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Khaleghi Motlagh, Djalal: "Barmaya”, Encyclopaedia Iranica, under
publication.
Wolff, Fritz, Glossar zu Firdosis Schahname, Berlin, 1935.
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&) Iran Nameh, Vol. IV

a. The birth of the milch cow “"Barmayah” was foretold by soothsayers.

b. In order to escape the murderous Zahhak, ten generations of Faridun's
ancestors employed several nom de guerre all terminating in the word gaw
("cow™).

c. Faridun personally designed and had a bull-headed mace made for
himsell.

d. The Tarikh-i Tabaristan by Ibn Isfandiyar makes reference to Faridun’s
bull riding.

The author's proposal regarding the word “barmayah.”

After studying the instances of the term in fifteen manuscripts of the
Shahnamah and checking the entries in various dictionaries, Matini has
concluded that Barmayah is in fact Purmayah (“fertile”, "fecund”) and thus

should have been rendered as an adjective modifying the noun gaw.



Faridun’s Early Years
According to Different Sources*

by
Jalal Matini

In this article, Matini compares various accounts of the early life of
Faridin, one of the legendary kings of Iran. His findings can be summarized
as follows:

a. According to the Shahnamah and similar works, Faridun was nursed by
the beguiling and rare milch cow Barmayah wls s (known in other works as
"Barmayun”). Again according to the Shahnamah, before assuming the
throne, Faridun was educated by angels who, among other things, taught him
to break a spell cast by the tyrant Zahhak.

b. Completely contradicting the Shahnamah account, the Kiishnamah says
that Faridin was born somewhere in the forests of Amul and that he was
nursed by two women for a period of three years. Later supporters of his cause
kept him hidden from Zahhak in a stronghold on Mt. Damavand. He was
educated, according to the Kishnamah, by a wise counselor known as
"Barmayan/Barmayun” ;play .

c. Nearly all of the classical texts that deal with Faridun’s reign, such as
Tarikh-i Tabari, Tarikh-i Bal'amietc., are conspicuously silent about his
childhood.

In examining the role played by cows in the life of Faridun and his
ancestors, Matini has found:

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



Covering the Ka‘bah*

by
Asad Nezami Talesh

In this article, Nezami explores the nature of the curtain draped around the
Ka‘bah, the stone. cube-shaped structure that is an object of veneration for
Muslims. Nezami has summarized the history of the covering of Ka‘bah
during the Pre-Islamic, early Islamic, Umayyad, ‘Abbasid, Egyptian
Mamluks, Ottoman, and Al-i Sa‘ud periods. Though some texts date the
terminus a quo of the covering back to 1900 B.C., historians generally agree
that the first Ka'bah cover goes back only two centuries before Islam. In the
ninth and tenth year of the Muslim era, the Prophet of Islam had the Ka‘*bah
covered with cloth from Yemen, because the original draping had been singed
by a spark from an incensory. With the expansion of the Islamic empire
during the caliphate of ‘Umar (634-644) and the ensuing increase in the
number of pilgrims to Mecca, the covering began to show the ill-effects of
fervent kissing and forehead rubbing. Certain changes were therefore
implemented to preserve the covering. One of the changes was the use of two
coverings; i. €., on the eighth day of the pilgrimage month a half-covering
made of silk was draped over the upper part of the stone cube insucha way as
to remain out of the reach of pilgrims. On the tenth day, the lower portion of
the covering was added and on the twenty seventh day of the fasting month,
the usual covering was draped over the silk.

Nezami also discusses the various battles and conflicts that have centered
around the Ka'bah during the past fourteen centuries. The political
significance of the color of the covering and the ceremonies surroundingitare
also noted.

* Absiract transiated by Paul Sprachman University of Chicago Library.



Majlisi’s Mush u Gurbah

(the Battle of Cat and Mouse)*

by
Mujtaba Minuvi

Mush u Gurbah ("Mouse and Cat”) of Mulla Muhammad Bagir Majlisi(d.
1700) is a late Safavid reincarnation of an old fable which dramatizes the
views of those who divide the world into predators and prey. During the
Safavid period when Shiism became state religion in Iran and sectarian
prejudice peaked, the car fanatic countenanced a variety of brutal measures
for those who would not toe the doctrinal line, not even shying away from
assassination or mass-murder to achieve his goals. The principal enemy of the
pious cat was the mouse ascetic. Like the cleric cats, the Sufi mice practiced
Islam; however they were more concerned with their own inner purity than
they were with worldly power and politics. The cat fanatics served the state
and made their way in the world by mongering religious endowments and
allowances and by attacking mice. Minuvi writes that as a result of the strife
between the two groups. true faith and morality disappeared in the general
population of Iran. Stfism was replaced by the practice of religion, and some
scholars point to its demise as a factor in the decline of the nation. Minuvi
ends his article with a broad definition of “believer” and asks whether those
who read the Quran and call themselves believers can distinguish between
true faith and the trappings of piety. Addressing the cat fanatics of Iran, he
asks them not to prey on the ascetics, to reject their animality, so that. instead
of reenacting savage games. they could sit down with their prey and talk as
human beings.

* Abstract transtaied by Paul Sprachman. Universiiy of Chicago Library,
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The author sees this act of misnaming as part of a trend among American
and European orientalists and Islamists that has appeared in the last two
decades. It appears that they feel it necessary to replace “Iran” with “Islam” or
“Islamic,” which is analogous to the recent trend among western politicians
and diplomats to rename the Persian Gulf “the Arabian Gulf ”

JM.



Why Islamic!*

In the lead article of this issue of fran Nameh, Jalal Matini protests the
general title (“Trésors de I'lslam”) of an exhibit of objets d’art mounted at the
Muscée d’art et d’histoire in Geneva. On display at the exhibit, which runs
from 25 June to 25 October, 1985, are more than 350 works (excluding coins)
gathered from various Islamic countries. More than two hundred of these
works are from Iran and more than one hundred of the other works have been
created by artists living in other countries but influenced in various ways by
Iranian culture and civilization. Despite the fact that nearly eighty percent of
the art work on display at the exhibit is Iranian either in origin or by influence,
"vou have chosen,” writes Matini to the Museum’s director, Claude Lapaire,
"o call it the Treasures of Islam® and thus have introduced the works as
‘Islamic,”

Matini adds that a number of the works in the exhibit are not only at
variance with Islamic teachings, but contain themes that directly contradict
those teachings. For example, one of the miniatures from Firdowsi’s
Shahnamah on display depicts feasting, wine-drinking, and the minstrel
Barbad at the court of the Sasanian king Khusraw Parviz. Also presentarea
number of other minstrels with their musical instruments, and cherubic cup-
bearers who fill the king’s cups with wine. The Shahnamah, moreover. is the
Iranian national epic and certainly does not fit comfortably into the category
of "Islamic art.”

= Abstract transiated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.
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