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Muobile Pastoralism and... 21

mobile and sedentary communities, the mechanisms through which these
interactions operated, and the possible role of these mobile pastoralist may

have had in the processes of primary state formation have been also
investigated.



Mobile Pastoralism and The Development
of Complex Societies in Highland Iran:
The Evidence from Tall-I Bakun A

by
Abbas Alizadeh

The fifth recepient of Foundation for Iranian Studies” annual award for the best
Ph.D. dissertation in the field of Iranian Studies was Abbas Alizadeh. He received the
1988 prize for his work entitled “"Mobile Pastoralism and the Development of
Complex Societies in Highland Iran: The Evidence from Tall-i Bakun A,” submitted
to the Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago in Chicago, lllinois. The
following is an abstract of the dissertatation prepared by the author.

The second half of the fourth millennium B.C. wasa period of remarkable
changes in the socio-economic and political life of the ancient Near East. In
this period, less complex societies of the earlier prehistoric time developed
state organizations which were centered in large areas such as Ur, Uruk,
Nippur, Susa, Chogha Mish, and Malyan.

Archaeologists and anthropologists agree now that the pristine states did
not rise precipitously from the earlier prehistoric communities which were
centered in small sites. Though considered as precursors of the later urban
societies, nevertheless, little work has focused on complexities and direct links
of the predecessors of the urban communities of the ancient Near East.

In this respect, Fars, one of the Largest and richest regions on the Iranian
plateau in natural resources, has been neglected. This thesis is devoted to
demonstrate a prehistoric example of that differential control of economic
resources which resulted in social stratification in the later complex societies.
Recent studies have suggested that ancient mobile pastoralists may have had
some measure of influence in the development of such societies, particularly
in south and southwestern Iran; thus, the nature of the interactions between



On the Play “"Baggal-bazi dan Hueur .. 9

article. The results of these communications are as follows:

1. Dr. *Ali Reza Amir Moez of Texas Tech. is the brother of the person who
originally published the play in the journal Hollywood. The editor of
Hollywood at the time was Dr. Moez’s brother *Ali Asghar Amir Moez, who
now resides in Tehran.

2. A complete text of the play appears for the first time in this issue of /ran
Nameh.

3. The title of the play in Dr. Amir Moez's copy is "Dushidb al-Mulk” not
“Baqqal-bazi dar Huzur.”

4. Dr. Amir Moez on the question regarding the author of the play offers
three thoughts in his letters:

a. The author of the play may have been Amin al-Dawlla Kashi.

b. The play was among the effects of Mirza Mohammad Khan Sa‘id
Lashkar (father of ‘Ali Asghar Amir Moez and Dr. *Ali Reza Amir Moez)
who passed away at when around thirthy.

c. The play was in fact the work of Mirza Mohammad Khan Sa’id
Lashkar.

with wiev to the dates of birth and death of Mirza Mohammad Khan Sa‘id
Lashkar (1309-1338/1891/1919), and the dates of the reign of Nasir al-Din
Shah (1264-1313/ 1847-1895) and the date of the colophon of the manuscript
of the play (1311/1893), this manuscript cannot be the work of Mirza
Mohammad Khan Sa'id Lashkar. Pending the emergence of the new
documents we are compelled to accept Yahya Aryanpour’s opinion that the
play was written by Mohammad Hasan Khan I'timad al-Saltana.

The auhtor of this article also points out that in addition to its highly sever
criticism of Nasir al-Din Shah and his court, the play also denounces the
theme of Westernism or borrowing from Eroupe. He points out that at the
time of the play some lranians in their conception of governing institutions
were trying to imitate the Ottoman Empire which had considerable contact
with Europe, and that the author of the play was completely aware of this fact.

Jalal Matini



On the Play “Baqqal-bazi dar Huzur”
or "Dushab al-Mulk”

This play was introduced in an incomplete fashion in 1333 in Dr. Abual-
Qasim Jannati ‘Ata'’s book Bunyad-e Namayish dar Iran. He writes that in
1317/ 1938 Seyyed “Ali Nasr, head of the Tehran Drama School, referred to
the play in his history of the theater course; during a discussion of Nasir al-
Din Shih'’s buffoons, he said that it was performed on New Year's eve (March
20) at the imperial palace. Jannati*Ata'Tadds that Amir Moez prepared the
play for publication in 1323/1944 in the journal Hollywood (no.18) and
attributed it to a Qajar era figure, but because the publication did not
continue, the last scene of the play was not published and therefore, is not
available. Jannati'Atai, furthermore points out that the manuscript of the
play is in America, and is kept as part of an anthology. Both the end of the
play and the identity of its author are in doubt. W hat exists of the text of the
play suggests the tenor and aspect of the time when Mirza Malkum Khan was
writing his works. Jannati ‘Ata'i also says that the play appears to have
written in Iran, and is not the work of an emigrant to Tiflis or Istanbul. Yahya
Aryanpour, author of Az Saba ta Nima (p. 327), is nearly certain in his belief
that the author of the play was Muhammad Hasan Khan I'timad al-Saltana,
and that, contrary to Jannati ‘Ata'l’s opinion, because of the harsh criticism
contained within the play, it was not performed at the imperial palace. This is
the sum of what was known about the play. However the author of this article
recently received a New Year’s greeting from Dr. ‘Ali Reza Amir Moez of
Texas Tech. University who included a complete text of the play but without
any explanations.

Communications with Dr. Amir Moez and two others concerning the
identity of the author of the play continued until the time of writing this

* Abstract transtated by Paul Sprachman.



I he Issue vl the Gull ol Basra

have been used more than “the Persian Gulf”.

3. In the constitution of the Ba‘th Party which was approved on the 4th of
April, 1947 and is still in force in both Iraq and Syria, the Persian Gulf is
named the Gulf of Basra and is termed “part of the Arab birthright.”

Matini also points out that in geographical literature published in Arabic,
one also finds the The Gulf of Basra;e.g., ‘Adnanal-‘Attar’s " Historical Atlas
of the Arab and Islamic World” (Damascus and Cairo, 1979) identifies the
Persian Gulf in three ways: from the second millennium B.C. itis “The Gulf of
Bahrayn,” from the time of the prophet Muhammad “until the end of the
Ottomans "The Gulf of Basra” (with one exception),and only during the
height of Umayyid power “The Arabian Gulf”. Matini shows that this flies in
the face of the known history of the area which records that Basra was
founded as a garrison under the second Caliph and gained fame only under
the caliph Mu‘awiya (661-680).



The Issue of the Gulf of Basra*

by
Jalal Matini

The author begins by reporting a recent conversation with an Iranian
professor living in Iran who had come to Los Angeles and happend to attend a
meeting of the Middle Eastern Studies Association. The professor
complained that Iranian scholars living in the United states have been
shirking their duty to object to the use of the terms "The Arabian Gulf” or just
“The Gulf” instead of the Persian Gulf, a fact with which the author is also in
agreement. The author, however finds consolation in the fact that after a
number of years of silence in the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding this issue,
there now has appeared objections to the use of the term “Arabian Gulf”, as is
evident in an article published in Nashr-e Danish. In that article, the Turkish
scholar Fuad Sezgin who is employed by the Institute of the History of Arabic
and Islamic Sciences in Frankfurt is criticized for changing the term Bahr al-
Farsi (Persian Gulf) to Bahr al-Basra ona 2nd/ 3rd Islamic century map. The
author of the article in Nashr-e Danish offers the following logic for Sezgin’s
action: 1. his employers receive funding from the Saudi Arabia and Kuwait; 2.
he knew that "The Arabian Gulf” was a modern fabrication; 3. therefore, to
satisfy the Arabic speaking countries Sezgin used Bahr al-Basra to eliminate
the term “Fars1” from the map.

In this article Matini goes into the following history of the use of Bahr al-
Basra, a history that predates Sezgin's geography.

I. Before the end of WWI, certain Turkish scholars following the lead of
Ottoman policy, began to use "The Gulf of Basra” instead of “The Persian
Gulf”, '

2. In modern Turkey, since the time of Atd Turk to this day, the terms “the
Gulf of Basra” (Basra Kor/Basra Korfezi) or merely "The Gulf” (Korfezi)

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.



Arabic Antecedents of some of
Sa‘di’s Aphorisms and Tales*

by
Mahmoud Omid Salar

In this article the author traces the Arabic text sources and antecedents to
some of Sa‘d’s tales and sayings. He discusses:
1. The antecedents of the expression”Amr and Zayd’s [mock] dispute”
(Gulistan V).
2. The Arabic textual record on tales about the band of thieves perched on a
mountain waiting for caravans, and on the line:

A wolf cub will grow into a wolf,
Though it be reared among men (Gulistan 1).

3. The references to the aphorism "Men are all members of the.same body.”

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.



The Origin and Meaning of ‘Aql (reason)
in the View of Nasir Khusraw
Part One: The Origin of ‘Agl*
by
Shahrokh Meskoob

Meskoob begins by noting that although Islamic civilization had put its
intellectual development and florescence behind it at a certain point, not long
into the period of rigidity and traditionalism, certain thinkers, among them
Nasir Khusraw, were not satisfied with repeating the ideas and words of their
predecessors. This part of Meskoob’s article treats the subject under these
headings: ‘Aql in the Koran, *Aql in dialectical theology, the Mu'tazilites and
Isma‘iliya and some of the correspondences in their beliefs, general agreement
among the various schools, Abu Ya'qub Sajistani, and Neoplatonic ideas.

The second part of Meskoob's article will appear in the next issue of /ran
Nameh.

* Absiract translated byPaul Sprachman.



Baluncing word and...

bottles to contain new meanings.
Naderpour turns to modern poetry and notes that traditional walls have

come down and roads toward innovation have been smoothed; Nima made
variations in verse length and in rhyme possible and allowed new words and
meanings to enter poetry. Some poets even went beyond Nima and for this
reason new critical standards are needed to judge them. In response to the
question of which standards to apply to poetry, Naderpour states that
one must wait for the vacillations in the scales of word and meaning to
decrease. It goes without saying that during the last half century, meaning has
become preponderant over word, but poets have just begun their journey.
They must find a way of rising above the political considerations of their age.



Balancing Word and Meaning on the
Scales of
Contemporary Persian Poetry*

by
Nader Naderpour

Naderpour begins his talk by reminding the audience that during the 1200-
year history of Persian poetry, word and meaning have stood as the basic
elements of that poetry, sometimes in balance with one another and at times
out of balance. He confines his remarks to the hundred years which preceded
the constitutional revolution, a period that he charactrizes as one of
“Renaissance” in the sense of “return”. Proponents of a “return” felt that the
preponderance of meaning over word in the style known as “"Hindi” needed to
be corrected; they thus began to adopt the K hurasani or ‘Iraqi styles. Their
efforts however, resulted in a tipping of the balance in the direction of word:
¢.g., the Shahanshah-Nama of Saba and the poetry of Qa’ini. During the
momentous events of the Iranian Constitutional revolution a counter
movement in poetry did nothing more than to restore the imbalance in favor
of meaning. Although prior to these heady political times restoring the
balance was accomplished with some ease, this time with all of the new
political, social, and cultural ideas in the environment, it became more
difficult.

After referring to the efforts of Constitutional period poets to pour new
meaning into old bottles, Naderpour concludes that this effort got nowhere
because the old bottles (equality of lenght of verses and rhyme) lost their
primacy. He then brings up the ideas of Nima and very briefly analyzes his
poetry, adding that, contrary to Nimd'’s view (but in no way to dismiss them),
the poetic innovations of such poets as Hamidi Shirazi in the qasida and
Simin Behbahani in the ghazal, demonstrate the capability of some of the old

* Absiract translated by Paul Sprachman.

The text of a speech given at the annual MESA meeting in Los Angeles in November, 1988
during the session held by the Foundation for lranian Studies.



Lo Spandarniad. .. i

surmised from ancient lranian and Indian traditions that "Manu” was the first
man - later to be supplanted in the mythology of Iran by other individuals - if
we assume Manu - Manuchehr as the first man, then his relationship with the
goddess of the earth becomes clear.

In the view of primitive man, the earth was feminine and the {irst mother
of primordial man. For this reason in Zoroastrian literature the first human
couple (Mashy€ and Mashyane) sprang from the seed of Gayomart , who
impregnated the earth, as two rhubarb shoots and then changed into humans.
It would be natural then that in the time of earthly contlict, the first man,
manu = Mandcheher, would turn to his earth-mother, the goddess of the
carth, for a solution. lafazzoli hypothesizes one can find strands of the
notion that Manu was the first man and Spandarmad as the mother of
creation in this myth.



Y Lran Namen, Vol, Vil

Spandarmad this way: “Afrasiab’s asked for the hand of Spandarmad and
Spandarmad in (that) land mixed (with him).” From this they concluded that
Spandarmad became Afrasiab’s consort. Benveniste, moreover, added that
the account of the marriage completed the first version of the legend; thusthe
author of Shahrestanihda, and Bar Konay included it in their accounts:
however, since Zoroastrian priests who considered the tale of the union of a
Turanian and a goddess an anathema, they deleted it from the religious
tradition,

The hypothesis that Afrasiab married Spandarmad has been criticized
briefly by Messina who correctly emphasized this point: the translation
“Spandarmad in (that) land mixed (with him)” does not correspond to the
Pahlavi original. Moreover, he commented, in ancient Iranian sources there
is no mention of such a marriage. Messina translated the phrase this way:
Spandarmad mixed with the earth, that is, disappeared.” It should be added
that the term gumextan is found in exactly the same context in another text
and that it does not connote "marriage/ mating,” rather “to become one with
the gerig”(the visible, material form of existence). It is this meaning that
should be understood in the above context.

The author then examines the texts of Shahrestaniha and Bar Konay’s
account and criticizes the deduction of Benveniste, and adds that in Iranian
mythology, marriages among gods, if mentioned at all, are all symbolic.
Iranian mythology does not even admit the marriage of a god with anearthly
being - though the worldly being be untained by human sin - much less the
union of a goddess with a sinful creature like Afrasiab, who wasa sorcerer and
an enemy of the Iranians.

The writer then turns to the explanation of the account of Afrasiab'’s
proposal to Spandarmad and reconstructs the principal parts of the myth on
the basis of sources mentioned in the article and concludes that the central
motif of the myth is the seduction of the Turanian tyrant by the Iranian
goddess. The aim of the myth is to present the redress of a wrong. Theauthor
also examines Zoroastrian creation myth, in which the god Neryosang plays a
similar part. He also studies Manichean myths with the motif.

At the end of his article, Professor Tafazzoli raises this question: in the
myth of Afrasiab and Spandarmad why does this goddess and not the water
goddess Anahitd, play the victim of the seduction of the Turanian tyrant
especially since the myth deals with denying Iran water? His answer is as
follows:

l. In the struggle between lran and Turan in the time of Manuchehr. the
bone of contention was not just water, but control of Iran itself.

2. The reason for the choice of Spandarmad in this myth must be her close
association with Manuchehr. In the same way that Christensen rightly



Did Spandarmad Marry Afrasiab?
A Seduction Motif in Iranian Mythology*

by
Ahmad Tafazzoh

According to the legendary history of the Iranians, during the 120-year
reign of King Maniichehr, the Turanian King Afrasiab was able to gain
control of Iranshahr for a period of twelve years. Ultimately through the
intervention of the earth goddess Spandarmad and the marksmanship of the
arch-archer F’-&msh, peaceful coexistence was achieved between Iran and its
arch-enemy Turan. This tale is found in abbreviated form in a Pahlavi text
and in more detail in Islamic era sources which were based on the Pahlavi
Khwaddy-namag. According to another group of sources, during his
invasion of Iran Afrasiab destroyed cities and, by ruining Iran’s underground
water channels and springs and by diverting its rivers, was able to block the
country’s water supply. Sources differ on the matter of coexistence between
Iran and Turan, some do not mention Afrasidb’s peace, others place it after
his death.

It is possible that in the original versions of these sources, the destruction
of cities, the filling of underground water channels and springs, and the
diversion of rivers all took place during the time of Manuchehr; however,
since the attacks on Iran by Afrasiab continued untill the time of a subsequent
king Kaykhosrow, some of the secondary events may have been transferred to
later periods. Supporting this hypothesis is the role the earth goddess
Spandarmad performed in helping mantichehr, abbreviated accounts of
which appear in three Pahlavi texts, Wizidagiha [ Zadsparam, Shahrestanihd
i Erdn, and Ayadgar i Jamaspig, and in a Syriac text of Theodor Bar Konay.

E. Benveniste and J. Markwart made note of the similarities between the
account related in Shahrestanihd and that preserved in the Syriac text;
however, both translated the section about Afrasiab’s asking for the hand of

* Absiract rranstaied by Paul Sprachman.



The Iranian Revolution:
Thanatos on a National Scale

The Iranian
Revolution:
Thanatos on a
National Scale

Gholam R Atkham

In this provocative new interpretation of the
Iranian Revolution, Gholam R. Afkhami, a
former insider, analyzes the reasons for the
collapse of the Shah’s political system. He
further assesses the strengths and weaknesses of
the Khomeini regime in light of Iranian society
and finds it an alien and alienating system.
Readers will find this a compelling narrative, as
events move forward with the drama and the
inevitability of a Greek tragedy. 258 pages,
bibliography and index.
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