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his sources would allow. In the other tradition, which apparently reached the
author of the Kiashnamah, the heroes of Mazandaran were human natives of
black Africa.



T'he Dhivs of Mazandaran I3

superheroes. Only in the White Div portion of this episode does Firdawsi go
into detail on div physiognomy: the White Div has black skin, white hairand
is quite tall--one would think that its head reached the sky--“with chest,
shoulders, and neck of ten ropelengths.” These traits suggest a ghoulish
monster. Firdawsi, also in this episode, alludes to feats of magic performed by
both the White Div and the king of Mazandaran. Such feats of magic,
however, are not restricted to divs in the Shahnamah : Rustam in one of his
seven labors encounters a witch, and the age-old enemies of the Iranians, the
Turanians, appeal to one Bazur to conjur up a snow storm that enables them
to attack their foes.

Though divs generally share the characteristics of the ghouls of folktales
and legend, Firdawsi in the Rustam-Akvan Div episode has this to say about
. them:

Know the div to be an evil man.

One without gratitude to God.

He who strays from the path of humanity.
Count him a div, not a human being.

From what Firdawsi says about divs, Matini infers that he did not believe
them to be the magical monsters of popular legend. Though the sources of the
Shahnamah contain many references to these creatures, he resisted the notion
that divs were equipped with preternatural powers. He was therefore forced
to present them in a more justifiable light.

Matini compares the treatment of divs in the story of Kay Kavus and
Rustam with the divs of Mazandaran in the Shahnamah to what the
Kushnamah, an epic written a century after Firdawsi’s work by Hakim
Iranshah b. Abi al- -Khayr, has to say about them. As noted in Matini’s
previous [ran Nameh article, “Mazandaran in the Kay Kavus-Rustam battle
with the divs.” the Kiishnamah belongs to the family of poems in the Iranian
epic cycle. It is devoted to the adventures of Kish-i Pil Dandan. Accordingto
the Kushnamah, it is not a div that deceives Kay Kavis, but Kash himself who
causes the Iranian king to lose his way. In this version, Mazandaran is located
in Saharan Africa (the land of Bijah and Nubia). After centuries of fealty to
Kush, the black-skinned natives of Mazandardn revolt. Their king, a man
named Sanjah, appoints several of his champions to lead his army and they
defeat Kush. The names of these black champions correspond for the most
part to the names of the Shahnamah divs. One of Sanja’s champions, who was
of unparalleled strength and quite tall, had white skin. In Nubian, he was
known as the White Div.

On the basis of his comparative analysis, Matini believes that it is likely that
there were at least two traditions surrounding the divs of Mazandaran. In one
tradition, the strongmen of Mazandaran were known as divs. Firdawsi. who
had little faith in the literal tradition, humanized these creatures as much as



The Divs of Mazandaran
Revisited”

Jalal Matini

In this article Matini, using information supplied by the yet unedited
Kushnamah, continues his analysis of the early episodes in the Iranian
national epic Shahnamah. His findings once again suggest that the
Shahnamah, in this particular tale is based on one of the two versions existing
at the time.

There are only a few episodes in the Shahnamah in which Firdawsirefers to
divs. They appear as either mythical beings of great strength or as beings that
use magic to do astounding things. In order of occurrence, these episodes are:
Sam’s battle with the divs of Mazandaran during the reign of Manuchihr; the
clashes of Kay Kavis and Rustam with the divs of Mazandaran; and
Rustam’s struggle with the div Akvan during the reign of Kay Khusraw.
Firdawsi, of course, also uses the word div in a more general sense to
designate /blis (“Satan™) and Ahriman (Zoroastrian Satan) or a very
powerful individual or an evil person. These general meanings lie outside the
scope of this article.

In the three specific episodes, Firdawsi rarely describes the physical nature
or the behavior or the habits of the divs. Even in the Rustam-Kay Kavus
episode, which takes up 954 lines of the Shahnamah, data on the divs is
meager. Firdawsi uses the term div many times and even supplies the
creatures with names, e.g., “Arzhang” and “Sanjah,” etc. He also reveals that
div power is insignificant compared to the strength of the Shahnamah

* Abstract mansiated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



On the Story of Rakhsh 11

aquatic origin for the hero’s horse. It seems therefore, that the Armenian, and
the Iranian folk data point to a possible Urform of the tale according to which
the hero’s horse was either sired by a sea-horse or was itself a sea-horse. This is
not surprising in view of the fact that Rustam’s whole family seem to be
intimately associated with water, demonstrating an aquatic element in their
names.

This short study further demonstrates the usefulness of the extra-Iranian as

well as the folkloristic data for clarifying occasional textual ambiguities
found in the text of the epic.



On the Story of Rakhsh*

by
M. Omidsalar

This essay deals with the story of Rustam’s choosing of his horse Rakhsh.
The Shahndmah account of this tale is as follows: When Rustam decides to
choose a mount for himself, all of his father’s herds of horses are presented to
him. However, no horse can withstand the hero’s weight. Until one day,
traveling incognito, he notices a great mare followed by a gigantic colt in one
of the herds. He wants to purchase that colt, but the herdsman tells him that
the colt is not for sale. The hero asks whom the colt belongs to. The herdsman
answers, “We do not know who the owner of this colt is. We only call it
Rustam’s Rakhsh.” Rustam is pleased and goes on to take possession of the
horse.

The Shahnamah provides no information as to how the herdsman knew
that the colt belongs to Rustam, or how the colt came to be called Rakhsh.
This information is provided in an Armenian version of the tale. Accordingto
this tale the herdsman informs Rustam that the colt was sired by a horse
which came out of the sea (Motif B71; Sea-horse). After having fathered the
colt, the sea-horse tells the herdsman, “A colt will be born. Give it to no one
but Rustam, son of Zal.”

In a Persian folktale about Rustam’s choosing of his horse, it is said that
after the hero’s efforts to procure a mount for himself fail, his father, Zal,
summons the aid of STmurgh who informs the two that Rustam’s horse will be
found by the sea.

Other variants of the tale speak of a sea-mare which came out of the water,
and gave birth to Rakhsh.

Both the Armenian, and the Persian folk versions of the tale establish an

* Absiract by the author.



Nuzhat-Nameh-yi *Ala’i...

of the Earth into 360 Degrees and that, by observance of the movement of
shadows, they have measured the size of each Degree to be equal to 56.2/3
miles. Consequently, the circumference of the Earth is calculated as 24.000
miles, the total surface of the Earth as 132,600,000 square miles, and the land
surface which is a quarter of the total surface of the Earth as 33,150,000
square miles. The correct figure for the circumference of the Earth is 25,160
miles, and Shahmardan’s figure, when computed to modern measurements,
equals 25,000 English miles.

In addition to its scientific value, Nuzhat-Namah is also of interest from a
literary point of view. Its style is very close to that of most Persian prose works
written during the first four centuries after the Arab invasion, but in it we can
see traces of a more stylized and developed prose, characteristic of later
works. The Introduction is longer than was customary in most earlier works
and it contains many literary artifices. Most of its sentences rhyme together,
and there are several quotations from the Kordn, the Islamic Traditions,
Arabic and Persian poetry, as well as a few stories and anecdotes. The section
concerning the patron is also longer and the praises lavished upon him are
more extravagant than was customary in the earlier works. However, none of
these are done in excess, and the style is well balanced between the old and the
new.

Another merit of Nuzhat-Namah is that it contains a vast vocabulary on a
large number of subjects. In addition, it gives a number of words in different
Persian dialects.



Nuzhat-Namah-yi ‘Ala’t’

by

Farhang Jahanpour

(2)

The scientific part of Nuzhat-Namah starts with a chapter on astronomy.
According to Shahmardan, there are seven heavens or spheres; starting with
the nearest to the Earth and finishing with the furthest, they are: the spheres of
Moon, Mercury, Venus, Sun, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. Beyond the sphere
of Saturn there is the sphere of fixed stars, and beyond that is the ninth heaven
which is the throne of divinity. Shahmardan gives the measurements of the
seven planets compared to the Earth. Saturnis 191.1/6 times larger, Jupiter is
95Y4 larger, Mars is 1% times larger, Sun is 166.1/3 times larger, Venus is 37
times smaller, Mercury is 22 times smaller, and Moon is 44 times smaller. He
also provides figures about the distance of the planets from the Earth, as
follows: Saturn 17,914,241 Farsang, Jupiter 9,919,443 Farsang, Mars
1,063,361 Farsang, Sun 1,254,339 Farsang, Venus 183,357 Farsang, Mercury
69,417 Farsang, Moon 36,095 Farsang. The author declares that 1022 fixed
stars in 48 constellations have been discovered. They are divided into several
groups according to size, and altogether they are 49,066 times larger than the
Earth. He also calculates the circumference of the celestial girdle to be
56,554,425,474 miles.

Although the above figures are fanciful and inaccurate, nevertheless, they
show that Shahmardan was aware of the vastness of space and the enormity
of some of the stars compared to Earth. However, his calculations concerning
the radius and circumference of the Earth are remarkably close to modern
calculations. The author asserts that scholars have divided the circumference

* Abstract by the author.
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Post-Roc flight is relegated to smaller and, at the same time, more realistic
birds like eagles and vultures. Though flight by means of these birds is part of
an ancient narrative tradition, it takes a different form in tales of later vintage.
Both the Sindbadnamah’s tale of Sinbad the Seaman’s second voyage and the
1001 Nights contain scenes of eagle-assisted human flight.

Another range of creatures capable of flight are fairies, whose extreme
beauty is instantly captivating to men. Fairies appear in the form of beautiful
birds. In such tales, fairies never volunteer themselves as means of human
flight, rather men brave all manner of danger to reach them. One example: the
tale of Hasan Bagri.

Other human and nonhuman creatures that fly in legends are: magicians,
divs.¢ifrits, and Jinns. Divs are capable of flight in their original forms or by
magic as birds. Those that do not know magic occasionally spin furiously and
corkscrew themselves into the air.

In later epics, notably the Iskandarnamah and the Hamzah cycle,
magicians have various means of flight at their disposal. They turn themselves
into birds or become whisps of cloud. However the nature of div flight in
ancient tales is completely mysterious. In the folktales of the 13th and 14th
centuries such as those found in the Darabnamah, the only means of flight
used by magicians is the rocket keg. The magician sits in the keg, from which
smoke and fire belch out and propel it into the air.

There is no other information about these kegs. Is the magician’s keg the
narrative analogue to the whirling of the div? Are all of these aeronautics
merely flights of popular fancy or is there some kernel of reality in them?

Although Mahdjoub’s article is devoted to flight in scripture and legend, he
concludes by mentioning two historical figures who evidenced the urge tofly.

I. Abu al-Qasim Abbas ibn Firnas (d, 888), who had a major role in the
spread of music in Andalusia, was among the first men in Arab history to
make a practical stab at flying. Dressed in a feathered costume equipped with
wings, he is said to have actually flown a short distance. He was hurt as he
descended, because his flying costume lacked a tail.

2. Isma‘il ibn Hammad al-Jawhari, the author of 7aj al-lughakh wa sihah
Arabiyah, was also bitten by the flying bug. He climbed to the roof the jAmi%i
Qadim Nishapur with a half-door strapped to each arm. He took off from the
rooftop, fell to the ground and died.



Ancient Aeronauts:
man’s early urge to fly

as reported in legend and revelation*
by
M. Dj. Mahdjoub

(Part 2)

After Jamshid, the next Shahnamah figure to fly was Zal. Abandoned by
his father, Zal was raised by the mythical bird Simurgh in its mountain nest.
He could not have returned to his father in the plains without experiencing
some kind of flight.

The next flight in the Shahnamah is involuntary. In the tale of Rustam and
the Akvan Div, the Div lifts Rustam along with the patch of ground upon
which he had been sleeping into the ocean. Rustam saves himself by
swimming to shore.

In the Haft Paykar or Bahramnamah of Nizami, the Indian princess of the
black dome tells Bahram Giir of a city in China all of whose inhabitants are
clad in black. To discover the secret of the city’s black apparel, the king travels
to the city and after a prolonged search locates a butcher who advises him to
sit in a magic basket. The basket rises into the sky affixed to the end of aniron
rod. A huge bird perches on the rod and lifts the king high into the air.
Clinging to the bird’s legs, the king flies from morning til noon and lands in
the city.

This bird resembles the fabled Roc about which there exists a variety of
fantastic traditions. The Sindbadnamah’s version of the Roc legend is similar
to what we find in the Haft Paykar, This tradition was popularized to a great
extent in later narratives such as the Iskandarnamah and the Hamzah cycle.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



Idenuitying Spurious Verses.. 5

In this article, Khaleghi Motlagh presents his reasons for eliminating
certain parts of Book I. Example:

1-2. Two verses found in the introduction of most editions. Despite
Firdawsi’s open avowal of his adherence to the Shiite sect of Islam, Sunnite
readers have augmented his original introduction with two internally
inconsistent pieces in praise of the Caliphs "Abu Bakr, “Umar, and “Uthman.

3. A twenty-one line section containing a description of the discovery of fire
and of the fire celebration known as sadah. Curiously, this section occurs
after seven initial lines in which Firdawsi recounts king Hiishang’s
achievements, the first line of which refers to the king’s success in separating
iron from iron ore by means of fire.

4. Other spurious verses, between eight and twenty-four in number, occur
in the story of Sam’s abandoning his albino son Zal and Zal’s being raised by
the mythical bird Simurgh. The pseudo-Firdawsi bloats the original’s
customary terseness into prolixity and, in the space of eighteen lines, uses nine
words of Arabic origin three of which never appear again in the Shahnamah.

5. Two other interlopers are the tale of Rustam’s killing of the Pil-i Sipid
(White Elephant) and its sequel Rustam’s capture of the Dizh-i Sipid (White
Fortress) that come at the end of the reign of Manuchihr and comprise more
than 180 lines. Some of the Arabic terms used in these sections are not part of
Firdawsi’s customary vocabulary. In addition, according to the author, they
appear too long and drawn out to be consistent with the concise Shahnamah
narrative style. But more important than these disqulifications, is the author’s
observation that while Rustam, as he is depicted here at the end of
Manuchihr’s reign, was able to do what his grandfather and great grandfather
were unable to do, i.e., take the White Fortress, during the reigns of successive
kings, Nawzar and Zutahmasp and during the Turanian Afrasiyab’s first
attack on Iran, it never occurs to the Iranians to turn to Rustam for military
aid. It is only after the death of Zutahmasp and during Afrasiyab’s second
compaign in Iran that the Iranians appeal to Rustam’s father Zal for help.
And Zal at this time clearly feels that his son is too young to do battle with the
Turanians. These two tales also appear in later recensions in the
Nuzhatnamah-i ‘ala’i, the source of which is not the Shahndamah. This
suggests that the author of the spurious Shahnamah tales used a source that
lay outside of the Shahnamah tradition to augment Firdawsi’s poem.



Identifying Spurious Verses in the
Shahnamah®

by
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

(Part 1)

In this article, the author returns to familar ground. He draws attention to
false verses that, over the centuries, have found their way into the Iranian
national epic Shahnamah. Texts of the Shahnamah can vary by as much as
20,000 verses. The accretions are the work of scribes, keepers of manuscripts,
and poets of high or mediocre or modest talents. By way of axample, Book I
of the Shahnamah, which runs to the end of the reign of Kay Qubad, contains
5518 lines in the Mohl and birukhim editions. In the Calcutta and other
editions, the number is even higher. In his own edition of this section, the
author has pared the number down to 4619, 899 fewer lines than Mohl and
birukhim. Moreover, of the 4619, forty-four line are judged to be “doubtful”
and have been place in brackets. Because some of the false verses appended to
the various editions are the work of able, 11th and 12th century poets and
therefore closely mimic Firdawsi’s style, they are difficult to distinguish.
lending further support to the authenticity of these verses is the fact that many
of them have insinuated themselves into early manuscripts of the
Shahnamah. The work of weaker poets, however, is not difficult to weed out.
To edit the Shahnamah properly, one has to be conversant with Firdawsi’s
poetic diction, especially the terseness of his style and his use of hyperbole and
similes. Among the 899 appended lines, there are a few sections that enjoy
great fame, and, as the author indicates, they entered the pseudo-Shahnamah
corpus very early.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



I'he Textbooks... 3

concessions made to the Qajar period to the end of Muhammad Riza shah
reign statesmen is the admission that the prime ministers Qa*im Magam and
Amir Kablr were “somewhat good for the country.”

4. Postrevolutionary texts either ignore or falsify the record of the Pahlavi
period. A section on railway construction from on old textbook is retained,
but the sentence that mentions the creation of a country-wide railroad
network under Riza Shah (new: “Riza Khan”) has been eliminated. Though
it acknowledges Riza Shah’s role in paving the roads of Iran, the new text
adds that “these roads were built by him to facilitate the passenger and freight
traffic of western built conveyances.

5. The Islamic Republican educators are merciless, first and foremost, on
the Shahnamah and, to a lesser degree, on Firdawsi. All of the verses from the
epic have been purged from the curriculum. Even the famous verse that was
the motto of the old Ministry of Education, “who is wise is powerful,” has
been replaced by three Arabic words and a Persian copula, ta%im va ta‘allum

‘ibadat ast,” “education is worship.”

J. M.
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mentioned in these sections, it is known as “the land of Muslims” or other
such names. Material appended to the fourth and fifth year, primary school
literature text published in the Islamic Republic is also religious in nature.
The books refer to the head of the Republic as they would to the twelve Shiite
Imams, namely as “Imam” Khomeini. The students get a double dose of
religion, for, as Matini notes, primary school students from the second to the
fifth grades also study Islam as an independent subject in a series of textbooks
under the general heading Farhang-i Islami va Ta'limat-i dint (“Islamic
Culture and Religious Studies”). In prerevolutionary texts, discussion of
religious subjects was limited to books intended for Ta'limat-i dini.

Textbook illustrations have also undergone a marked change. Women,
even a mother addressing her daughter in private, is pictured wearing demure
scarfs that cover their hair. They are clothed in the near-uniforms that have
come to be known as “Islamic” dress, a style that relies on colors that are
sombre, lifeless, and grim. Men wear either a drab peasant-style uniform or
shirt and pants or a suit, but they never wear telltale, western ties. In textbook
illustrations, Islamic historical figures dress in the long cloaks, robes, and
head gear of today’s Arabs from the Gulf sheikdoms.

As in the case of prerevolutionary texts, postrevolutionary books
examined by the author have been charged with the political education of
school children. The political agenda of principals in the field of Islamic
Republican education rests on several bases:

I. Students are taught that they are members of an Islamic Nation; the
concept of an Iranian Nation with an ancient history and culture is of no
value. The students learn about Islamic culture (consisting of the Quran, the
Sunna of the Prophet, and the practice of the Imams) in order to
internationalize that culture and the Islamic revolution, which is portrayed as
the salvation of the world’s oppressed peoples.

2. Students are made aware of the completely exceptional position of the
leader of their country. The “Islamic Culture and Religious Studies” texts for
the third, fourth, and fifth elementary grades describe the extraordinary
status of the leader in terms that, in Shiite doctrine, can only be applied to the
twelve Imams. Given the free use of the term “Imam,” the student cannot but
place Ayatollah Khomeini in exalted company. The books also stress the
principle of the Governance of the Jurist that holds that after the greater
occultation of the twelfth Imam, the guidance of the people will rest with a
“just and knowing jurist.” To praise Z\yatollih Khomeini, some texts employ
a brand of panegyrics that was rife at medieval Iranian courts.

3. The secular leadership of Iran’s constitutional revolution and the laws
that have been enacted over the last seventy years fare badly in
postrevolutionary textbooks. According to these texts, the only political
figures of any consequence from the beginning of the 19th century to the
middle of the 20th have been a handful of committed clergymen. The only



The Textbooks of
the Islamic Republic

Changes effected in the school textbooks used in all grades of primary and
secondary education in the Islamic Republic of Iran have elicited various
comments over the past few years. A thorough analysis of these changes
would require a team of educators to examine some 200 postrevolutionary
school texts and to compare them with analogous texts published under the
Pahlavi regime. In order to discover the nature of these changes, Matini has
focused on two editions of the third year, primary school Persian literature
textbook (one published in 13481969 during the reign of Muhammad Rizd
Pahlavi, the other in 1359/ 1980 in the Islamic Republican Governance of the
Jurist “Imam Khomeini”). Matini also includes samples of other textbooks to
inform his study.

The comparison yields several observations.

The postrevolutionary text contains some of the same topics found in its
prerevolutionary predecessor; however fundamental revisions in the text are
evident. The prerevolutionary section on Naw Ruz (New Year's), for
example, contains a discussion of the ancient history of the holiday. It also
quotes from the Shahnamah. The revised textbook mentions the change of
season, winter to sprign, implied by Naw Ruz, and holds that the reason for its
esteemed position among Iranian holidays is the fact that it coincides with the
founding of the Islamic Republic (I12th Farvardin/21 March). In the
postrevolutionary text, New Ruz is a day on which Iranians visit cemetaries
to bombard the graves of martyrs with flowers.

Some of the sections found in the Pahlaviera text have been eliminated.
They comprise material on Iran, the history of Iran (especially pre-Islamic
Iranian history), and all material on or by Firdawsi. The postrevolutionary
book includes thirteen sections not found in the earlier text. These sections
are about the Prophets, the twelve Imams, and Arabians. Whenever Iran is

* Abstract wransafred by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library.



A Nightingale’s Lament
Selections from the Poems and Fables of
Parvin E‘tesami (1907-41)
Translated From The Persian By
Heshmat Moayyad and
A. Margaret Arent Madelung

-

Parvin E'tesami may be called the greatest Persian
poetess in classical style. She witnessed lIran’s social,
economical, and educational changes which followed the
termination of the Qajar dynasty and the beginning of the
reign of Reza Shah, the first Pahlavi. Parvin grew up under
the loving care of a father who was an accomplished scholar.
When he died in 1938, Parvin was bereaved of the sole
support she possessed. Her marriage had lasted only ten
weeks. Loneliness and seclusion from social activities, the lot
of almost all Iranian women at the time, added to the sad
experiences of a sensitive and tender soul, made Parvin the
most sincere voice of an oppressed and suffering people. She
observed the prevailing injustice, cruelty of the rulers and
wealthy landlords. She knew of the corruption of the leading
authorities in courts and in religion. Her work, about 210
poems of different lengths, became the mirror of her inner
world, reflecting both the reality of life in her days and the
moral and didactic quality of the solution she offered. The
striking, typical characterestics of her poems is the narrative,
fabulating, figurative-anecdoral element. She presents us a
colorful world of objects and natural creatures who reveal a
wealth and diversity of thought without equal in post-
classical poetry of Iran. A wide-ranging array of animals,
birds, flowers, trees, cosmic and natural elements, objects
and gadgetry of everyday life, many concrete and abstract
concepts, appear in Parvin's strife poems, The present
selections offer her most appealing and fascinating poems,
They are faithfully translated though without imposing
stylistic features of an alien literature on the English
structure of language and thought.
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This volume is the first t‘()l'l]})ft'l'lt‘ﬂﬁi\'l.‘sllld)’ of the life,
learning, and the entire corpus of Hedayat's fictional writings.
It surveys previous critical literature abour Hedayac and
examines his collections of short stories for theme, literary
technique, symbolism, style, and humor. The author,
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