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20. R.W. Bulliet, ‘Naw Bahar and the survival of Iranian Buddhism, ‘Iran 14. 1976. 140-5, in which it is
suggested that Persian 9 naw ‘new’ here may refere to a new school of Buddhism, perhaps specifically Iranian.
Another possibility is simply to take the word literally, but as the name Naw Bahar, is used often, perhaps some
further significance may be sought; the epithet ‘new’ may refer to a future and miraculous state, as in the
Christian expression ‘New Jerusalem’. Most opposite to the Buddhist ‘new Vihdra' in Iranian usage is
Manichaean Middle Persian désman T ndg ‘new building’, associated with the ‘new realm’ made by
Né&glahrafuryazd ‘the god-builder of the new realm’, i.e., the Great Builder of the Manichaean pantheon, there
will Ahrmen and Az be imprisoned at the renovation of the world - Frafegird (F.C. Andreas, W. Henning,
Mitteliranische Manichaica aus Chinesisch-Turkestan, 1, Berlin, 1932, 12 &n.1). In the Iranian Bundahi¥n,
1.31 (MS. TD2 13. 9-10),evil is said at the time of Fraseglrd to be banished nograr ‘anew’. ln Armenian, nor
‘new’ has the sense of ‘miraculous’ in the synonymous compounds norahras and norask an¢ wonderful very
prodigous’ (with Aras’ from MIr. fras-, cf. Frasegurd; and Skfan®-,  perhaps with Ir, prefix uz- to be
associated with Arm. K a@j ‘titan(ic), brave, monstrous’, derived from MIr. by Szemerényi). By Naw Bahar the
Iranian Buddhists may have meant not a new school of their faith, but rather an eschatological Vihdra whence
sansara was to be banished; this would accord also with the salvific character of Mahayana teaching, which
may have been influenced in this regard by Iranian thought.

21. See H.W. Bailey ‘The word but in Iranian,” BSOS 6, 1931, 2. The identification of Phl. But with Av. Buiti
‘Buddha’ seems certain, but Justi and others connected the Av. word with Skt. Bhita-ghost’ (see Bartholomae,
AirWb., 968), whilst Nyberg has preferred to see in the name a demonization of Skt. Bhuti-‘fortune, thriving.
welfare’, an epithet of Laksmi (Die Religionen des alten Iran, German tr. by H.H. Schaeder repr. Osnabruck,
1966 340). Olr. has a base baod-cognate with Skt. from which are baoSah perception’ and Bao8a-‘smell’ Sgd.
pw ‘smell’ (Gershevitch, Gram. Man. Sgd., para. 1193; Av. Hymnto Mithra, Cambridge, 1967, 159) but Sgd.
bwty or pwty ‘Buddha’ ch. Av. Buiti, probably a loan-word from Eastern Iranian. like Man Pth. bwt
‘Buddha’. *

22. The ‘abode of the Lie (drdf)’, Av. drujaskana, Vd. XIX, 41, is mistranslated in the Phl. version (ed. B.T.
Anklesaria, p. 388) as druz Tsagan ‘the lie of the Sakas’. The 19th fragard of the Vidévdat, which contains the
only three references to Buiti in the text (But, in the Phl. tr.), is devoted largely to an exchange between
Zarathushtra and Ahura Mazda in which the Prophet receives instruction on how to repel evil demons from the
world, particularly from (Eastern) Iran., Buiti, although a masculine demon, is called a dru), the latter a
feminine form (see M. Boyce, Hist. Zor., 1, 87). It is conceivable that the Pahlavi translator may have regarded
But, known to him as the Buddha, as the particular dru) of the Sakas.

23. On the events of the reign of Phraates 11, see A.D.H. Bivarin CHI 3(1), 36-8;and E.G. Pulleyblank, ‘“The
Wu-Sun and Sakas and the Yueh-chxh migration,” BSOAS 23, 154-60.

* From the MIr, form is derived NP=Zboridol’; the word must have acquired this additional meaning only in
the late Arsacid or Sasanian period, for in the 2nd cent. B.C., when the nameBuiti: presumably entered Iranian.
Buddhist iconography would have been at too early a stage for there to have been images (‘idols’) of the Buddha
to impress Iranians (see M. Colledge, Parthian Art, Ithaca, N.Y., 1977, 11,84). In any case Zoroastrians of the
Parthian period, with their own images of the Yazatas, should scarcely have condemned the idolatry of others.
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the Columbia janitors and the departure of the audience, the lectures might
have been thrice their present length. Asked by one listener for a concise
statement of the importance of Khotanese studies to the field of history in
general, Bailey suggested that here was a civilization whose language proved
that, long before Central Asia was Muslim or Turkic, great Iranian cultures
thrived across its vast expanses. On another occasion, in Cambridge, a Parsi
friend of mine asked Prof. Bailey over tea on a warm summer afternoon in the
great scholar’s cluttered study why he had chosen such a remote, demanding
and rather lonely field of study. Prof. Bailey said there was a romance at the
core of it. Romance, a passion for precision and truth, and the brilliant labor
of a long lifetime inform these lectures, as they do most every line Prof. Bailey
has written.

NOTES:

1. For a description of Khotan and the earliest excavations there, see M. Aurel Stein, Ancient Khotan, Oxford,
1907 (repr, Hacker Art Books, N.Y., 1975). The explorations and excavations in Chinese Turkestan, beginning
with Sven Hedin in 1895, are vividly chronicled in P. Hopkirk, Foreign Devils on the Silk Road, London, 1980.
2. See, for example, the catalogue by H. Hartel et al., Along the Ancient Silk Routes. The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York, 1982. It is striking how little attention is paid to the strong Iranian element in the
population of Central Asia, not to mention the Iranian influences in the development of the culture of the area.
3. For this source, see R.E. Emmerick, ‘The Historical Importance of the Khotanese Manuscripts,’ in J.
Harmatta, ed., Prolegomena to the Sources on the History of Pre-Islamic Central Asia, Budapest, 1979, 167-
77.
4. On the Muslim conquest of Central Asia, see W. Barthold, Turkestan down to the Mongol Invasion, 4thed.,
London, 1977.

5. For a survey of Khotanese literature, see H. W. Bailey,'Khotanese Saka Literature,” in E. Yarshater, ed.,
Cambridge History of Iran (CHI), Vol. 3, part 2, ch, 34; and R.E. Emmerick, A Guide to the Literature of
Khotan, Studia Philologica Buddhica, Occasional Paper Series, 111, Tokyo, The Reiyukai Library, 1979.
6. Bailey, P. 29.

7. See M Boyce, A History of Zoroastrianism, 1, Handbuch der Orientalistik, Leiden, 1975, 37-40; Bailey
discusses some of the correspondences between the Vedic and Iranian pantheons in *The Second Stratum of the
Indo-Iranian Gods," in J.R. Hinnells, ed., Mithraic Studies, 1, Manchester, 1975.

8. See, for instance, H. Lommel, Die Y&St's des Awesta, Gottingen, 1927, 64.

9. The conclusions of one’s analysis from a Zoroastrian point of view of this material, collected and studied by
H. Bartikyan in Revue des fludes Armehiennes, N.S. 5, 1968, 271-88, and earlier by Fr. E£. Alisan, were
presented ata seminar of the School of Oriental and African Studies, London, Feb. 1977: they appearto have
been repeated, without attribution or references (the latter noted in a review by Mr. Christopher Walker), in a
recent popular book on Armenia by D.M. Lang, who attended the seminar.

10. Stein Ancient Khotan, 172.

11. CHI 3 (2), 1242.

12. E.A. Grantovskii, Ranyaya istoriva iranskikh plemen perednei Azii, Moscow, 1970, 157-8: the chapter
‘Farrah’ in Bailey’s own Zoroastrian Problems remains the classic discussion of the term.

13. H.W. Bailey, ‘Saka sfandrdnata, ‘Festschrift fur Wilhelm Eilers, Wiesbaden, 1967, 136.

14. Bailey, pp. 14, 68.

15. Ibid., p. 11.

16. KKZ line 9.

17. 1. Gershevitch, Grammar of Manichaean Sogdian, Oxford, 1961, p. 159 (para. 1043).

18. M. Back, Die sassanidischen Staatsinschriften, Acta Iranica 18, Leiden, 1978, 261.

19. B. Staviskii, Kushanskava Baktriva, Moscow, 1977, 176 & n. 11, 12,
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Kartir,! and it is reasonable to assume that Buddhism in Iran proper not
only survived Kartir’s persecutions, as in Bactria, but spread westwards, For,
as Prof. R.W. Bulliet has shown, a chain of towns named Naw Bahar in
Persian, from Sanskrit nava-vihara- ‘new (Buddhist) monastery’, stretches
across the northern Iranian trade route as far west as Rayy. 20 The first
Iranian contact with Buddhism, as far as it is attested in literary sources, may
come much earlier in the Vidévdat, a late nask of the Avesta probably
composed in the Parthian period, around the 2nd cent. B.C. In Vd. XIX. 43 is
mentioned a demon named Buiti, whose name has been interpreted by Bailey
as that of the Buddha.2! New Persian bot ‘idol’ might, correspondingly, refer
originally to the carven images of the Buddha found in temples. The suggested
date of the introduction of the demon Buiti in Avestan literature corresponds
with the approximate time of the incursion of the Sakas into Drangiana, and
perhaps the knowledge of Buddhism followed them to Iran. 22 The Videvdat
itself, a ‘law against the Demons’ which is devoted largely to questions of
Zoroastrian ritual purity, appears to be a reaffirmation of orthopraxy written
at a time of upheaval when the traditional usages of the Religion were
threatened. Troubles in the West, and Saka advances perhaps as far west as
Mesopotamia, shook th Parthian kingdom, and, if the Buddhist religion
had accompanied the Sakas, a new religion, too, must be repelled by the
Iranian Zoroastrians. 23 It is to be hoped that the study of the Khotanese texts
will assist historical investigation of the periods and routes of the penetration
of Buddhism into Iran. The question of particular Iranian contributions to
the Mahiyana sect, as in the doctrines of salvation, is also anarea in which the
Saka evidence may be of assistance. Each of the questions raised above:
Zoroastrianism amongst the pastoral Saka peoples, the coorespondence of
social and ethnicdivisions in Central Asia, and the beginnings of Buddhismin
Iran- would occupy many years of a distinguished scholarly career, and it is
some measure of the esteem in which Prof. Bailey, a kavi amongst mortal
scholars, is held, that one may look to his pen for a careful, reasoned
discussion of these matters.

Lest it appear that one has been critical of Prof. Bailey for failing to go
beyond a listing and linguistic analysis of terms relating to the arts, rule,
economy and faith of Ancient Iranian Khotan, a word must be said about the
circumstances of the lectures themselves. The Columbia Lectures, chaired
and organized by Prof. Ehsan Yarshater, are designed to provide a forum for
distinguished Iranists to present in publishable form an account of their
research in some area of Iranian studies, ancient or modern. The widest
possible scope is afforded in the choice of a topic. Prof. Bailey’s lectures were
to be delivered over five consecutive days, with one hour allotted to each
lecture; the latter, in fact, never lasted less than two hours, and at the end of
each Prof. Bailey fielded questions from his weary and bedazzled listeners,
without himself showing the slightest sign of fatigue. But for the firmness of
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toponym, so prominent in the Avesta, is part of pagan Iranian mythology as
well, and need not have reached Khotan through the Good Religion.
Khotanese pharra-, a term used to describe the stages of the life of a Buddhist
arya- ‘monk’, goes back to Old Iranian farnah- (Avestan x¥arsnah-), but for
all the importance of this term in Zoroastrianism as the ‘glory’ which benefits
the righteous and the noble, but deserts the wicked and the alien, it is found as
an element in non-Zoroastrian Iranian names.!2 Monks and princes are
called in Khotanese by the honorific kai, cf. Av. Kavi Vidtaspa, used in
Western Middle Iranian to mean ‘giant, monster’ in Manichaean texts, and
‘titan’ (GK. gigas giganton) in a positive sense as an attribute of the Sasanian
kings; but again, the word predates Zoroastrianism. Bailey devoted an article
to Saka $Sandramata, Avestan Spanta Armaiti, a Zoroastrian Yazata
probably worshipped in pre-zoroastrian times whose name in Khotanese is
used to render Buddhist Sanskrit sri- ‘prosperity and fortune’.!3 It would be
desirable to have a comprehensive discussion of all the native Iranian
religious terms found in various Khotanese usages, with consideration given
to the question of Zoroastrianism in Khotan.

Although Iranian social and administrative terms are discussed from a
linguistic standpoint in the lectures, there is, again, no extended analysis of
the social system of ancient Khotan, and one can but hope for such a
discussion in Vol. 9 of the Texts. For example, Bailey notes that in one
Khotanese desana (profession of Buddhist faith) the writer expresses the hope
that in all future incarnations he will be aysara- ‘high-born’.14 We have alsoa
genitive form bdsi-vdraa- ‘son of the House’ and other forms. Bailey notes the
importance of the Waspuhr in Iranian society,!S but it would be desirable to
have a precise comparison of the forms of this institution, asfaras they can be
known, in Sasanian and Khotanese society. Was the government of Khotan a
wholly Iranized institution imposed upon a society otherwise influenced in its
customs by Indian and Chinese usages? Chinese titles are also found; how
were the offices they represent assimilated into the existing system? As for the
ethnic composition of Khotan, did the Iranian element become entirely
intermingled with the other nations of the region, or was there differentiation
associated with social class?

It is well known that Buddhism was practiced within the frontiers of the late
third-century Sasanian empire, as well as in Iranian lands beyond the
northern and eastern borders; the Zoroastrian high priest Kartir boasts in his
inscription on the Kafaba-Yi Zardust of having persecuted the Smny
Buddhist monk(s)’'' and the latter word is found in Buddhist Sogdian as
Smn- ‘monk’, with a feminine form ending in -an as well meaning ‘nun’.!”
The form used by Kartir is a loan-word from Eastern Iranian into Middle
Persian.!® There is evidence that the Sasanians destroyed a Buddhist statue
in a Kushan Bactrian temple at Kara-tepe and built a Zoroastrian fire-altar in
the niche that had held the image, during a campaign after the time of
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a vast range of languages, from Germanic to Chinese, and it is hoped that
aspects of Bailey’s theories will be separately commented upon by Indo-
Europeanists, Sinologists and others. Although experts in these fields, and
Iranists as well, may have much to criticize, it is nonetheless a testimony to the
vast scope of Professor Bailey’s erudition that there are few scholars capable
of approaching the work as a whole. I would offer here a few specific
questions about the culture of Khotan which are raised by the presence of
certain terms in Khotanese, but which do not receive adequate treatment.
Again, it is most fervently to be hoped that these, and other issues, will receive
extended, analytic treatment in Vol. 9 of the Khotanese Texts.

A number of religious terms known to Zoroastrianism are found in
Khotanese forms. In no case is a term used with reference to any Zoroastrian
subject, and all of the terms encountered may go back to pre-Zoroastrian
religion amongst the Iranians, or to Iranian mythological and heroic
traditions not confined to the Zoroastrians. The Khotanese word for the Sun,
urmaysdan-, is ‘retained from the Zoroastrian (or possibly earlier) divine
name Ahura Mazda but with suffix -an- indicating dependency.® Forms
from the name of Ahura Mazda meaning ‘Sun’ are found in other Eastern
Iranian languages: Chorasmian, Iskasmi and Sanglééi. There is no doubt that
Zoroastrianism was anciently and extensively practiced in Chorasmia, but a
god named Ahura Mazda may have been known to the pagan Iranians who
never accepted Zoroastrianism.” The principal association of the Sun in
Zoroastrianism is with the Ahura Mithra, not Ahura Mazda, hence New
Persian mihr ‘Sun’,® and in iconography Mithra and the Sun share also the
image of a chariot with swift horses. Although the Sun, as the greatest of all
celestial fires, is a most potent Zoroastrian symbol, that is perhaps insufficient
reason for it to be associated so specifically with Ahura Mazda. One may
speculate that the Zoroastrians were seen thrice daily to face the Sun in
invocation and to look towards its place in the sky—reverence for the Sun
became the hallmark of Zoroastrians in Christian Armenia, called
Arewordik® ‘Children of the Sun®—and the Sun came to be called after their
God, Ahura Mazda. Chavannes noted that Chinese annals of the T ang
period describe the ‘cult of the Celestial God’ at Khotan and suggested that
Ahura Mazda is meant. 10 If this supposition is correct, and Ahura Mazda
was regarded specifically as a celestial god, the most prominent celestial body
would appropriately be named ‘belonging to Ahura Mazda’. Butitis not clear
who worshipped and who named. The Choresmian evidence encourages one
to suppose that Zoroastrians themselves so named the Sun, if indeed the name
is not a survival of Iranian paganism, but in the 7th century A.D. such
Zoroastrians as may have been seen at Khotan by Chinese travellers could be
natives or refugees from the Arab invasion of Iran.

In Khotanese Buddhist texts, the name of Mount Sumeru is rendered by
ttaira haraysa(i.e., Avestan taera-with the name of Hara Bargzaiti),!'but this
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nor are there any that show Islamic influence.* Marco Polo visited the area,
and wrote that all at ‘Cotan’ were Muslims, subjects of the Great Khan. The
venetian traveller praised the abundance of cotton, wheat, wine and other
goods, and noted, as Chinese authors before him had done, that women were
treated well and accorded unusual liberties: they rarely wore the veil, for
instance. The people enjoyed music and singing.

The literature of Khotan reflects a Buddhist milieu, and the various major
sects are represented. There had early been Mahasanghika monasteries, and
Theravadin texts in Prakrit have been found in Khotan, but the people were
in the main Mahayanists. The later Vajrayana school is reflected in some
works. Documents habe been recovered mostly from Buddhist Viharas
(monasteries); chancellery and private correspondence also has been found.
There are love poems, letters in Chinese and Tibetan written in Khotanese
Kharostht script, a Sanskrit-Khotanese phrase book for travellers, and a
geographical text on Kashmir. It is- recalled that a road to Kashmir
debouches from nearby Yarkand, and the former country was much revered
as the source of Central Asian Buddhism. The bulk of Khotanese literature
consists of Buddhist texts in translation. > The task of deciphering,
interpreting and publishing the corpus of Khotanese works has been
accomplished largely by Sir Harold Walter Bailey, Emeritus Professor of the
University of Cambridge, and his pupil, Professor R.E. Emmerick of the
University of Hamburg. This monumental labor, requiring a formidable
knowledge of Indo-Iranian languagesand literatures, as well as the tongues of
the surrounding Turkic, Sino-Tibetan and other peoples, must be considered
amongst the finest achievements of linguistic science in this century. Bailey
and Emmerick’s series of Khotanese Texts, now in eight volumes, and Bailey’s
Dictionary of Khotan Saka (Cambridge, 1979), represent the groundwork of
the field of Khotanese studies, to which Bailey has devoted most of his waking
hours since 1936. His Ratanbai Katrak Lectures of that year, published in
1943 and reprinted with additions in 1971 as Zoroastrian Problems in the
Ninth-century Books, became the model, with their precision and sobriety,
for serious subsequent studies in the Pahlavi Texts. Bailey’s scores of articles
illuminate various aspects of Iranian in Central Asia; his Columbia Lectures
of 1979 here reviewed bring together many different aspects of Khotanese
culture illuminated in the texts. According to Bailey, the material of the
lectures is to be treated in much greater detail in a ninth Ergdnzungsband of
the Khotanese Texts; one hopes that volume will contain extensive discussion
of various problems of Khotanese culture and society, for there is but sparse
subjective analysis of the mainly lexical material in these lectures, which may
serve best as an annotated subject index to the Dictionary.

1t is not proposed in this review to offer a linguistic appraisal of this work,
which does not in any case purport to be a linguistic study. To undertake such
a task with any competence would require of the reviewer some knowledge of
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imprint on the culture of the cities around the Taklamakan, particularly in
art. And although Sasanian and earlier Iranian elements may be found in the
art, the strongest influence is Indian. Because of this Buddhist and Indian
predominance, some scholars have tended perhaps insufficiently to evaluate
the Iranian elgments in the ancient culture of Chinese Turkestan. 2

The history of Khotan reflects the ethnic mixtures and Buddhist influences
described above. The foundation of Khotan probably coincided with the
reign of the Indian emperor Asoka (3rd cent. B.C.), and the earliest coins bear
legends in Chinese on one side and Prakrit, an Indian language, on the other.
The literature, for all periods, is wholly Buddhist, and that religion must have
been introduced at the very beginning, by the Indian settlers. One Tibetan
text describes Khotan succinctly as a country where Indians and Chinese
meet: the script is Indian, the religious language and religion are Indian, the
customs are Chinese, but the common language is neither Indian nor
Chinese. 3 The language is Saka, a North Iranian tongue related to present -
day Wakhi, and, more distantly, to the speech of the Ossetic settlers in the
north Caucasus. The Sakas must have settled in the Khotan oasis and at
nearby Tumsug, where documents in a dialect have been found closely related
to Khotanese, around the time of the foundation of Khotan or soon
afterwards. The Sakas‘ from beyond Sogdia’ are mentioned in Old Persian
inscriptions; in the 2nd cent. B.C., Chinese sources refer to Sakas northwest
of Kashghar, and at the same time Saka tribes overpowered the Greek rulers
of Bactria and pressed on to ancient Drangiana, which came to be known
thenceforth as Sakastina (modern Sistin). In the West, the Saka hero
Rustam Sagzi‘the Saka’(Armenian sagdik)entered the Persian epic tradition
later to be set down as the Shah-name; in the East, the Sakas seem to have
achieved a position of political and social dominance as well. For Iranian
administrative titles are found in early documents and in the Prakrit
inscriptions on coins; Khotanese Saka was probably employed at court in
Khotan long before the 10th cent. A.D., although it is most firmly attested
for that late date.

In the 1st cent. A.D., Khotan was under Chinese political influence; in the
Sasanian period, it came under the successive suzerainty of nomads,
Hepthalites, Western Turks, and the Chinese again. With the exception of the
latter, all these invaders at different times gravely threatened the stability of
the Sasanian Empire and were repulsed by it; but the Sasanians do not seem
ever to have reached Khotan, except perhaps as traders or emissaries to
China. In the 7th century, Khotan suffered invasion by the Tibetans, but the
latter were driven out by the Uighurs in the 9th cent. From the late 9th cent. to
ca. 1005 Khotan seems to have enjoyed independence, and an embassy to
China is recorded, but in the early 11th cent. Khotan was conquered by Yusuf
Qadir Khan, and within about a century the local language had been largely
replaced by Turkish. There are no Khotanese documents after the 10th cent.,
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Caravan Books, Delmar, N.Y., 1982, xii + 109 pp.

Sir Marc Aurel Stein, who first excavated Khotan, at the turn of the
century, describes it as a fertile oasis of banked fields, hamlets, fruit gardens,
poplar-and willow-lined roads and canals, its rich soil watered by the Yurung
Kash and Kara Kash rivers, which flow down from the foothills of the Kun
Lun mountains, join together 80 miles north-northeast of Khotan and
penetrate the terrible Taklamakan desert north to the basin of the Tarim.
Modern Khotan was still famed for its white and colored jade, called Ka¥
(hence the names of the rivers), and its inhabitants cultivated the silk worm
and made paper of mulberry bark.! The hospitable oasis, between the rugged
Kun Lun and the desert whose name means ‘go in and you won’t come out’
was a natural spot for civilized settlement; and it possessed the further
advantage of lying on the southern branch of the Silk Route through Central
Asia. Beginning at Antioch and Tyre, the ancient road passed through
Palmyra and Ecbatana (Hamadan to Merv, whence one travelled north to
Bukhara and over the Pamirs to Kashghar, or south by Bactra (Balkh) to
Yarkand. The road branched at Kashghar: the northern road followed the
Tarim by Kucha and Turfan, south of the Tien Shan range, to Tun Huang; the
southern road reached Tun Huang by way of Yarkand and Khotan, and from
Yarkand one could travel also south through the Karakoram Pass to Srinagar
in Kashmir. From Tun Huang, with its famous monastery of a thousand
caves, the road continued to its end at Ch’ang-an.

Communities of various faiths and tongues settled along the Silk Route to
trade and to proselytize; and, in the case of Iranian Manichaeans from the
Sasanian Empire at least, also the escape Persecution. Manichaean
manuscripts in a variety of languages, including Parthian and Middle
Persian, have been found at Turfan. The Sogdians, an Iranian people from
the area of Samarkand, had early settled in the area; Sogdian documents,
some of which were written as far east as Tun Huang, refer to Sogdian trading
communities in China. Manichaean, Christian and Buddhist texts have been
found in Sogdian, reflecting the religious diversity of individual ethnic
groups. There are also references, principally in Manichaean works, to
Zoroastrianism and Iranian paganism in Sogdia; Soviet research in the
material culture of Sogdia itself hasaugmented our knowledge of these two
latter traditions. But Buddhism, brough from India, has left the strongest
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Thus the captives were released, but not before having a kiss, as a sign of
appreciation, the stirrups of the horses of the bandits’ two chiefs, who had
pardoned the captives their lives! Their agony was intensified later when
Assadollah Beg, the Courier, explained to the helpless travellers, whose feet
were bare and full of bruises, that they should try to reach some kind of a
shelter before darkness fell, other wise they would all be a prey to wild and
hungry animals. Nevertheless, it was a real scene to watch when the thirsty
travellers came across a well and began to quench their thirst, usinga cap as a
drinking cup. Eventually, the travellers reached the spot they had left in the
morning, where they stayed for a while to provide some clothes, and then set
out for Sabzevar on a cart.

Qasem Ghani, who had lost his books on the way, found them again. After
a while, they arrived at a village called Abbasabad, where they were offered
some food and fruit. They ate the food and the fruit, which had been given to
them as charity, and then continued their journey.

Upon arrival in Sabzevar, Qasem fell ill and stayed in bed for two months.
meanwhile, he arranged for some money to be sent to the first group of
bandits who still held his friend in captive. Qasem’s friend was set free but
only to be recaptured by the bandits of a rival group who, as an attempt to
teach others a lesson that nothing should happen in the area without their
permissions, fastened him to a telegraph post and shot him to death.

When Qasem Ghani recovered, he went to Ishqabad via the city of
Quchan in the company of his uncle. From there he travelled to the

Caspian Sea by train, where he hired a boat to take him to Badkoubeh.

The rest of the book offeres vivid descriptions of the scenery and of the
author’s various states of mind as he passes through different stages of his
voyage.



AV Olpoles Ol b5 1

When he completed his two years of study at Dar al-Funun, he decided to
continue his educaiton in Beirut, which at that time was very well known in
Iran. But Qasem’s family disapproved of his intentions, as going abroad to
study was very unusual in those days when few people had a chance and a
desire to go to school at all. However, faced with Qasem’s persistence, his
family called him back to Sabzevar in order to discuss the matter with him.

Qasem left for Sabzevar together with a companion, using the very poor
means of transportation which were in operation at that time. But before they
reached their destination, and despite the reassurrances they had received in
Shahriid concerning the safety of the roads, Qasem and his companion were
attacked by two groups of bandits who were lying in ambush in two
carvanserais. But neither Qasem nor his friend had much money. As a result,
the bandits held Qasem’s companion and Qasem’s belongings to ransom,
and asked Qasem to go to Sabzevar to fetch money. The cart that carried the
mail was leaving for Sabzevar and Qasem was allowed by the bandits to
travell on it with some other travellers, taking all his books with him.

They had hardly started their journey when they became the target of
another attack, this time by a group of Turkeman bandits. The bandits, who
were holding hundreds of other men and women captive, asked all the men to
strip. They then got on their horses, taking the women with them, and forced
the naked, bare-footed men to run after them in the summer heat of July. To
make them keep pace with the horses, the bandits whipped the captives
whenever they tended to slow down.

No one knew what was going to happen to them. The Turkeman robbers,
who were all Sunnies, decided to kill the men but were dissuaded by their
friends, the other group of bandits, who were Kurds and Shias. At any rate,
the intolerable heat of the desert had brought the captives to the verge of
death, as the very little water which could occasionally be found was drunk by
the bandits and their horses. To cool themselves, the captives had to hold
some wet clay in their mouths or stick it on their faces.

At last, the bandits announced that they would not kill the men. Instead,
they had to provide some money and bring it to where the bandits’ settlement
was. If the money was not delivered, the women travellers would not be freed.
The bandits gave each man a piece of bread and explained to them that a few
robbers would stay with them as watches. These watches would later join their
friends one by one, leaving the captives finally alone. The bandits also
explained to them that they should stay where they were until the dust cloud
produced by the galloping of the horse of the last watch disappeared on the
horizon. »



From the Recollections
of Contemporary Authors

by
Dr. Qasem Ghani

What follows is a summary of Qasem Ghani’s adventures as described by
him in his book: “Khatirat-i Dr. Qasem Ghani”.

Qasem Ghani completed his elementary education in his native town of
Sabzevar. In 1906, when he was 14, he witnessed the establishment of the
constitutional government in Iran and he had a chance to familiarize himself,
albeit only superficially and through reaching the daily papers, with the law,
civilization, industry, technology and sciences. This encouraged him to
dedicate his life to the pursuit of knowledge.

Later, Mohammad-Ali Shah closed the parliament and executed or
imprisoned many “liberals,” making the Iranian society subject to social and
political turmoil. However, Qasem Ghant, not willing to give up his desire to
pursue knowledge, set out for Tehran in the company of his uncle. The cart
on which they travelled belonged to a Russian citizen and it was, therefore,
immune to the attacks of bandits and highwaymen. It took them 24 days to
complete the journey. Once in Tehran, Qasem and his uncle settled ina small
room and they hired an old woman to serve them.

Qdsem studied in Tarbiat School for three years. He was greatly impressed
by the organization and the various subjects taught at this school, which was
based on a European system of education and was, therefore, totally different
from the schools of Sabzevar. Following a short visit to his hometown,
Qasem later enrolled in Dar al-Funun, a school which had both Iranian and
European teachers, and which had been established by Amir Kabir,
Nasir al-Din Shah’s Prime Minister.

* Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.
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The clerics of the Qajar period were not always in good terms with the
temporal rulers. Nor were some of the clerics of the Pahlavi dynasty. There
is a strong possibility that the Shi’a mujtahids adopted the term “Ayat Allah”
against, and in imitation of, “Zill Allah.” the same reason may be responsible
for the recent use of the term “Ayat Allah-zadeh” (son of Ayat Allah) which is
the counterpart of “Shahzadeh” (son of the Shah). This also explains why
after the Islamic revolutionary take-over, every town, street, or square which
previously bore the name of Shah or Pahlavi was renamed Khomeini or Imam
( = Imam Khomeini).

Since 1963 when the present leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran was sent
into exile, there have been other changes in the titles of the Shi’a mujtahids.

While still in Iraq, this exiled mujtahid was first referred to as “Ayat Allah”
and “Ayat Allah al‘Ozm3”. But when he left Iraq for Paris, and the
preliminary actions were taken to topple the Shah, there was an attempt to
prepare the Iranian Shi’a Muslims for accepting the use of another title. This
new title was the word “Imam”. But since this had been the title used by the
Shi’as to exclusively refer to the twelve Imams, its new application required
various stages. Thus Khomeini was successively referred to as“Ayat Alldh al-
‘ozma Na‘ib al-Imam Khomeini” (the Grand Kyat Allah, Deputy of Imam),
“Ayat Alldh al-6zma Imam Khomeini” (the Grand Ayat Allih, Imam
Khomeini), “Imam Khomeini”, and finally “Imam”. In the constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the same titles have been used in connection with
Khomeini. That is why in today’s newspapers in Iran, one can see the name of
“Imam Khomeini” alongside with those of the original Twelve Imams like
“Imam Hossein”, “Imam Mohammad Bager” and so one.

It appears that the use of the term “Imam” during the Islamic revolution
has thus occured very consciously, and it has played a basic role in unifying
the common people. Next to the title “Imam”comes Ayat Allah al-ozma”
which is used to refer to very few mujtahids like Montazeri. But the terms
“Ayat Allah”, “Hujjat al-Islam” and “Hujjat al-Islam va al-Muslimin” are
used in conncection with a larger number of mujtahids and ulamas.

It has taken the Iranian Shi’a ulamis more than one hundred years to
acquire the honorific titles explained above. It is clear that all these titles have
been chosen to the full satisfaction of the mujtahids themselves. For if they
had found any of these titles contrary to their religious beliefs, or if they had
any modesty, they would have banned their use for all the mujtahids or at
least for themselves.
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of ulamas (mujtahids) after these four were three Shi’a leaders who wrote “the
Kutub-i’Arba‘at” (The Four Books), but these had no common titles.

Since the beginning of the “Ghaybat-i Kubra” (greater occultation) until
the middle of the Qajar dynasty, no common titles were given to the Shia
mujtahids. This did not exclude even the Safavid Period when Shiism became
Iran’s official religion and the Shia mujtahids gained tremendous political
power and were highly respected by the Royal Court. The first signs of change
appeared at the middle of the Qajar Period, when the leading ranks of the
Shi’a mujtahids were occasionally referred to as “Hujjat al- Islam” (literally,
one who is capable of reasoning about Islam) or “Hujjat al-Islam Va al-
Muslimin”. (Hujjat al-Islam was the title given to Mohammad Ghazali, the
great Islamic theologion of the twelveth and thirteenth centuries A.D.) But
even then the tendency not to use spiritual titles continued. During the
Constitutional Movement, however, a new element appeared: the liberals of
the day began to refer to each of the five mujtahid leaders of the revolution as
“Ayat Allah”, a term which became rapidly prominent at that time. The fact
that the anti-constitutionalist mjutahids also adopted the same title is proof
that this exceptionally important term (“ayat” literally has such meaning as
sign, reason, miracle, etc.) had been indisputably accepted by all Shi’a clerics.

Since the beginning of the constitutional period until the establishment of
“madrasa” (religious school) of Qom (in 1922 A.D.) the titles “Ayat
Allah” and “Hujjat al-Islam” and their variations were used in connection
with the Shi’a ulamas. It appears that the term “Ayat Allah” was accepted by
“madrasa” of Qom right away after it was established as a title referring to the
Shi’a mujtahids of high spiritual positions. At first very few mujtahids
qualified for this title, but later their number increased. Eventually, this title
came to be used in two different forms, “Ayat Allah” and “Kyat Alldh al-
‘ozma” (literally, Grand Ayat Allah). The latter was specifically used to refer
to “mardji-i Taqlid” (sources of immitation).

As far as we know, neither the Sunnis, who form the majority of the world’s
muslim population, nor the non-Iranian Shias use this title for their religious
leaders. The only person who was ever called by this title was Allamah-yi Hilli
who lived in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries A.D. But in his case the
term was used as a very special and personal not as a common title. The
reference to Allamah-yi Hilli does not seem to be accidental in this context.
Moreover, there are some verses in the Quran that contain expressions like
“ayatina” (literally, our signs; that is, God’s signs).

The following reasons may explain why the Iranain Shi’a mujtahids have
chosen this particular title: for centuries the Iranian people used to call their
kings “Zill Allah” (shadow of God). However, there were always some Shi’a
mujtahids who considered temporal government their true prerogative and
hence they looked the Kings as tyrannical usurpers. The recent concept of
“vilayat-i faqth” (Jurisconsult or jureprucdent) is a clear proof of this.



Spiritual Titles in Iranian Shi‘ism

by
Jalal Matini

The term “Ayat Allah” had been frequently used in Iranian news during
the last few years, but its meaning and its use have remained vague in the west.
Even most of the Iranian people themselves do not know the history of this
word. The present study is a brief attempt to examine the various honorific
titles, including “Ayat Allah”, used with reference to the Islamic spiritual
leaders since the advent of Islam to the present day.

Prophet Mohammad called himself “Rasul Allah” (the messenger of God),
and the first two of the Orthodox Caliphs respectively referred to themselves
“Khaliphat Rasul Allah” (the successor of the messenger of God), “Caliphat-
o caliphat Rasul Allah” (the successor of the successor of the messenger of
God). Even though the term Khalifa was used independently, it was
understood that the term stood for the original titles mentioned above.
The second one was also referred to as “Amir al-Mu’minin” (the commander
of the faithfuls). Thus ‘Umar, Usman, and Ali(the second, third and fourth of
the orthodox caliphs), and all the umayyed and Abbasid caliphs were referred
to merely in terms of the two titles explained above. “Khalifa” and “Amir al-
Muminin” were the titles employed by the Sunnis.

But the Shias have used the term “Imam” for the title of Ali, whom they
consider Mohammad’s true successor. This title had also been given to Afi’s
eleven descendants. Unlike the Sunnis, who employ the term “imam” in its
literal sense, meaning “leader”, the Shias use this word with reference to
leaders of very exceptional qualities. According to Shi’ism, the designation of
areligious leader as “imam” is, like prophecy, a divine matter. As such, a Shi’a
“imam” is considered infallible, impeccable, and immaculate. Any one who

opposes him will like an atheist or a hypocrite, go to hell.

After the twelveth Imam went into “occultation”, the Shias referred to the
four successive persons, who mediated between the hidden_Imim and the
Shias, as the Imam’s four “Na’ib-Khass” (special deputies). The highest ranks

*Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.



Constitution

by
S.H. Taqizadeh

Sayyed Hasan Tagizadeh (1878 - 1969), the learned Iranian Politician
who was elected by the people of Tabriz as a member of the first majles,
remained a well known political figure throughout his life. Although
Taqizadeh disapproved of many governmental policies of his time, he
clearly expressed his views on the importance of the constitution in a short
radio broadcast he presented in the summer of 1955 onthe anniversary day of
the constitutional revolution. He severely criticised those who held the view
that the constitution had made things in Iran much worse than the previous
periods of the Iranian history -- worse, for instance, than the time when Agha
Muhammad Khan ruled in Iran, or the time when the Mongols invaded our
land. Taqizadeh explained that such misjudgements were an expression of a
total lack of awareness of the situation in pre-constitutional Iran. He further
stated that these views were expressed by ungrateful people who deserved to
live under a curse. The constitutional form of government, according to
Taqizadeh, was like a sun which brightened the sky of the Iranian history.

* Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.
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and humble person. His marked characteristic as a poet was that he was able
to combine eloquence with precision of thought. Unlike his contemporaries,
Khvajah Shapur gave vivid expression to imaginative concepts, an ability
which he developed as a result of good literary training and studying the
works of the ancient poets. He was a hardworking poet and he influenced
some of the poets of his time including Talib Amuli whom he introduced to
Ghias al-Din Muhammad Itimad al-Dowlah of India.



Khvajah Shapur Tehrani
and His Family

by
Z. Safa

The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, which formed the major part of
the Safavid Period, produced a number of poets who have passed unkown. A
case in point is Khvajah Shapur Tehrani who neither introduced himself to
the royal court of Iran nor to that of India but preferred to choose trade as his
profession. This may very well explain why he remained unkown as a poet.
Khvajah Shapidr was not the first person in his family to be engaged in
business. We can say this on the basis of the fact that some of his ancestors
also bore the title “Khvajah”, a title which, as far as we know, was exclusively
given to the merchants in the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries.

Some members of his family occupied high, even ministerial, positions in
the governments of Iran and India. Others became influencial figures through
marrying members of the Indian royal family known as Gurkanian. However,
all members of Khvajah Shapir’s family were highly educated men of letters,
and most of them wrote poetry.

This family resided in Ray, or to be more precise, in a settlement known as
Tehran, which is the capital of today’s Iran. The oldest man known from this
family is Khvajah Sheikh-Ali Tehrani who lived in the middle of Timurid
period. Umidi Tehran, the well known poet, and Aminh Ahmad-i Razi, the
author of Haft Iqlim (the “Seven Climes”) both came from this family.

While in Iran, Khvajah Shapar Tehrani wrote his poetry under the pen
name “Faribi” but later when he moved to India, he changed it to “Shapur”.
He acquired great wealth through trade, and when he retuned to Tehran, he
was surrounded by many poets who expected favors and prizes from him.
However, since he refused to respond to their demands, they began to ratirize
him.

Khvajah Shapur has been described as a simple-hearted, good tempered,

* Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.
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