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Folia Orientalia, (Revue des Etudes Orientales publiees par la Commision
Orientaliste - Centre de Cracovie de L’Academie Polonaise des Sciences).
Polska Akademia Nauk-oddzial w Krakowie, Komisja orientalistyczna, vol.
xx (1979), vol. xxi (1980), vol. xxii (1981-1984).

Andrzej Pisowicz, Origins of the New and Middle Persian Phonological
Systems, Uniwersytet Jagiellonski. Krakow 1985.
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movement toward systematic integration in the intra- and interaction of
members of an ethnically distinct population which finds itself as guests of
another country. This theory treats the core of the ethnic community to liein
institutions of socialization (the family, religion, education) and promoted
both by an interest by co-nationals in preserving their roots or cultural
heritage, and surviving in a partial alien environment of the host society and
culture.

A multi-dimensional research design, comprising both qualitative and
quantitative procedures, was carried out on Twin City Iranians. Extensive
participant observation studies were performed, extensive open ended
interviews were conducted, a questionnaire was designed comprising a series
of attitude scales, and a sample of some 108 respondents worked up of whom
an analytical survey of community-forming processes was made.

Beyond any question the research proved that the formation of a two-
centered ethnic community has been taking shape among Twin City Iranians:
the outlines of an Iranian-American community more or less obeying the
same general laws as other "hyphenated” ethnic communities of other types of
earlier foreign migrants to America is taking shape among those Iranians who
came to the area before the hostage crisis; and also a distinet and active
Iranian student colony has formed whose members are not inclined, at
present, to view themselves as Iranian-Americans and who have somewhat
ambivalent interactions with the older lranian Americans.

In this internal tension between the sub-forms of Iranian community
formation in the Twin Cities, the oil and hostage crises seem to have played a
major role.



The Iranians of the Twin Cities”

by
Farah Gilanshah

The Harvard Encyclopedia of Ethnic Groups in America lists the Iranian
Americans asamong the least studied ethnic groups in the annals of American
ethnicity. At the same time, it is especially deserving of research as one of the
more recent ethnic groups from the developing world and a group whose fate
has been shaken by two major crises of the 1970s: the oil crisis and the hostage
crisis when members of the American embassy were seized by students, at the
time of the late Shah was given temporary asylum for medical treatment in the
United States. Among other things the fate of the Iranian ethnic group
potentially illustrates what may happen when a guest people’s problems are
complicated by international incidents between their country of origin and
their host country.

The social behaviorist theory of ethnic community stretching from its
founder, Max Weber, to such contemporary representatives as Don
Martindale, was drawn upon for a body of explanations to account for the
potential formation of an Iranian-American community among Iranians,
who number between 1,000 and 1,500 of the Twin Cities. Minneapolis-St.
Paul. This theory treats community not as an entity, but a process. a

* The first recepient of Foundation for Iranian Studies’ annual award for the best Ph.D. disserta-
tion in the field of lranian Studies was Farah Gilanshah. She received the 1984 prize for her work
entitled The Iranians of the Twin Cities, submitted to the Department of Sociology at the
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. The follow g is an abstract ol the dissertation prepared
by the author.
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6. Some accounts do not mention Zahhak’s serpents or his sickness at all.

From the multiplicity of divergent traditions on what is a relatively minor
narrative detail Matini concludes that many versions of the Iranian national
epic circulated orally or in written form before the 10th century A.D.



Various Accounts of the Shoulder Snakes
of the Serpent King Zahhak"*

By
Jalal Matini

According to the Shahnamah, the serpent-shouldered tyrant Zahhak
succeeded Iran’s king Jamshid and ruled Iran for a millenium. His reign
ended when Faridun imprisoned him in Mt. Damavand. Zahhak’s Avestan
incarnation was Azhi Dahaka or “Dahaka the Dragon”, who had three heads,
three snouts, and six eyes and was the scrouge of mankind. Pahlavi sources
portray Zahhak as an Arab tyrant similarinalmost all respects to the Zahhak
of the Shahnamah.

Matini has cataloged accounts of Zahhdk that appear in Arabic and
Persian sources of the Islamic period. The numerous descriptions of the
tyrant’s shoulder snakes vary from source to source:

l. Some accounts speak of two hideous wounds or warts or cancerous
growths that appeared on Zahhak’s shoulders.

2. Others describe carbuncles or long, fleshy growths which sprouted
from Zahhak’s shoulders and which the tyrant called snakes to frighten
people.

3. Yet other sources describe two snakes growing out of Zahhak’s
shoulders.

4. To soothe his shoulder wounds, according to some sources, or to cure his
warts or cancer, according to others, or to feed snakes on his shoulders,
human brains were needed.

5. Some sources explain the serpents as Zahhak’s punishment either for the
tyrant’s lavish carnivorousness which offended the prevailing vegetarianism
or for his seven hundred years of misrule.

* Absiract translated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



Iran’s Great Men of Science

Ghiyas al-Din Jamshid Kashant:

Mathematician in search of 77 *

by
Ahmad Afshar

Today the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter has been
calculated to around seven hundred places beyond the decimal point. Ghiyas
al-Din Jamshid Kashani, an Iranian mathematician who lived in the 9th
Islamic century (15th century A.D.), was the first to calculate /T to sixteen
places. Kashani’s calculation remained unequaled for two centuries. In this
article, Afshar gives an account of Kashanis life and writings, especially his
essay Risalah-" Muhitivah, in which the mathematician presents his method
of calculating /T . The essay exists in an authograph housed in the Astan-i
Quds-i Razavi Library in Mashhad.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



Don't Sacrifice.... 17
Jamalzadeh’s chrestomathy of Hajji Baba Persian, Saravani’s detailed article
examines various attempts to preserve Iranianness over the last fourteen
centuries.



Don’t Sacrifice Wisdom
for a few simple Minds *

By
Suhrab Saravani

Writing and reading by candlelight while Iragi planes were bombarding
Iran, the author comments that he had obtained and read three years-worth
of Iran Nameh. Among the articles in those issues, “Thoughts on the Late Dr,
Qasim Ghani” by M. A. Jamalzadeh was particularly noteworthy. | see, writes
Saravani,that Jamalzadeh has invoked the same foreigners whom he quoted
in his book Khulgivat-i ma Iranian ("Our Character as Iranians”) twenty
years ago and whose thesis boils down to: “Iranians are in the grips of a
chronic and, to an extent, incurable corruption.” Saravani cannot see the
reason for Jamalzadeh’s uncharitable attitude.

In writing “Thoughts on the Late Dr. Qasim Ghant”, Jamalzadeh
overlooked certain critical points. Saravani explains that in relying on
foreigners to describe Iran, Jamalzadeh courted the obvious error of ignoring
the environment, geography, and other elements that make the region unique.

Saravani stresses the fact that what our country has experienced
throughout her history is unique: constant pressure from East and West for
thousands of years. Belore Islam, for a period of a thousand years we had a
powerful empire and our only competitor was Rome, however, after Islam,
with the political power of the region gone, the people were not prepared to
submit utterly to domination and, whatever the price, were determined to
maintain an Iranian identity. Instead of political power, writes Saravani,
Iranians exercised a cultural authority over people in neighboring lands. Thus
Persian became the second language of the Islamic empire. In answering

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman, Universiiy of Chicago Library.



The Abu Muslimnamah*

by
Muhammad Djafar Mahdjoub

This is the second part of an article, the first part of which was published in
the previous issue of fran Nameh.

Abu Muslim of Khurasan (executed 755) was the Iranian commander who
engineered the overthrow of the anti-Persian Umayyad caliphs and replaced
them with the Abbasids. He was unfairly put to death at the age of thirty-
seven by order of the second Abbasid caliph. Two centuries after his death,
Abu Muslim achieved heroic proportions; his life became the stuff of a
legendary and semi-historical work known as the A bu Muslimnamah . In his
article, Mahdjoub discusses the life and times of the author, Abu Tahir ibn
Husayn ibn *Ali ibn Misa Tars(si, and fixes the date of the composition of his
work. His analysis the Abu Muslimnamah shows that, while the work
generally follows the career of the historical Abu Muslim, Tarstist has
seasoned his account with biographical elements that are common to most
epics. Among them:

1. Abii Muslim is born under the most difficult and hostile circumstances.

2. Before his birth, soothsayers predict that Abu Muslim will eventually
overthrow the hated rulers of his time.

3. Like many a precocious champion, young Abu Muslim kills a lion.

4. In the tradition of heroic equipage common to many other epics, Abu
Muslim’s horse and weapons, an ax and a knife, are somehow miraculous.

In his analysis, Mahdjoub compares Abli Muslim to heroic figures in epics
written in Persian and Arabic.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



On the Critical Edition of the Shahnamah*

by
Dijalal Khaleghi Motlagh

Khaleghi Motlagh has written a long article on the methodology of his
torthcoming edition of the Shahnamah, the first volume of which is in press.
The article, which will appear in three successive issues of Jran Nmaeh,
identifies ways of editing classical texts such as the Shahnamah: 1. The
traditional -appeal-to-personal taste method; 2. the scholarly-no-critical-
input method: and 3. the scholarly-critical method. In his article, Khaleghi
Motlagh explains why he chose to employ the third method in his edition and
proposes it as a model for future textual criticism of Persian texts.

¥ Abstarct transtared by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



Naw Ruz in Tashkent*

By
Mehdi Mar‘ashi

In this article. the author, who is professor of linguistics at the Center for
Middle East Studies, University of Utah, reports on his stay at the institute of
Oriental Studies of the Lenin State University in Tashkent. As a visiting
professor at the Institute, Mar‘ashi counted some 104 serious students of
Farsi from the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic, the Tatar Autonomous
Soviet Socialist Republic. the Kirghiz Soviet Socialist Republic, Poland, East
Germany, Cuba and North Korea. In addition to its Iranian section, the
Institute has an Afghan section in which Dari is taught.

Mar-ashi also reports on Naw Riz ceremonies marking the beginning of
the year 1364 (March, 1985) in Tashkent. He found it particularly gratifying
to find this millenia-old rite practiced in today’s Turkmen Soviet Socialist
Republic.

* Abstract transtated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.
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DISSERTATION
PRIZE

The Foundation for Iranian Studies announces a prize of
$1000 for the best Ph.D. dissertation in the field of Iranian
Studies. All students completing their dissertations between
July 1, 1985 and July 1, 1986 are eligible to apply for the 1986
prize.

Dissertations must be nominated by the author’s advisor with
a letter of acceptance for the degree accompanying the
dissertation.

Applicants for the 1986 award should submit two copies of
the dissertation to: Secretary; Foundation for Iranian
Studies; 4801 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.: Washington,
D.C. 20016. The deadline is August 1, 1986.
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