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“Islam” S 3 A & Encrelopaedia of Istam, New edition, Leyden-London 1978 -1
"S. From islam to Islam - In European languages, it has become customary to speak of Islam to
denote the whole body of Muslim peoples, countries, and states, in their socio-cultural or
political as well as in their religious sphere. And it is in a similar sense that modern Arabic olten
uses al-isfam. What connection does this very general meaning retain or not retain with the
ctymological signilicance of the word, and its evocation of "surrender to God™!”
“Islam” : b> LT o IS Olea . v
“As the author indicates, it is only recently (19th-20th centuries) that Islam has incontestably
become the chosen term to signily both a religion and a politico-social area (lortunately replacing
“"Mohammedanism” “Islamism” and other such termes). Religious and cultural history thereby
adopts the very name by which the bilad al-islam designate themselves, as with a title ot honour.
And it is merely since the beginning ol the 19th century, probably under the intluence of Western
ideas, that writers in Arabic have employed it in an equivalent way.”
G. Fehervarl, "Art and Architecture’, The Cambridge History of Islan, (eds) P.M. Holt, _ A
Ann K.S, Lambton and Bernard Lewis, Volll, pp. 702-704.
“1he proper usage ol the collective name *Islamic art” has been seriously questioned by a number
of scholars during the past two or three decades. As alternatives "Arabart’,"Persian art’, “Turkish
art’ have been suggested. Others have even gone as tar as denying any common ground or
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characteristies in this art, and claimed that it should be simply named after the respective country
where the monuments stand or where particular art objects were produced.”

Sir Thomas Arnold, Painting in Islam, Oxlord, 1928 5l fay (alie Olea kS len -4
“The late Sir Thomas Arnold formulated the concept of Ilslamic art - or, as he called it,
"Mubammadan art’- in the tollowing way: ‘By the term "Muhammadan art” is meant those
works ol art which were produced under Muhammadan patronage and in Muhammadan
countries; the artists themselves were of diverse nationalities and were not always adherents of
the laith ot Islam.”

PRvLTe J-y._,.l Sulamay 51 The Formation of Islanvie Art -,al:fﬂ Oleg Graber VPES
K Slhare (el Solem s 8D G G oS Lol 0 £l (e ol (6 lenan
SVNAMNY o o) led o8 e aali Ol L Olyee

XN o VL O (e LT el i o a Y pyri ) U eyl eigdl] 871

Histoire de la Philosophie Islanigue oS fad <y oo s el ol e 25 e oY
ol i T .Lf-;,ua.q',.J.i'c__,u.JJ)r,-s'dJﬁs%}bJTj g—....ibaf‘.;.‘h:fb L,....f
SIPBA 0L ciston li! 2875 fam 5 (A2

il a3y Jyans i s 4 Sl ot J1 & o o q..ﬂ,f ot el Sadin I Lo iy s o0
O Sy 2 (oo o 3 29 (g2 b pOhel ealy Sl Al iy ) 8 ansS Cy (e Aadin 1 S
Pt asile oo o o ol elin Sl Ay 5 Oy sl b STy ol 0L (U3 (s OUS 0 2
S el 0 Oy T o3l Kinp o Gl (m Ol Sl a3 (S sl sl e
a3 5ol DU 53 am Uenen Olyie L5053 el 0313 imn s W) g0 4 (5315 el Ul L laa
et b o8 el sl gasia ol Ll ol ey @315 paee 5T ¢ gey OS2
22 kload w g o 8 Qe boe sl ol Glasa Sl Ol 39de Ly 46030 Cylas (pdely
S 03,015 @35 mpein Jh,:u,al, e L
GlpsS 3 8 oS o) il g sl (3 i papeis S S35 L e pypie & Ol
el i g B sl 3L 38 J'KJ-U 2 ol

! (gl aidd Glas (e 8alin ) pabine o7 anlas JVazal e by g ilea )87 Nz e (sloe s
f’ig’y\-ﬂmwhﬂfﬁa)’l-JQM-’L‘)JJF.QJ}JJL!L!JNUJJ\.-—-BM g g2 0L o 5
K s ) o Vs ags (rolety (s ST dipn Wls el Slemd K p S e il ol
Nl ol aad ety U 0L 4 8 Gl e w b adi ) 5 o e g il T (OS5 sl
s g0 B e b e i STl & O g 2 7 lenS Ll (o8 el 28
25 03) JLET Ll LAl b (,;v_, 23]l 85) (doslas! q,..u,,.;- o s S Gl Ol S
(oS 5 b 68 o 0ad 22 UL & oS ST ST g il sy 3 E L (5350
G3) olgie ol ol 1y (62 Mn pdin §) Ul a5 (63) 5 e 5 s ] Qligedid s w0 ey i
Logt Ko 2555 b Ol ety g ol S o o o 1 3 LTS b DLl b o2y
S5 GRS el 3 ke 5T S50 Dlying Ly T by Olkeloc] o7 Oliz) el 315 s o8 o
dldy SN O ul 2 sladl, jl can s_}ibs Il g Ll 9 2180 8 ol b ey (A
e\ 2 caols (g (SUa» b (2 YD Oligedd e ) I, OUTdly o -.ilic-

De Lacy O'Leary JG How Greek Science passed to the Arabs oSl T dama8 Olim _ (1
L R ,_,;__,L.,(\r,_-mﬁ_,,&.,u Shsl) oSl e ay g pple SN0y b
a6 Sl e DS e e i 0281 g # O & Uy e AT pl (S s ilonis



AR w3 Ol 5 5T

Ol ) el o0 aan (Sl e 036 U L sl eigdll S A et 00 ol
3 i O\l (35 2503 03,5 Uiy i s (o k) (il o7 o T (S md ¥ fomis 53 5 L (VP £4
b el enen oolds L o (5l NS ol e i an fil iy e n B 5L s ey et
History of 555 G o) Sgph (om0 o 23,3 las slaie o 1) el Shan b Wl o en
b S il demdlie 5 ((1FAA (D) ol b o L L Syl s lasl LG Arabian Medicine
(Alall vars O1,5) oSl Ol 5 aduld b plb L a2l s - s il (aIB Gl da i)
Al 838" Ol
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Pierre Quonian, The Lowvre, translation: Barbara Shuey, Paris 1983,
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treaties); and 4. The payment of war reparations for the damage done during
the hostilities.

Farhoudi writes that when the demands for the Iranian delegation
appeared to be making good progress, the British, with the fall of Czarist
Russia, saw themselves without a rival in Persia. In 1919, in order to forestall
French and American interference in their sphere of influence, the British
signed an agreement with the Vusug al-Dawla government, thereby
undermining the entire Iranian agenda. The head of the Iranian delegation
was then recalled to Iran. Supporters of the agreement called it the Anglo-
Iranian Pact, while its opponents saw it as the Anglo-Protectorate of Iran
Pact.

After all the secret dealings came out and the public rose up in opposition to
what had happened, a reputable Tehran daily, Ra'd, Printed an article which
stated that the reason for Iran’s failure at the peace Conference was that the
United States did not agree with the Iranian delegation.

The United States Embassy in Tehran relayed its government’s opposition
to what was printed in Ra'd. The objection expressed surprise at the Anglo-
Iranian Pact and added that it was clear that Iran no longer needed the help
and advice of the United States, though the Iranian delegation at the
conference had explicitly sought the assistance and good will of the American
delegation.

Thus did Iran, acting with the British, pull the rug out from under its own
delegation to the Paris Peace Conference.



Iran and the Paris Peace Conference”

by
Hossein Farhoudi

In this article the author writes of the efforts of three Iranians who, having
been schooled in political struggle during Iran’s Constitutional Revolution,
participated in the post-WW1 Paris conference to seek justice for their
homeland. The three, who were knowledgeable in the ways of international
diplomacy, included Foreign Minister ‘Ali-Quli Khan Mushavir al-Mamalik,
Muhammad- ‘Al Foroughi Zaka“ al-Mulk, and Hossein ‘Ala. With their
three secretaries these men made up the Persian contingent at the conference.

Farhoudi reminds readers that though Iran declared its independence at
the outset of the war, it became a battle ground for imperial Russian and
Ottoman forces. In addition German agents operated in various parts of Iran
as agents provocateurs As a result of these violations of her neutrality, many
of Iran’s cities were destroyed and many of her inhabitants killed; moreover
with the disruption of agriculture, Iran suffered years of post-war famine.
Therefore Iran claimed that it had been effectively removed from the neutral
countries and had been enrolled among the combatants. Before the Iranian
delegation to the conference left for Paris, Prime Minister Vusiq al-Dawla set
up a "High Commission” to formulate an eight-point Iranian agenda. Witha
weak and indecisive government in Tehran and a troubled domestic situation,
the delegation entered Paris on 23 January 1919. They got to work trying to
find ways of giving Iranian claims a forum at the conference and, with the help
of France and the United States, finding admittance to the proceedings. The
delegation put the Iranian agenda into four central demands, namely, 1.
Iranian membership in the Peace Conference; 2. Recognition of the
economic, judicial, and political independence of Iran; 3. Return to Iran of all
territories taken from her under the pretext of boundary revision (i.e., those
territories ceded by Iran under provisions of the Gulistan and Turkmanchay

* Abstract transfated by Paul Sprachman,



The Date of Composition of
lhya’ al-Muluk*

by
G.Beradze and Lydia P. Smirnova

In C. Rieu’s Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum,
Or. 2779 is the designation given to Malik Shah Husayn b. Malik Ghias al-
Din Muhammad b. Shah Mahmud Sistani’s (1571-1628) work lhya' al-
Muluk. An edition of this manuscript was published with an introduction
and notes in Tehran by Manouchehr Sotoudeh in 1344 /1965. Despite the fact
that a number of Iranian and non-Iranian scholars have been citing and
excerpting portions of this work since the late nineteenth century, not only do
certain aspects of the author’s life remain a mystery but so does the actual date
of the composition of his work.

The authors write that most scholars have accepted Rieu’s view that the
major part of the work was written in 1027/1618 and that it was ultimately
completed a year later. The latest incident mentioned by Malik Shah is dated
25 Shawal 1028/5 October 1619, at which time ha was among the retinue of
Shah *Abbas | in Isfahan. In his introduction Sotoudeh supports this view.

It is the authors’ contention that when one examines fhya” al-Mulik in
detail and compares, when necessary, parts of it with such contemporary
histories as Iskandar Beyg Munshi's ‘Alam-ara-ye 'Abbasi, it will become
clear that, although Malik Shah wanted to complete his work in 1028/1619,
he actually continued to augment it until three years after that date. The latest
date mentioned in the work is 8 Ramadan 1031/17 July 1622 and the latest
incident is the author’s meeting with Shah ‘Abbas 1 in Herat after the Safavid
monarch’s return from Qandahar.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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Khaleghi’s main conclusions can be summarized as follows: 1. the pelt of
the Babr-i-Bayan is none other than the same dragon pelt of ancient legend,
which for the sake of variety or other reasons becomes a babr(tiger) or palang
(panther); 2. the babr element in the name is the animal and has nothing todo
with babar; and 3. the second element bayan remains unclear: Ferdowsi took
it to mean “fierce”, Khaleghi conjectures that perhaps this is a toponym (in
India a place Bayana, likewise along the Tigris a Bayan exited).



Babr-i-Bayan:
Varieties of Invulnerability”

by
Djalal Khaleghi-Motlagh

In the second part of his article, the author writes that in addition to the
poetic version of the Babr-i-Bayan story and the oral version of the
Mandaians, there is another oral version circulating among the people of
Iran. In this version the creature that provides the protective cloak is Babr-i-
Bayan or an aquatic form of the Babr-i-Bayan, whose original home is located
somewhere in India. In another version of the tale the same creature is called
Patyara.

In addition to these versions, writes Khaleghi, in the epic Faramarznama,
in which the hero kills a dragon, Mar-i Jusha appears yet another version of
Babr-i-Bayan. After comparing several versions of the story from various
sources, the author concludes that all of the animals mentioned as an
invulnerable, no matter what their names, must be the same animal, which
was legendary among the great heroes of Sistan and originated with the
dragon-killing episode in the legend of Garshasp. He also shows how the
stories of Garshisp’s killing an invulnerable dragon and of Sam’s doing the
same thing from the strongest link between the two great heroes.

Continuing his comparative analysis of the Garshasp legend, the author
then compares the Babr-i-Bayan of epic literature with that of the sacred
texts, the Avesta, Dinkard, and Sad Dar-i Bundahishnand concludes that the
animal of the epic cycles is the same found in the religious cycles. After
comparing the episodes of dragon killing by heroes and kings like Esfandidr,
Bahram-i-Giir, and Alexander, he notes a kind of "legendary” logic that
compels these tales, despite their supernatural elements, to conform to the
realities of heroism and kingship. The killings all testify to the worthiness of
the hero or king; this logical testimony is nowhere more completly manifest
than in the story of Bahram Chiibin’s killing of a dragon, Shir-i Kuppi.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman.
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such non-Arab lands as India, Afghanistan, Turkey, and Iran. There is, for
example, the great mathematician Omar Khayyam’s treatise on algebraic
functions Risala fi al-Jabr wa al-Mugabala, there are also miniatures from
Ferdowsi’s Shahnama, which title the exhibitors have Arabicized into al-
Shahnama included also are miniatures from other works as well as fine
Persian carpets produced in various cities in Iran and the gravestone of a man
who died in 1050/ 1640-41 and was buried in the city of Mashhad, Iran.

Matini concludes by saying that the High Council of the Institut du Monde
Arabe which is composed of the ambassadors from Arabic-speaking
countries and six members from France, have ignored accepted academic
practice in choosing such a misleading title for the exhibit.



Persian Art
in .
Arabo-Islamic Art Exhibition

by
Jalal Matini

The lead article in this edition of fran Nameh focuses on an art exhibition
organized in Paris by the Institut du Monde Arabe called "Art Arabo-
Islamique.” Matini has written before in these pages on such dubious terms as
Arabian Art, Muhammadan Art, Islamic Art, Islamic and Arabic Sciences,
etc. Not only are these terms misleading, their use has resulted in a world-
wide eclipse of the renown of Iran (Persia) and the occultation of her
contributions to art and science.

Matini adds that in defining the terms “"Muhammadan Art” an orientalist
scholar, Sir Thomas Arnold has written:

By the term Muhammadan [ = Islamic] art is meant those works of art
which were produced under Muhammadan patronage and in
Muhammadan countries; the artists themselves were of diverse
nationalities and were not always adherents of the faith of Islam.”
This raises the following question: given the fact that this term (leaving aside
our objections to it) was available to the organizers of the exhibit by what
logic did the Institut du Monde Arabe use the term Arabo-Islamic Art for its
exhibit? It is quite clear that the Institut du Monde Arabe deliberately chose
this name because the other terms would imply that the exhibit contained
works of art from all over the Islamic world, whereas "Arabo-Islamic Art”
gives the parochial impression that the art of the Arab countries and peoples
is on display. In fact a considerable amount of the art on display comes from

* Abstract rranslated by Paul Sprachman,

I. Sir Thomas Arnold, Painting in Islam, Oxford, 1928, quoted in G. Fehervari, "Art and
Architecture”, The Cambridge History of Islam, edited by P.M. Holt, Ann K.S. Lambton and
Bernard Lewis, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 1977, pp. 702-740.
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