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“Sparks of excitement leaped out of her” (1); “the act of love-making...
would be surrounded by a mysterious glow, full of sparks” (30); “there was an

invisible charge between them” (32); “Minou could feel the charge between
Javad and herself” (72); and “the current between Pari and Javad” (136).
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“It was Norooz, a holiday to celebrate the new year, the beginning of
spring.” (161) and “... Minou was sitting in her apartment, reading the Tehran

Tribune, a Persian language biweekly paper published in the United States,
oriented toward Iranians.” (216)
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Women in lran from the Constitutional Revolution to the Vicarate of the Jurist &

enforcing the edict: as a result one did not see veiled women on the streets of
Tehran. The University of Tehran became coeducational. the workplace
infiltrated by women. and several articles favorable to the cause of women's
rights entered the country’s civil code.

In 1939, the Anglo-Russian occupation of Iran and Riza Shah Pahlavi's
forced abdiction brought a period of unrest to Iran. During the upheavals,
conservative elements embarked upon a violent campaign against the
government’s unveiling policy. Women did not dare show their faces in
public. The situation continued into the first part of the reign of Muhammad
Riza Shah Pahlavi, even though gradually a progressive number of women
appeared unveiled in public, mainly throughout their own volitions. In
general, it may be said, between 1941 and 1978 governments left the choice of
veil to women themselves. In the vears between 1941 and 1962. in spite of
clerical opposition. there were appreciable increases in the numbers of girls
attending high schools and universities. women working in gainful
employment, and women participating in various feminist causes and
organizations.

In 1962, clerical pressure forced the government to take back a bill in which
the right to vote in provincial elections had been stipulated for women. In
1963. the Shah submitted to a popular referendum the essentials of his “*White
Revolution™ of which the women’s right to vote and be elected in all elections
was a main pillar. Among all religious leaders. Khomeini proved most
uncompromising on this point. During the period 1963 - 1978. women
became delegates to the National Assembly. served in the Literacy and Health
Corps. and began to enter professions that had traditionally been closed to
them. They also began to enjoy a measure of autonomy in their familv lives.
Conservative elements saw these changes as the slavish aping of the United
States and Europe and the window dressing of a regime trving to curry favor
with the West.

Toward the end of the reign of Muhammad Rizda Shah Pahlavi. with
opposition to the government mounting. women expressed their
dissatisfaction with the regime and their solidarity with Khomeini by
reveiling. first with a wimple-like head cover and then with a full- -lenght black.
body veil.

After the founding of the Islamic Republic. women were the first to realize
that the government intended to annul their legal equality with men. Some
demonstrated against the new measures. but it was too late. The veil had
become an essential element in Islamic Republic social and cultural policy.
Squads of security police patrol the neighborhoods and arrest women who
appear in public unveiled. During the first six years of the Islamic revolution.
an unprecedented number of women have been executed for a variety of
offenses previously not considered capital crimes.



Women in Iran
from the Constitutional Revolution
to the Vicarate of the Jurist*

In this article the author points out that the unveiling of Iranian women was
not merely the instantaneous result of an edict issued by Riza Shah Pahlavi.
He explores the cultural precedents of the women's movement in Iran.
drawing on literary and historical evidence.

The struggle for women’s rights, the movement to form girl's schools. to
remove the veil. and to balance the rights of men and women in limited areas,
began at a time when Iran’s new constitutionality was still on shaky ground.
The women’s ordeal was a great deal more difficult than the constitutional
struggle, for many of the constitutionalists and those who desired freedom
from monarchical absolutism. swayed by the teaching of Islam in Iran. were
opposed to any form of freedom for women. This was especially true of the
clergy who used the term ‘fahshd™ meaning both abomination and
prostitution. to characterize the elimination of the veil and the creation of
schools for girls.

The movement’s initiatives in print _go back to at least 1910 when the oldest
women’s journal was published. Many poets of the period such as Iraj Mirza,
Arif. the laureate Bahar. and Lahiiti decried the veil and the inferior position
of Moslem women in their works. Two unveiled women even dared to appear
in public in Tehran and Tabriz in European dress.

Half a century ago, Riza Shih Pahlavi attended at an official ceremony
with his unveiled empress and two daughters. He announced the lifting of the
veil and called on Iranian women to serve their country along side the men.
Most of the population, following the teaching of the clergy. saw this official
unveiling as a-grossly sinful act. The government reacted by ruthlesslv

* Ahsiracr wranstared by Paul Sparchman. {nmversing of Chicago.



Kush verses Kush-i Pilgush 25

Chinese armv and practicing all manner of tyranny. At one point. Firidun. the
king of Iran. imprisons him inside of Mt. Damavand beside Zahhak. but later
he has a change of heart and releases him. Restored to his generalship, Kush-i
Pilgush rebels once more...
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The house of Jamshid suffered about 600 vears of perpetual flight. keeping
one step ahead of Kush. Toward the end of Ninak's long life, his grandson
Abtin was born. Abtin’s father. Mihard, died before the boy was born, just
before he died Ninak named Abtin his successor.

Having failed to find Jamshid’s survivors, Kish led his army to the land of
the Pil Gdsh. There he killed a number of the inhabitants and took a number
of them captive. Among the captives wasa beautiful girl whom K tish married
and who bore him a son. The infant had ears like an elephant’s tusks like an
elephant’s (or a boar’s), a ruddy face and red hair, and a black mole between
his shoulders. Kush killed his wife and abandoned his freakish son in a forest
far from public view. Abtin, now a man, happened to be hunting in the same
forest and came upon the crying child. He was convinced that the baby was
none other than the son of the Devil Ahriman. Abtin ordered him to be
thrown to the hunting dogs, but the dogs fled from the child; lions refused to
eat him; and fire did not singe him. Finally, Abtin ordered the creature
beheaded, but his wife interceded on the baby’s behalf and persuaded her
husband to allow her to raise him. The child, who in the poem goes by various
names: “Kush.,” “Pilglish,” “Pildandan,” and “Div ~chihrah,” reached
manhood in Abtin’s house and became a marvel of power and strenght. At the
age of fifteen, no man in Abtin’s army could match him.

When Kush-i Pilgish reached the age of thirty-five, war broke out between
Kush and E\bﬁ'n. Despite their numerical superority, Kush’s troops do not
overcome Abtin’s army and its principal champion Kush-i Pilgdsh. In one
encounter, Kush-i Pilgdsh kills KGsh’s son Nivasb, the commander of the
Chinese army. Kush himself then takes the field and offers Abtin amnesty in
return for the killer of his son. Kush-i Pilgiish responds by killing 1000
Chinese.

The next day Kush, having indentified the hero of the opposing forces,
challenges him. Their first encounter ends indecisively. That night, Kush
remembering tales of those who had witnessed his opponents’s prowess in
battle and recalling his own experience during the day’s fighting, realizes that
his opponent must be the son that he had abondoned in the forest some forty
years before. Kiish reasons that his battle with his own son is God’s way of
punishing him for his actions. After consulting with his advisers, Kush
decides to send one of his counselors, who knew Iranian language, dressed in
his own armor and riding his own horse (so that the enemy would take him for
Kush) to find the telltale mole on his son’s back and determine whether or not
he is indeed his son. Upon learning of his tru parentage, Kush-i Pilgush is
persuaded by his father’s counselor to join the Chinese forces. He proves his
loyalty to the Chinese army by killing one of Abtin’s sons, whom he
considered his brother, and tossing his head before them.

Thus ends the battle between father and son in the Kiashnamah, Kush-i
Pilgiish, after the death of his father, spends the next centuries leading the



Kush versus Kush-i Pilgush:

Battle between father and son*

by
Jalal Matini

The 12th century Persian epic Kizshndgmah by Hakim Iranshah ibn Abi al-
Khayr tells the ancient tale of the encounter between the military governor of
China Kush and his son Kish-i Pilgdsh. The story begins with the first man
Jamshid. king of Iran, toward the end of his reign, fortune which had always
shined on Jamshid now turned its back on him. The tyrant-sorcerer Zahhak
now occupied his throne. As his wife was the daughter of Mahang. the
emperor of China, Jamshid sent her, their two sons, and their relatives into
exile to Arghun, which was located in one of China’s dense forests. Around
the same time, Jamshid confided to his soldier that one of his son. prince
Niinak’s children would one day avenge him against Zahhak the sorcerer
king. It was their duty, he said, to serve that prince. Jamshid then went to
India to do battle with Mihraj and was captured. He languished in Zahhak’s
prison for fifty years, till the tyrant had him sawn in half. Upon receiving the
news of Jamshid’s death. Mahang sent a message to his exiled family. telling
them that they must not leave the forest and that he would supply their needs.
Mahang himself went into battle with Mihraj and, despite several victories. he
was unable to withstand the superior forces that Zahhak had supplied Mihraj
and was killed.

In the meantime Zahhak appointed his brother Kush ruler of China.
Zahhak ordered him to have the surviving members of Jamshid’s family,
including the children. cut in two. for he feared that Jamshid’s dying vow that
a prince of his house would avenge him would come true. Kish conquered all
of China, scouring the countryside for traces of Jamshid's family. but he
failed to find them.

* Absiract translared by Paul Sparchman. University of Chicago Library,



Sayyid Muhammad Baga’s
Contribution to the Shahnamah*

by
Ahmad Suhayli Khvansari

After referring to the condition of booksellers active in Iran at the outset of
the Constitutional Revolution, the author turns to the famous bookseller
Mirza Mahmiild Khvansari, who was also known as a good judge of
manuscripts. Khvansari was the publisher of the famous lithograph of the
Shahnamah, the so-called Amir Bahadur edition. After the work was
published, Khvansari noticed that page 34 of the work was blank. At first he
though of filling the page with a picture that illustrated the contents of page
35; however, he determined that stretch of text to be unsuitable for
illustration. He then commissioned the poet Sayyid Muhammad Baga to
compose 91 lines to fill the blank page. The poet compiled. Today page 34 of
the Amir Bahadur edition of the Shahnamah contains these 91 appended
lines, and the publisher seems to be unaware of them.

*The abstract translated by Paul Sparchman, University of Chicago Library.



Identifyving Spurious verses in the Shahnamah 21

Tha‘alibi does not mention the verses means that they were not to be
found in the Abd Mansari Shahndmah. The anonymous 12th century
compendium Mojmal al-Tavarikh va al-Qisas alludes briefly to this
account, however, in its version, Kay Gubad resides in Hamadan.

e. There is very little textual variation among the mss. that contain
these verses. In three mss. dated 675/1276, 733/1333. and 741/ 1340,
forty out of eighty-nine lines are exactly the same. The other lines vary
only slightly. On the other hand, the rate of variation in any other
eighty-nine line sampling is five times as high. This proves that the
inserted verses predate their manuscript hosts by at least a century.

The eight sections indentified by the author in this article comprise 340
lines of the spurious 899 lines from the first part of the Mohl and Birukhim
editions (i.e., to the end of the reign of Kay Qubad), Khaleghi Motlagh
speculates on the reasons for these accretions. He judges the report that,
during the sixteen years between 384/994 and 400/1010, Firdawsi revised
parts of his poem and that scribes later erred in fair copying his emendations
to be of marginal importance. As he indicated at the outset, the presence of
the spurious verses is due to a literary tradition which resulted in collection of
all epic narratives in one volume. For example, there is a manuscript of the
Shahnamah, which he calls Shahnamah Kalan (Macro-Shahndmah) dated
thirteenth century, A.H., in which in addition to the Shahnamah, other epic
tales such as Garshaspnamah, Samnamah, Faramarznamah, Burzunamah,
etc. are all gathered in one manuscript.

Khaleghi Motlagh ends with a call to use a half century of experience in
editing manuscripts to free classical Persian literature of the unauthorized
work of scribes and copyists.
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Firdawsi and the authors of the Abi Mansiri Shahnamah would
never have included such lines.

¢. In the llth history of Abu Mansir Husayn Ibn Muhammad
Marghani al-Tha‘alibi, Ghurar al-Sivar. the story of Manuchihr
which parallels the Shahndmah account does not mention the matter
of Moses, There was no reason for al-Tha‘alibi, an historian. not to
include the matter, if his sources had contained it.

In Julius Mohl’s edition of the Shakhnamah (Paris, 1838-1878) which is
based on a manuscript in the Bodleian Library, “Moses” is corrected
to mawbad (Zoroastrian “priest™); he presumed the original to have
been mawbad and that Muslim readers had converted it to “Moses,”
In the manuscripts that form the basis of Khaleghi Motlagh’s work,
mawbad is not present.

7. In many manuscripts of the Shahnamah, Zuitahmasp is succeeded by his

son Garshasp. This episode is also an accretion because:
a. It does not appear in the three oldest manuscipts of the work.
b. Later events indicate that the Iranian throne was vacant at the time
of Zutahmasp’s demise. After learning of the Iranian King’s death,
Pashang, the king of Turan, sends his son Afrasiyab to conquer the
Iranians. When they appeal to Zal for help, he tells them that they are
bound to lose because they lack a king. .
c. There is no mention of a king Garshasp in chronicles written in the
Islamic era. Tabari calls him Zutahmasp’s vizier.

8. Realizing the need to have a king on the Iranian throne, Zal proposes to
find a figure of suitable stock, a scion of the Kayanids, who could succeed
Zutahmasp. Rustam is sent to the Alburz mountains to retrieve Kay Qubad, a
member of the house of Firidun who fits the bill. Firdawsi does not describe
Rustam’s journey to the Alburz, but a relatively skilled poet has inserted an
eighty-nine line account of his trip. These lines are spurious because:

a. They do not appear in five or six of the old mss. of the poem nordo
they appear in Bundari’s translation.

b. The way in which the verses are written in the British Library ms,
dated 675/ 1276 shows that the ms, or the ms, on which it is based did
not originally contain the verses. In the Bodleian ms, dated 852/ 1448,
the heading “The Reign of Kay Qubad which lasted 120 years” both
precedes and closes this section, an indication that the scribe forgotto
eliminate the first heading that was made superfluous by his insertion.
¢. Through the verses are stylistically similar to Firdawsi’s, they still
show occasional signs of uncharacteristic weakness and verbosity.
d. Neither the Ghurar al-Sivarnor the 11th century Zayn al- Akhbar of
Abu Sa‘id Abd al-Hayy Gardizi contain the verses . The fact that al-



Identifying Spurious Verses in the
Shahnamah*

by
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

(part 2)

Taking up where he left off in the first part of this article. the author
identifies verses that found their way into the early part of the Iranian
national epic.

6. As the death of seventh of the mythical, Pishdadi kings of Iran
Manuchihr approaches, he offers his son Nowzar some advice. Almost all of
the manuscripts of the Shdhndmah as well as the 13th century Arabic
translation of the epic by Fath ibn Ali ibn Mohammad al-Bundari contain
three lines that begin “Moses will become a prophet. follow his teaching.” The
lines are spurious because:

a. They evince all the obvious earmarks of being appended to the
original text.

b. The Khudaynamah, a Pahlavi source of the Shahnamah, could
never have countenanced prejudice in favor of the religion of Moses,
nor could this have been the work of its translators, namely. the
authors of the prose Abu Mansuri Shahnamah most of whom were
Zoroastrians. Although, during the Islamic period, it had become
customary among some historians to compare the time and characters
of Old Testament prophets with those of the mythical kings of Iran,
this was not the practice in works of the Sassanian period. For religous
and natinalistic reasons and to keep faith with their sources, both

* Ahsrract iransiated by Paul Sparchman, University of Chicago Library



On the Meaning of Tanidan*

by: M. Sanai

The word Tanidan, (<+-=)is taken by most old Iranian dictionaries to mean
weaving. It is argued here that its real meaning is Szitching as is done by the
spider. Its secondary meaning is spinning and this is the sense used by
Farrukhi the famous contemporary of Firdawsi, in his poem:

Ol dsjens slado Uy Ol 5 o5, 4l Oly LS L

The word Tanidan is from the same Indo-European root as latin rendere
which has entered French language as rendre and English as 7o rend. Another
word form the same root in Persian is Tang (X5 ) meaning tightly stretched
(and not the opposite of wide) as witnessed in this line from shahnamah:

= .G [ . 1 T .
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Some years ago the author proposed., in his Persian textbook of psychology.
that ranesh _~5 should be used as equivalent of English and French rension.
Here he further suggests tanidan — to tend, tanideh — tense, vatanidan —to
distend and varanidagui or varanesh — detente.

* Abstract translated by author.



The Absence of Median and Achaemenian kings in lran’s traditional History 17
religious and conaonical character prevented explicit admission of other
material into it. and eventually, as the people in the south and west of Iran
embraced “the good religion” and began to identify with its historical
tradition. their own histories and legends. now. mostly branded as “‘pagan™.
tended to fall into disuse and oblision, and were finally forgotten. The fading
of local histories in the face of the Zoroastrian domination was helped by the
fact that at the time of the spread of Zoroastrianism these people did not
possess written histories to preserve their memories of the past, only oral
traditions which could not resist, in the long run. the onset of the Zoroastrian
sacred history.

Thus it came to pass that memories of the powerful Median and
Achaemenian kings gradually lost ground and eventually disappeared from
Iranian memory. ceding place to local histories of the north-eastern Iranians.
now rendered “national”, and having a Zoroastrian aura. The long reign of
the Parthians. extending for about half a millennium, completed the process.
When the Sassanians rose to power they had no memorv of the
Achaemenians. If they knew Dara. that was only as a Kayanian king who
succumbed to his “half brother™, Alexander.
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written to entertain. but also to edify. It mirrored the ideals and balues of
Persian society and dramatized them in the lives and example of Iranian kings
and heroes. Nationalistic in outlook and rhetorical in presentation, it sought
not a detached treatment of facts, but to validate and confirm the principles,
values. and customs of Persian society.

Devoted as the traditonal history is to the lives of Iranian kings, it knows
amazingly nothing of the Median and Persian kings, the empires they built, or
the lands they conquered: nor does it know much about the Selucids or the
Parthians; only the Sasanians are fairly well known to the national history;
but even here the eventsare placed in a frame dictated by the overall character
of the traditional history: it is mixed with stories, fables, legends and myths,
and ignores by and large precisions on dates, places, numbers, and logistics.

The question which naturally arises is how it has happened that Iranian
national history has so completely forgotten its most glorious period and
relegated to oblivion the names and deeds of Cysurs, Darius, Xerxes, and
their like? While it is not unnatural for a nation to exaggerate or even to invent
the existence of national heroes, it is not natural to lose sight of outstanding
conquerors of the caliber of Cyrus and Darius, whom some neighboring
nations have so well remembered. The article seeks an answer to the question.

The key to the puzzle of this historical amnesia must be sought in the spread
and impact of the Zoroastrian religion. We must recall that the core of what
we have called “national” history had in fact been a “local” history,
originating not in the west, northwest, center or south of Iran, where the
Medians or Achaemenians were located, but in the east and northeast. This
can be gathered from much internal evidence. At some period in pre-historic
times a certain Iranian trible, among whom presumbly at a later date
Zoroaster arose, were ruled by the house of the Kayanians. We may call them,
for lack of a better designation, the “Avestan people™. The period was a heroic
age and the tribe’s warriors were engaged in martial exploits against a
neighboring Iranian tribe, the Turanians, which presented a formidable
challenge. The Kayanian minstrels had developed a repertory of songs of
adventures and praise which formed the nucleus of the legends of the
Kayanian kings, and which was passed on from generaton to generation.
When the tribes over which the Kayanians had ruled were converted to the
Zoroastrian religion, this religion admited the corpus of Kayanian legends
and myths, including those of the cultural heroes (the Pishdadis), into the
Zoroastrian tradition. In other words, much of the tribal lore of this east
Iranian people was sanctified and perpetuated as part of the complex of
Zoroastrain religious tradition.

As the Zoroastrian missionaries began to convert Iranians outside their
Kayanian homeland the legends of the Kayanians and their feuds with the
Yuranians, together with the legends of the Zoroastrian holy wars, spread
with the faith and came to be regarded practically as sacred history. Its
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Standard histories of Iran, based on modern scholarship, normally begin
with the pre-historical cultures of Iran, the Elamite and other Asianic
kingdoms, and the occupation of the plateau by the Aryans. Then follows the
history of the Median and Achaemenian empires, the conquest of Alexander,
the rule of the Selucid, Parthian, and finally, the Sasanian dvnasties. before
the Islamic history of Iran is introuduced.

Iranian traditional history, on the other hand, has an entirely different
format. It begins with a series of world-kings, the Pishdadis, headed by
Gayomarth, or more properly Hushang, which continues until the onslaught
of the Turanian Afrasiyab. Then follows the account of the Kayanians and
the ecploits of their great warriors. ending with Kay Khosrow, the destroyer
of Afrasiyab. A third dynasty, which begins with Lohrasb and ends with
Dara(b), is attached to the end of the Kavanian dynasty; its history is less
cohesive than that of the Kayanians proper and shows signs of having resulted
from patchwork. The Arsacids are then mentioned in a brief, negligible
summary, after which the history of the Sasanians is given in greater and more
reliable detail. The traditional history, as seen in the Shah-nama and a
number of Arabo-Persian works, is based on Khwaday-namas, semi-official
histories compiled under the later Sasanians, based in their turn on a long oral
tradition.

Modern scholarship does not consider the history of the Pishdadis or
Kayanis as factual, but has relegated it to the realm of myths and legends.
Factual or not, the purpose, premises and direction of the traditional history
were different from what is expected of the discipline today. History was

* Ahstracr by the author.
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