. VI
Class struggle. Thus, under the influence of such simplistic and populistic notions,
Iranian literature began to depict human relations in terms of the “people” and its
enemies”. This literature is best represented by the works of Samad Behrangi, who,
in his introduction to his books for children, goes so far as to discourage the children of
the rich from reading his books. This populistic trend in politics and literature
vulgarized both politics and literature.

One of the best representatives of this trend 1s Ahmad Shamlou. In his rather long
poem entitled “The Poetry Which is Life” Shamlou sarcastically criticizes Iran’s
literary tradition and belittles all poetry that according to him does not emanate from
life and its necessities. He advocates a populistic aestheucs, claiming that a real poet i
one who barricades himself on the side of other fighters in the struggle for the cause of
the people. In this view all ontological and existenual quests of the past poels are
denigraded and all human suffering has its roots in social causes. In its innermost
layers, this attitude is not alien to the Iranian religious worldview in so lar as it
involves the three basic concepts of occultation (of Imam), martyrdom, and
reappearance (of Imam) which would lead to absolute justice and equity -- concepts
which constitute the most basic tenets of Shi‘ism.

At the end. the writer concludes that the great vocation of literature is to deal with
existential pains and joys of human beings, the modes of existence and spiritualty,
the nature of being a member  of the human community, and essential problems of
life and death.  Such complicated perenmial and yet changing categories do not
[urnish the impauent reader with a road map o ulumate salvaton.



A Glance at the Politically Committed
Persian Poetry of the 1330-40"s/1950-60’s

Shahrokh Meskoob

From a certain point of view, the second World War was an ideological
confrontation between Fascism on the one side and democracy and socialism on the
other.  After the Allied victory, this confrontation was replaced by the “cold war”
between Western democracy and Soviel socialism.  Iran could not and did not
remam outside of this new confrontation and in the poliucally open atmosphere
ol the oceupation and therealter witnessed an mcreasingly pervasive enthusiasm
for both democracy and socialism -- the latter mainly of the Soviet type.

The Iranian intellectuals in this period were mainly influenced by the political
philoshophy of the Tudeh Party and many of them embraced the basic tenets of
Marxism-Leninism. The First Congress of Iranian Writers, convened in 1325, 1946,
issued a final declaration which embodied the dominant spirit of the time. 1his
declarauon called upon Iranian writers and poets to light for justice and liberty and
against Fascism, all with a pro-Soviet overtone. In this period literature was looked
upon as a twol in the struggle between good and evil, wilers and exploiters,
imperialism and socialism. ‘| he promuses of Nima in his famous long poem Morgh-e
amin (Amen Bird) about the rising day of victory and the end of the night of injustice
represent ths ideological-political overtone, more from a humanistic point of view
than a directly political standpoint. A comparison between Nima's early long poem
Afsane (Myth) which had been composed two decades earlier and Morgh-¢ amin
(Amen Bird) reveals a shift from an internal dialouge with self 1o an outward struggle
for social justice and humane causes. But this thoroughly ideological and political
transformation reaches its culmination in the works of a later generauon of lranian
writers and poets.

In the 30s and 40s/50s and 60s Iranian literature was largely influenced by an
ideology which believed ultimate salvation could be reached only through steady

Abstract tamslated vy wie stall ol dras Nauten.
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moreover, was well mitiated to German thought, the Heideggerian hermeneutics as
developed i Bemg and Lime (Sein und Zeit) could not have been indifferent.
Hedegger, says Corbin, “had centered his hermeneutics on the very idea of
philosophiang.”  For the very structure of man’s Being Dasein is a source of
temporalization. By exisung, by projecting his inner horizon, man notonly projects a
world, creates his own time, but also explains and interprets it. Every existence is thus
a comprehension and articulation of a project, through which the Dasein assumes on
the one hand his original condition — the fact that he has been thrown out on the
shores of an existence that he has not chosen — and on the other hand his anticipation
of his ultimate possibility: namely, his death. Time, consequently, originates from
future. The termporality of man does not originate from his life in history, but, on the
contrary, he can exist only historically because his essence is temporality.

Heidgger has given to Corbin the key of understanding, but Corbin was keen on
unlocking other doors, namely, those which remamed beyond the reach of
Hedegger s philosophy.

3. Corbin and the Iranian world

Heidegger’s philosophy, says Corbin, revealed that man was ultimately a being-
for-death (Sein zum 1 ode), whereas tor the Iranian mystics, Mulla Sadra, for instance,
our presence as manifested within the world phenomena is not a being whose final
end would be being-for-death, buta being whose projected end goes far beyond death
(Sein zum jenseils des l'odes). Consequently, the line of demarcation, the cleavage
between these two thoughts converge on this notion of beyond, which is the rupture
point. Thus between this world and the other the meaning of death changes
thoroughly.

For Sohrawardi, lor example, the act of ranscendance shows itself as a presence
beyond death. The oriental knowledge is also a presential knowledge (‘elm-e hozuri),
being an illumination, it is also making-present (estehzar). This faculty 15
proportional to the degree of immaterialization (tajarrod) that the soul acquires
through its spiritual progression. The more the soul is present to the world beyond,
the more also it is absent to this world and consequently to death. Real knowledgeisa
resurrection. T'he total presence of man transcends in order (o reach, by virtue of a
vertical ascenstion, the zenith of return, whereby the arch of descension and the arch
of ascension coincide in the annihilation in the essence of God.

All the themes that Corbin had patiently elaborated in this itinerary and in his
encounters with such thinkers as Luther, Hamann and Heidegger were in search ofa
home to blossom. And it is the Lranian world that provided this metaphysical
framework. By rooting himself in the Iranian world, by-adopting his new spiritual
home, Corbin tried to unveil the “geography” of Iranian spirituality, based on four
articulations, or four modes of knowledge: prophetic, ontological, narrative and
eroticomystical. kach mode being at the same time a conversion from an outer



The Spiritual Quest of Henry Corbin:

From Heidegger to Sohrawardi
Part 11

Daryush Shayegan

‘The first part of this article dealt mainly with Henry Corbin’s spiritual bography.
It tried to shed light upon his multiple activities as philologist, philosopher and,
particularly, as a pilgrm (homo Viator) in quest of esoteric understanding,

The second part depicts his three main encounters with the protestant thinkers,
with Herdegger and, finally, the Iranian world,
L. Corbin and protestanusm

In Corbin’s earlier works several currents of thought overlap and converge
toward the same center of gravity: hermeneutics and temporality. There is first of all
the dialectical theology of Barth, seeking 1o transcend the Cartesian representative
thought. Thereisa theology inspired by holy Scriptures as developed by Hamann and
Luther, a sort of auditive theology. There is also the answer ol men 1o the call ol God
as 1s unfolded in the notion of significatio passiva ol Luther, Corbin reaches the
conclusion that there is an adequation or correspondence between our mode of
understanding (modus mtelligenti) and our mode of being (modus essendi). In other
words, one has to be what one reall y knows. The more we are present to the world
beyond this phenomenal existence, the more we unveil the hidden meanings of
essences.  Thus the unity of the three moments of past, present, and future is
lantamount Lo an anticipation in time whereby we reach our inner sell. ‘T his does not
oceur in ume; on the contrary, we generate ourselves our own time. It is the eschaton,
the final call that determines the present and the past, and this process in turn requires
a spiritual comprehension.

2. Corbin and Heidgger

What Corbin finds in carly Hewdegger is precisely the philosophical framework of
this spiritual comprehension. “What | searched i Hewdegger,” says he, “what 1
understand thanks to Hedegger is what | was looking tor and what I found in the
Irano-Islamic world.” For a young scholar who had such preoccupations and who,

AUSUACt transiated Ly Ui aullivr.
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reality into inner meaning. Lhus it is a passage from prophesy 0 spiritual imtiation,
from metaphysics of essences to theosophy ol presence, or from human love divine
love. So, the four modes become like a single tune played on four different scales ol
knowledge. And this illustrates perfectly what Corbin really wanted to unfold: the
organic structure of lranian spirituality.



Ferdowsi, Shahnama, and Iran*

William L. Hanaway

While we have lile independently verifiable information about the life of
Ferdowsi, we have much legendary information about him. This appears in the prose
introductions 0 manuscripts of Shaknama. The biographical information in the
prose introductions conflicts in some cases with information from the epic itsell, and
suggests that the legendary biography developed according to a pattern that makes its
subject an embodiment of moral authority.

It we expand our definition of literature to include oral narrative, we can then
expand our noton of Shahnama, as do present-day naggals in Iran, to include the
orally transmitted stories from the national legend as well as the written tradition. T his
allows us 10 see how two groups within Persian culture have used much of the same
material for different purposes.

Within Fersowsi’s epic, the conflicts of kings and heroes, and those of fathers and
sons, are significant. As Ferdowsi works out these themes, he seems to embody a
criique ol the values of monarchy and authority.

From Ferdowsi’s perspective, the two major turning points in the history of Iran
were the conquests of Iran by Alexander and by the Arabs. In each case, the
monarchy was in a serious state of decline. Ferdowsi supports the ideal of monarchy
and believes that it can only last when the monarch is morally superior.

AAbstiact prepared 0y Ui author,
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marriage of death. At this stage she is dominated by instinctive irrational forces.
Obedient o the call of the terrible Mother, she becomes the devouring earth,
recapturing her childern in the cage of her womb. Her €g0-Consiousness experiences
wsell as a green seed. Palpitating in the bosom of mother-earth. Speaking in the
Jungian language, the green seed is the son-lover of the mother that eventuall y, with
the help and guidance of the good Mother, will free itself from the unconscious world
ol the Ternible Mother and will grow into an intelligent conscious being.

Forugh’s last volume of poetry Let Us Believe In the Beginning of the Cold Season
is the revelation of the benevolent Mother who shows her the wa y toward light and
spiritual realm of the sun and sky.

I'he rebellious poet, standing at the threshold of a cold season is a lonely woman at
the peak of her emouonal matunty and artistic creativity. She has come a long way
from the dark earth “where seeds grow green and roots reach other” towards the
mtellectual realm of sound and word. She sees herself no more as a seed but as a
“walnut tree tall enough o interpret the wall for its young leaves.”

Her short life 1s a testimony of a desperate striving for individuatuon and
wholeness. uniting the magical forces of the earth and fresh with the masculine spirit
of father and light.



Belles-Lettres, Ethics and Didactic Literature:
Thoughts on Three Concepts
in Iranian Culture *

Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak

The impressive body of ethical, moral and didactic literature in the Persian
language is an aspect of Iranian culture that has attracted much scholarly attention in
recent years. Do these texts simply testify o a cultural preoccupation with ethical and
moral norms as well as a tendency (o extract from the authority of the written text
practical guidelines lor a ppropriate social conduct and proper personal behavior? Or,
can this textual tradion be viewed conceptually as so many manifestations of a
system ol structures and relations that ma y be said 1o form, 50 10 speak, “the grammar
ol ethical thought” in Persian?

Based on an extensive analysis of the latest scholarly research conducted into the
corpus of ethical, didactic and moral literature of the Persian language, the essay
postulates certain hypotheses and pProposes amethodology son cartlier research in the
lield. The overview ol sire rocein sescarcl Ly vtner schotars encompasses Charles-
Henn de Fouchecour s niportant pook in French, enudled Moralia: Les Notions
Morales dans la Litterature Persane du 3e/Y% au 7e/13e Siecle (Paris: Institut
Francais de Recherche en lran, 1986), the essays in English under adab, aklag and
andarz in Encyclopaedia Iranica (Ed. Ehsan Yarshater, London and Boston:
Routledge & Kegan Paul, Vols. | and 1), and Zabihalla Sala’s original essay in
Persian, which has formed the basis for the second part of the entry under andarz in
Encyclopaedia lranica, entitled ”Andarz” (fran Nameh, Volume V11, no. 3, Spring
1989).

‘The author concludes that the groundwork has now been more or less laid for
investigations into the systemic status and relations of moral and didacuc literary texts
in Persian, and that further sleps can now be taken in attempting to address the
question ol the cultural universals of moralia in Iranian culture. In each case,
examples are provided of the kinds of exploration and explication that are likely 1o

AUSHUCL Uanslated Dy the author,
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