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UNESCO, Paris

The historical city of Isfahan is
in danger of destruction. today,
April 11th, a missile exploded over
Naghsh-e-Jahan square, one of the
dearest cultural, heritages of the
human race. We beg all the
intellectuals, artists and art-lovers of
the world to help stop this
catastrophy.
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Hafiz’s Poetic Method”

by
Mohammad Al Eslami Nodushan

From this detailed article we learn that the secret of Hafiz’s poetry does
not reside merely in his diction: the constituent elements of his poetry,
phrasing, sound, diction, and meaning blend to form a living entity. For this
reason no matter how hard commentators and criticsanalyze and paraphrase
his poetry. they still cannot reach the heart of his diction. They come to that
subtle quality called “ineffability” which is present in any masterwork and is
found in Hafiz, who himself expressed it with the simple demonstrative an (it.
that), more than in the works of other poets. Nodushan borrows from Homer
to describe Hafiz's poetry as “winged speech,” begetting the notion that it
somehow can take wing and fly. According to the author. besides the works
of Hafiz, in all of Persian literature only certain parts of the Shahnamah and
the Masnavi and some odes of Jalal al-Din RUmi can be said to possess that
subtle:an.

The author defines three categorical bases for the diction of Hafiz’s
poetry: similarity, contradiction, and diversity. He briefly shows how all of
the traditional poetic devices available to Persian poets fit more or less into
these three basic categories and notes that of the approximately 200 such
devices. Hafiz employed but twenty of which six or seven are used most
frequently. He also remarks on the ways Hafiz personified frenzy and used
irony in his poetry. The highly symbolic nature of Hafiz’s poetry and the
customary discursiveness of his poetic trains of thought are also noted.
Nodushan sees two reasons behind Hafiz’s reliance on symbolism: (1)
aesthetic, and (2) societal.

The author discusses the close relationship between Hafiz's artistic
method to methods found in such arts as painting, music, and even the

* Abstract transtated by Paul Sprachman.
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calligraphy of a cursive Persian hand called nasta/iq. He concludes with an
ode which begins:
The gentle eastern breeze brought the venerable tavern keeper glad tidings:
Tis the season of reveiry. high spirits, carousal, and drink.

He then analyzes the form and meaning of the ode in great detail.
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Hafiz and Emerson

by
Farhang Jahanpour

Persian poetry fascinated the American poet and philosopher Ralph
Waldo Emerson to such an extent that one can assert without fear of
contradiction that, after English literature, Persian literature exerted the
greatest influence on the poet. Though Emerson became acquainted with
Persian poetry early in his youth (ca. 1820), the first reference to the poets of
Iran comes in sentences he wrote about Hifiz in his 1841 memoris. More than
half of the almost 700 verses Emerson translated from Persian to English are
from the Divdn of Hafiz. In his writings Emerson says that Hafiz was the
most beloved of the Persian poets and that his amazing odes, compared to
those of Pindar, Anacreon, Horace, and Burns, possess a unique depth
because of the profound understanding of mystical truths evinced in them
(Ralph Waldo Emerson, Complete Works,ed. E. W. Emerson, Boston, 1903-
04, pp. 236-65).

Jahanpour notes the main headings of articles Emerson wrote about
Hafiz and ends his article with thoughts from the poet’s Journals (v. VL, p.
488). Emerson states that he thought that each individual, like the custodian
of a museum, stores a valuable cache of pleasing recollections in the recesses
of his mind and memory and that he is ennobled and made proud by those
thoughts. Emerson took pride in the fact that in the hiding places of his soul
were diamonds, wine, beauty, and Hafiz.

* Abstract transiated by Paul Sprachman,



Hafiz and the Iranian National Epic®

by
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

The author begins “Ferdowsi’s Shahnamah is a form of cultural bridge
linking what preceded to what came after. Though this countinuity in Iranian
Culture received a severe blow. after the Arab invasion of Iran. it was not
ruptured; the Shahnamah to a great extent preserved the cultural heritage of
Iran and at the same time gave new life to that heritage.”

With the advent of the Shahndmah the definition of an educated.
culturally aware Iranian, for no thinker could claim to understand the Persian
Language and Iranian learning and lore without a profound knowledge of the
national epic. It is no wonder then that all of the great classical Persian
savants and poets, such individuals as Khayyam, ‘Attar, Nizami. Sa'di. Jalal
al-Din Riimi, and Hafiz and hundreds of other people of letters, historians,
philosophers, miniaturists, legendreciters, and statesmen have been drawn
into the work’s magnetic field.

The many allusions to the Shahnamah works of Hafiz demonstrate that
the great poet was a true reader of the epic. A glance at the proper names used
in Hafiz's Divdn is enough to confirm this, According to Khaleghi, one of the
reasons why Hafiz was attracted to the epic was that the Shahnamah is not
merely a catalog of battles and battlefields. The descriptions of battles in the
work are, in fact, concise, while sections devoted to philosophy and ages of
accured Persian wisdom, to rules for living a d=cent life and for dying an
honorable death, and to a nation’s customs and history, as believed by the
people of the time, are significantly more spacious. The grandeur and glory
that was pre-Islamic Iran is especially evident in the epic, and it is the
determinism of the Shahnamah which is particularly evident in the works of
Hafiz.

* Absiract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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The author also points out Haliz’s differentiated use of Semitic and
Iranian Mythology. When the poet makes the infidelity, trustlessness, and
treachery of life in this world his theme, he cannot realize it with Semitic lore -
and it he does the poetry is an ode to pleasure seeking and wine drinking - but
turns to the stories of the Shahndmah. The depth of Hafiz's feeling for the
epic is dramatically manifest whenever his poetry is inspired by its legends;
depending on the nature of the tale he borrows, his poetry invariably becomes
redolent of a profound sincerity. faith, sadness, or grief.



Hafiz: Interpreting the
Interpretations*

by
Hamid Dabashi

There is a historical Hafiz, whom we know through scattered
biographical references in a few hagiographical source. Our actual
knowledge of the historical Hafiz is limited, not totally reliable, and leaves
much to be desired. But thereisalsoa mythical Hafiz. A Hafizcreated inand
by the collective imagination of generations of admireres who have fashioned
“their Hafiz” according to their set of prides and prejudices.

But the mythical Hafez thus created does not and will not remain
confined to the hagiographical sources that creates him. He moves. He
moves from the pages of the hagiographical texts to the plethora of ghazals
and anthologies of ghazals attributed to him; and that is the source and cause
of so much confusion and diversity in manuscripts of his Divan.

The Persian text of this article is an attempt to see the various cultural
forces that are operative in transforming a historical figure into a mythical
symbol. The conclusion of the article is that innate and repressed hopes and
iears historically circumspecting a culture are massively at work in
transfusing a minimum of historical data into an active and energetic myth
that moves in history. As the myth moves, so does it reflect the changing
cultural contexts that frame the actual historical figure. the text he has left
behind, and ultimately the symbolic constellation these two project.

“Abatract prepared o the author,



Editing Hafiz*

by
Jalal Matini

In this article the author notes the rapidity with which manuscripts
containing portions of Hafiz’s works or the poet’s entire Divan multiplied
soon after his death. During the period 1405-35 alone, some fourteen of these
manuscripts were produced. A casual census of the Hafiz manuscripts
preserved in private and public libraries throughout the world indicates that
more than a thousand are extant, and, if a more careful count were
conducted, the total would double or perhaps triple. In addition to the
manuscript copies of Hafiz poetry, several printed versions have also been
produced. The first appeared in calcutta in 1791. The first Iranian edition
came out in 1837, and, according to Persian printed book bibliography
Fihrist-i Kitabha-ye Chapi before the appearance of Qazvini and Ghani
critical edition was published in 1941, some 71 lithograph and leadtype
editions of the poet’s Divan were published: 28 on the Indian subcontinent, 4
in Egypt, 3 in Ottoman Turkey, | in Tashkent, and 35 in Iran. Since the
appearance of Qazvini and Ghani's critical edition, scholars have been
applying the tools of modern manuscript edition to Hafiz's works. Parviz
Natel Khanlari produced a two volume critical edition early in this decade
(2nd ed.= 1983). During this period, a rather subjective rendering of the
Divan called Hafiz-i Shiraz wascreated by the poet Ahmad Shamlu(lIsted.=

1975; 5th ed.= 1983). which the author of this article criticizes in detail.

The author, referring to numerous examples, shows that Shamlu’s
Hafiz-i Shiraz has warped the poetry of Hafiz and has presented the poet’s
work in a manner completely differrent from the older manuscripts and the
earlier recognized critical editions. Unfortunately Hafiz-i Shira= has reached
a large audience inside and outside Iran. Itisespecially regrettable that many
young people become familiar with Hafiz through this book and form an

* Ahstract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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incorrect image of the poet and his works.

Today, governments, including the Iranian government have passed
special laws protecting historical buildings and do not allow anyone,
including the owners to make unauthorized changes. Is it not possible. the

author asks, to adopt measures to save cultural treasures such as Hafiz's
poetry and Shahnamah and others from being distorted.
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