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An Unwritten Chapter in ... 7
policies of Russia and Britain in Iran. It is a testament to the nationalists’
sense of history, the degree of their collective will and their pride, and the
depth of their commitment and solidarity that during the chaotic war period
Iranian exiles managed to found the Nationalist Party of Iran.

The author of this article has translated the proclamation of the Nationalist

Party from French into Persian.



An Unwritten Chapter in the=|=
Contemporary History of Iran

by

Hossein Farhoudi

This article focuses on the International Congress of Socialists held in
Stockholm in the summer of 1917. Among the Congress’ aims were: (1) the
support and protection of countries that were vulnerable to threats from
colonial powers and (2) the establishment of a center for the coordination of
the activities of the various socialist parties throughout the world and for the
exchange of information concerning those activities.

During the first world war, the neutrality of Iran was violated by Russia
from the north, England from the south, and the Ottoman Empire from the
west and the northwest. These powers brought their conflicts to Iranian soil
and acted to increase the political, economic, and military pressure on the
country.  In response to widely disseminated German propaganda
proclaiming Germany the protector of Iranian interests, the Russians, with
the tacit approval of the British, announced that they would move a portion
of their forces in Iran from Qazvin to Tehran. The Russian move precipitated
the issue of moving the Iranian capital from Tehran to Isfahan and,
subsequently, the movement of nationalist freedom fighters to Qum and
Isfahdn and the creation of a provisional government in exile. The activities
of the freedom fighters continued through the period 1916-17 when the
Russian revolution took place and the International Congress of Socialists
was convened in Sweden,

When Iranian nationalists living in Europe heard about the congress, they
convened their own congress and ultimately chose two people. Seyyed
Hassan Tagizadeh and Vahid al-Mulk Shayban, to represent them at the
Socialists” Congress. The Iranians’ representatives were to voice their
concerns about their country’s national integrity and to protest the imperialist

* Absiract wranstated by Paul Sprachman.



The "Florence”Manuscript
of the Shahnama Dated 1217
by
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

Here for the first time is a detailed description, analysis, and facsimiles in
Persian of the oldest known manuscript of the Shahnama housed in the
National Library in Florence (ms. cl. 111. 24 [G.F.31]). The original scribe
and provenance of the manuscript, which is in a naskh hand, are not known.
The manuscript originally comprised two volumes, the second of which is no
longer extant. The first volume, containing the first half of the epic (until the
reign of Kay Khosrow) was introduced to the scholarly world by professor
A.M. Piemontese in 1976, who found it in the Florentine collection misnamed
“A Persian Commentary on the Koran.”

Khaleghi Motlagh has personally analyzed the manuscript and compared it
to other manuscripts and al-Bundari’s Arabic translation using six criteria:
orthography, arrangement of hemistichs and full lines, omitted and added
verses, inserted anecdotal material, and the recording of lexical items. He
concludes that althogh the Florence ms. 1s the oldestand taken asa whole the
most dependable version of the Shahnama, it is not necessarily the most
correct in each and every specific case. This is why in editing the first volume
of the Shahnama, Khaleghi Motlagh has used other manuscripts in order to
detect and account for the short mings of the Florence ms.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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I Is it permissible under Islamic law to label depictions of animate beings,
whether human or animal, “Islamic art™

2. Is it permissible under Islamic law to include portraits of the Prophet of
Islam and the Immaculate Imams in collections of Islamic art?

3. Is it permissible under Islamic law to include illustrations inspired by
such pre-Islamic legends and tales as those found in the Shahnama, the Haft
Paykar, the Eskandarnama, etc., though executed by Moslems, in
collections of Islamic art?

4. Is it permissible under Islamic law to label paintings containing scenes of
Moslems and non-Moslems drinking wine and listening to music “Islamic
art™?

5. Is it permissible under Islamic law to place paintings depicting both
Moslem and non-Moslem women with faces and hair showing or half-naked
or totally naked in exhibitions called ”“Islamic”?

6. Is it permissible under Islamic law to introduce to the rest of the world
such musical instruments as the tar, the kamancha, the seh tar, etc., such
gambling equipment as playing cards, backgammon sets, etc.. and such wine-
drinking implements as bottles, goblets, etc. - though possessing artistic merit
- as "Islamic art”?

Matini’s article contains the complete text of the answers (fatwas) to these
questions and photographs of the kinds of objects that have been labelled
“Islamic,” but proscribed under Islamic law.



“Islamic Art,”
at What Cost to Iran and Islam?*

by
Jalal Matini

Matini's latest comments on the subject (Previously discussed in fran
Nameh 4:1 and subsequent issues) make it clear that this objection to the
misnomer “Islamic Art” is not motivated by chauvinism, nor by enmity
against brother Muslims, nor by hostility to holy Islam itself. His belief is that
when the term “Islamic” is used in rubrics of major collections of “oriental” art
objects in museums and galleries, the majority of which collections are in
every sense of the word of “Persian” provenance, not only does Iran suffer a
severe cultural blow, but Islam itself is in no way enhanced by the false
attribution.

Matini maintains that though the position of certain European and
American art experts is that the term “Islamic Art” is used to convey the
notion of art produced in countries in which Muslims rule and form the
majority of the inhabitants regardless of the religion of the creators of thatart,
the visitors to collections so labelled tend to misconceive the term “Islamic” as
referring to the Islamic religion.

To test the doctrinal validity of the use of the term “Islamic,” Matini sought
the legal opinions of some well-known Shiite and Sunnite jurists: Ayat Allahs
Seyyed Mohammad Reza Golpayegani, Hossein-Ali Montazeri, and
Jannati from Iran and Shaykh ‘Abd al-Azizb. *“Abd Allah b. Baz, the Saudi
Arabian "Chief of the Office of Religious Doctrine, Counsel, Outreach, and
Guidance.” Based on their opinions (fatwas), many of the works of art
displayed in collections called “Islamic” can be classified as “proscribed”
(haram) under Islamic law. The text of the questions (istifta’s) Matini put to
the divines is as follows:

* Abstract wranstated by Paul Sprachman.



The Iranian Revolution:
Thanatos on a National Scale

The Iranian
Revolution;
Thanatos on a
National Scale

Gholam R Alkhami

In this provocative new interpretation of the
Iranian Revolution, Gholam R. Afkhami, a
former insider, analyzes the reasons for the
collapse of the Shah’s political system. He
further assesses the strengths and weaknesses of
the Khomeini regime in light of Iranian society
and finds it an alien and alienating system.
Readers will find this a compelling narrative, as
events move forward with the drama and the
inevitability of a Greek tragedy. 258 pages,
bibliography and index.

ISBN 0-916808-28-9. $24.95
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WASHINGTON, DC 20036
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