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on the purported authority of the renowned traditionist and lawyer Mailek b.
Anas (d. 179/795), Qadi ‘Iyad credits the Prophet....
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An introvert personality, prone to musing and dreaming, undistracted by
clatter and deprived of normal pleasures, would become more introverted
with the passage of every year spent alone in the desert. Then, suddenly, a

ghost might appear or a splashing of waves on an unknown sea might be
heard. (p. 12)
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The author sees Isfandiyar’s vulnerable eyes as an emblem of his
infatuation with his own invulnerability, which at first serves to spread
religious faith, but gradually becomes tainted with insensibility. To the
author, the vulnerability of Isfandiyar’s eyes is best explained in a mystical
rather than an epic context; thus Suhravardf in his treatise ‘Agl-i surkh has
given this vulnerability an ethical and spiritual interpretation and his
interpretation is so consistent with the intent of the original relaters of the tale
that one cannot rule out the presence of such profound gnostic vision in the
remote past when the episode was first generated. In other words, the
question of invulnerability, both prior to and after Islam in Iranian religious
and literary texts was never conceived literally, but rather as an ethical and
spiritual concept. It was thus that when Isfandiyar died, his death took no one
by surprise.

On the basis of this analysis, the author writes: Isfandiyar was endowed
with a pure nature, but he was also troubled by the conflict between desire for
kingship and the urge to maintain his purity. This inner conflict wasresolved
the moment the tamarisk-shafted arrow entered his eyes and purified him of -
his imperfections; the blood that flowed down his cheeks cleansed his body
and soul. The author also observes that death does not come immediately to
Isfandiyar; for a moment, however brief, he is given the chance to see with a
clarity of vision that had eluded him all his life and to distinguish enemy from
friend. He is able to see the splendor of unvarnished truth; there is neither
mourning nor lamentation, neither wailing nor pain--all is peace, clarity, true
heroism, and liberation.



The Invulnerable Hero in Iranian Thought™

by
Zhaleh Mahmoud

The author writes that one of man’s earliest desires was to transform by
some magic his vulnerable mortal self into an eternal being and that it is this
human desire for invulnerability that forms one of the most meaningful
aspects of world epic literature. The article is specifically devoted to the
question of the invulnerability of the Iranian epic hero Isfandiyar, son of
Gushtasp, pursuing the reason for his invulnerability in the Avesta,
Shahnamah, Zaratushtnamah, and in oral traditions. She concludes that,
apart from mentioning his vulnerability, little is said about Isfandiyar as
opposed to the other heroes mentioned in religious texts. She then writes that
neither the anar (pomegranate) of the religious texts nor the Zanjir (chain) of
the Shahnamah explain the vulnerability of Isfandiyar’s eyes; whereas the
story of the hero’s bath in sacred waters found in oraltradition of the Mazda-
yasna is the only plausible explanation of his invulnerability as portrayed in
the Shahnamah. Though likely comparison of Isfandiyar with the
invulnerable Krishna and Achilles suggest that they owe their identities to a
common Indo-Aryan source, legends about the three differ on many points.
The writer analyses the legend of Isfandiyar, pointing out that although
Isfandiyar is a religious hero and that, though his battle with Rustam is
ostensibly to propagate the good religion among members of the house of
Rustam who still practiced the old rite, all appeals to the supernal for aid and
victory are accomplished by Zal, Rustam’s father, not through Isfandiyar.

* Abstract rranslated by Paul Sprachman.
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hero, as a result of Muhaqgqiq Karaki’s ban, he became a figure damned and
defiled. It was said that because Abu Muslim believed in the ‘Abbisid
caliphate, he was cursed and deprived of the Lord’s mercy. This strong
condemnation notwithstanding, the people of Iran continued to recite the tale
of Abu Mushm. The author adds that the clerical condemnation of Abi
Muslim was not unanimous; Mulla Muhammad Taqi Majlisi supported him
despite the ban.



The Banning of the Abiz Muslimnamah*

by
Z. Safa

In this article the author examines the Safavid-era conflict between
supporters and opponents of Abu Muslim that eventually led to the ban on
the Abu Muslimnamah. He reminds readers of the conflict between Shiites
and Sunnis that took place in the 10th and 1lth centuries and of the
propagandistic poems that Shiites would recite in praise of ‘Ali, his valor, and
his miracles and of the other beloved Shiite heroes. Sunnis charged that these
poems were designed to mislead the common folk, children, and youth of
other sects and to show them that ‘Ali’s accomplishments went beyond the
capabilities of all other men and that the Companions of the Prophet
Muhammad were uniformly aligned against him. To counteract Shiite
propaganda the Sunnis would publicly recite the adventures of Nariman,
Sam, Zal, Rustam, and other heroes from the Iranian epic cycle; the Shiites
responded by saying that such tales were lies, which belittled the divine
miracles and wondrous deeds of the Imams and their comrades. According to
the 12th century work Kirab al-nagz, Shiites permitted the telling of religious
tales in verse; however, all of a sudden at the outset of the 16th century, the
Shiites theologian Muhaqqiq Karaki, a contemporary of Shah Isma‘il and his
son, Tahmasb (r. 1501-24; 1524-76). who, though not of Iranian origin, had
gained considerable fame and was the greatest mujtahid of his time, explicitly
outlawed listening to the tellers of such tales no matter their faction or sect.
Though Abu Muslim is mentioned in the Kitab al-nagz as a Shiite religious

* Abstract transltated by Paul Sprachman.
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“Qulzum Gulf.” Arab scholars up to thirty-five or forty years ago also used the
term Persian Gulf; among them was Dr. Salah al-Din al-‘Aqqgad in his book
al-Isti‘mar fi al-khalij al-Farisi. Matini identifies two stages in the
transformation of the Persian Gulf to the Arabian Gulf: first, certain
Ottoman writers employed the term “Gulf of Basrah,” which died out with the
demise of the Ottoman state at the end of WWI; second. Arabic-speaking
countries began to use “"Arabian Gulf” around 1950 when the conflicts
between these countries and Iran, alluded to earlier in Matini’s artice, arose.

In recent years some European and American countries have also started to
use “Arabian Gulf” as a sign of their political solidarity with the Arab states.
Many commercial, cultural, and artistic foundations to curry favor with and
garner grants from the oil-rich Arab states also employ “Arabian Gulf” in
place of "Persian Gulf.” Matini writes that it is lamentable that western
scholars will ignore scholarship and reality and bend with the political wind in
search of funding. The important point, however, is that the term "Arabian
Gulf” has yet to achieve a wide or consistent currency; thus a/- Dalil al-tijari li-
I-sharg al-awsat, tijarah, sina@'ah, 1980, published in Beirut uses “Arabian
Gulf” on its map of Qatar, “"Persian Gulf” on its map of Iraq, and "Persian or
Arabian Gulf” on its map of Bahrain. Likeweise, the publication Middle East
Review, 1983, on its map of Oman in place of “Persian Gulf” merely has "The
Gulf;” however on its opening map and on the map of Saudi Arabia, there is
no mention of a gulf whatsoever. The Times Atlas of the World,
Comprehensive Edition published in 1980 achieves balance by using “Persian
Gulf” on maps numbered 7, 16, 33, 38, and 49, and “The Gulf” on maps
numbered 8, 27, 32, and 73.
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countries have called the oil-rich Iranian province of Khuzestan part of their
own territory and have claimed that Iran had acquired Khuzestan by force.
To justify their claims, they have taken to calling Khuzestan “Arabistan.”

Citing both Persian and Arabic geographical texts, Matini shows that
Khuzestan has never been part of greater Arabia and that its inhabitants have
always been lIranian, who, because of their proximity to Arabic-speaking
lands, used Arabic frequently. He also points out that from Safavid times
onward, the western part of Khuzestan, which was in the hands of the
Musha‘sha‘iyan (a heterodox Shiite movement), has been called ‘Arabistan to
differentiate it from the eastern part, however, this does not mean that this
area was part of Arabia. Similarly, in the shahristan of Gulpayigan there is an
"Arabistan” composed of eight small and large villages, which no one thinks
of as part of the Arab countries’ territory. Likewise, there are several villages
in Iran, the names of which begin with the word "arab,” but the fact that this
element is in their names does not mean they are part of Arab-speaking world.

In discussing the history of the Irano-Arab relations, the writer goes back
to the formation of Iraq in 1920 out of the old Ottoman Imperial holdings;
from that year until 1975 Iran and Iraq disagreed over the Shatt al-Arab
waterway. Relying on international law, Iran believed that its border with
Iraq ran down the Shatt al-Arab, however Iraq, with the backing of the
British, insisted that Shatt al-Arab was part of Iragi territory. During the
reign of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi, in which Iran followed an
independent foreign policy in the Middle East, it was often at odds with the
revolutionary regimes of the area such as Egypt, Iraq, Syria, and Libya.
Occasionally this resulted in breaks in diplomatic relations. During these
conflicts, first the president of the Republic of Egypt Gamal Abdel Nasser
forced the Arab League to call Khuzestan ‘Arabistan, and then the conference
of Arab Jurists came out in support of this view. Later, in 1969 when Iran
asserted its territorial right over its half of the Shatt al-Arab waterway, Iraq as
part of a series of hostile acts, announced that Khuzestan belonged to her,
calling the province ™Arabistan” and formed an ™Arabistan Liberation
Front.” It also tried to provoke the Arabic-speaking inhabitants of Khuzistan
to revolt, but did not gain anything from the efforts.

The Persian, not the Arabian, Gulf

Matini writes that no educated and unbiased individual familiar with world
geography has called the body of water bounded by Iran’s Khuzestan and
Fars and the Saudi Arabian peninsula by anything but the Persian Gulf or its
equivalent in other languages. He cites Strabo and other Greek, Alexandrian,
and Roman geographers to show that the term "Pars” was used consistently
when referring to this body of water. He also quotes from Persian and Arabic
sources, some of them more than a thousand years old like Hudud al-‘alam to
show that the name used exclusively was the “Persian Gulf” and that the name
of the present-day Red Sea was the “Arabian Gulf” or the “Ayla Gulf” or the
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contiguous geographically, represent three distinct areas. In support of this
point, he uses Persian and Arabic geographical texts going back a
millennium, in which the river Aras is mentioned as the boundary between
Azerbaijan and Aran. Matini adds that even the treaties of Golestan (1813)
and Turkmanchay (1828) signed with Czarist Russia during the region of
Fath *Ali Shah, in which Iran ceded a number of its northern states to the
Czarist government, makes absolutely no mention of Azerbaijan. He quotes
at length the third chapter of the Golestan treaty and the third article of the
Turkmanchay agreement. Despite this, as it well-known, there are two
Azerbaijans in the world today: one a province in northwestern Iran and the
other Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic located north of the Aras river
and part of the territory that became Russian territory as a result of the
treaties of Turkmanchay and Golestan. Also part of the history of this area,
Matini points out, is the fact that after the WW1 defeat of Czarist Russia, The
Ottomans attacked the lesser Caucasus and occupied Baku. In order to get
their hands on Iranian Azerbaijan and also make it part of their territory, the
Ottomans then formed a state of Azerbaijan in the Caucasus out of its
Turkish-speaking inhabitants - their intentions being that at some future date
they would presumably have united the two ,Exzcrbziijzfns and installed their
own puppet government. Though British forces eventually expelled the
Turks, the name Azerbaijan for the area north of the Aras persisted, and in
1936 the Soviet government formed an autonomous republic in the region.
In the last forty years, several attempts to wrest control of Azerbaijan from
Iran have been made:
I. After WWII, when Soviet troops did not leave northern Iran, the Soviet
government vigorously supported the Azerbaijan Democratic Party (1945-
46), which demanded autonomy for Azerbaijan; however with the withdrawal
of Soviet troops, the Party and government of autonomous Azerbaijan fell.
2. Thirty-five years after this incident, a high Soviet official, Aliyev, member
of the Politburo and Deputy-Prime Minister, spoke of the union of Iranian
and Soviet Azerbaijan. He "told a group of western visitors in Baku this
summer [1982] that “whereas Soviet Azerbaijanis had ‘developed their full
potential,” those in Iran had remained backward. It was his ‘personal hope
that the Azerbaijanis will be united in the future.” P
3. A year after Aliyev made the above comments, the Azerbaijan Democratic
Party. which had not been heard from for a number of years and had been
disbanded, suddenly issued a statement in Paris to the effect that because of
the backwardness of the Azerbaijanis resident in Iran. the autonomy of
Azerbaijan, the official recognition of the Azari Turkish language and its
exclusive use as a medium of instruction in Azerbaijin, and the establishment
of an "United Democratic People’s Republic of Iran” were imperative.

Khuzestan, not ‘Arabistan
During the last two or three decades, the Muslim leaders of some Arab



From Azerbaijan to the Persian Gulf

by
Jalal Matini

The lead article of fran Nameh is devoted to the topic of changes of place
names in various countries. In his discussion of the methods of and reasons
behind these changes, the writer stresses two types of hostile changes in
geographical nomenclature, which countries have waged against one another.
In one case, a country will change the name of part of its territory and call it by
the name of a coveted part of a neighboring country. The other case occurs
during a political dispute between two countries, when one of the two changes
the historical name of a part of its rival’s territory, claiming it as its own, and
thereby inflicting an effective blow against the hostile country. In both cases,
the country that inflicts the name change intends to carve up part of its
neighbor’s territory and to threaten its territorial integrity,

Matini writes that during the last seventy years, Iran has been subject to
several such experiments in political topography. Before discussing these
changes, he reviews events in world history that somehow have had a bearing
on them. He orders his discussion under three headings: “Azerbdijin,”
“Khilizestan, not ‘Arabistan,” and “The Persian, not the Arabian, Gulf.”

Azerbaijan
Matini writes that those familiar with the geography of Iran and its

neighbors know full well that Azerbaijan, a province located in northwest
Iran, Arminiyya, and Aran (i. ¢., Arran of the Arab geographers), though

¥ Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman,
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