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particularly interested in /Iran
Nameh and 1 am enclosing a check
for $20.00 for my subscription. I
look forward very much to seeing
it...
William L. Hanaway, Jr.
University of Pennsylvania
November 8, 1982

Dear Jalal:

Thank you very much for the
first copy of the fran Nameh. After
browsing through it I am very
much excited because it is just what
we need in the field of Iranian
Studies.

I congratulate you for
assembling such an excellent
collection of papers for the first
issue.

With all good wishes,
Peter Chelkowski

New York University
December 6, 1982
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Dear Professor Matini,

I was very pleased to see you at
the MESA meeting, and have a
chance to learn what you are doing.
The Foundation for Iranian
Studies sounds like a very good
idea, and I wish you the best of luck
with it. It sounds like an important
force for keeping alive the study of
Iran during a dark period. I am



4l 01 p)

cpal3 L5 5o Ol 5131w 5 s oLy
-"--J)' --'- >
S

AP ol L3 YA

€aals Ol Uoa 43 e 56T
s iy b L gtk (57 0 2l
Cotg il gy Ol gmitils ebg o)
Gl gt) Olopaca 4Ls O
IS L (g Koy — 0Kl — ¢S
A ol S sga5 Jol B i
sl 5 035a5 (Caali Ol {LJ o slas 20
ol 0> 8wl L blesgas xia |y OT b)las
Ol Kenp g ool o S 1 ol s
b Ko 05 bl (5l 55 Aily5
syt g Sl s e
2 alds @il Jle Sl SR
b V&w—\f‘:&‘ﬁfwjfl&‘
53 h Sl o o S o NI eSS
bl oSBTl g o ya ol
5 U by 8 bl pm Ol i s R
515 0a pyams 0551y S (cla ] Ol
Mt g o oyl s Knd
o eaplin g O gl (SLgrasnl
e 1y 0 Ly Olagiia isLs 0L
9 SET a4 Wy a5 o
S s ety U SLONLS Sl
il Sl sl ole il
a3 Keni Sl 4y Olkze BN puid
VS JONEr S 914
gy Ol gntils (slgramil U3 b
Olwga 55 0Lyl Jo Canglia
Ve ST vy

2R

el ST o s s
Z - -

j)}.{ .L;_,‘J_’-Jl) ("‘i)légf")"-' L‘J-\_g

9518 et ol s o aalyst oo

348 6ok syl s o8 A2

SLI S 3B s e J5s ) el

)I.LML:JL»M,\.?Mp;LGJJL;

by By 5 olxlbef;f.m)é

Q’ufi"‘z\‘.

($,01) 9y Gl mdy )5

Lb

S sl

b b Ol 31 a)lad pmn Lis S L
23 laloe i 25 451 ST e s
S8 bl 69 5 St bl 0
TR BN S ) u,i.«u.»

23 (OLLS Y (gass lae Oslys 1 am
el ol o & e SLL

6)&.‘.‘.& 4.U|su=.;,‘.{>
AT ey

VAAY eles YA

Sl anb Ol sy oyla i o dgl <8l o

35 8 sl Ol OlWlas sloy ol
o=l 3T 3y 5l g8 (Sl
Ol 8 5 1 Olings Oyl K5 asile oa
258 ke g oT.u_,ru N Ak
Oldlas sluy slael plu g cangs Ol o
Loy slgsbals 5 OIS - j2gm €O

e . T 7 & -

03 Catdgn S9! uﬁ.& Slp adls ]



VALY

ol Sl lesdan sl Olyre ay a8
bl Lol e ol @ ) adoes o)l

L;:wlaql’fﬁb'):{: rb:.»‘b
aaalom g ode doms e
VAAY jusly YA

Oyl pld aslijs
VPN LT 14— yled ¢ b

JHis 5 el Ol aln &5 pdhel el
PRUET WP EPTORE S W DO
) il g ¢ e Y Uin S gd S5
OLSen 5 e |y anedj )l dloes pl L]
L olizasss o \*’3’?0‘“ S 5wl O
«.ri.u..,;,Tgim,é st gl Galsl 5

Editor
Iran Nameh

Dear Sir:

Thank you for the sample issue
of your new publication, Iran
Nameh. We are mentioning it in
our “New Journals” section of the
Spring 1983 issue of the Middle
East Journal.

The Middle East Institute would
like to receive Iran Nameh on an
exchange basis. ...

The Middle East Journal
Washington, D.C.

Editor, Iran Nameh

Dear Editor:
I have seen this week one copy of
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your new journal. It is an excellent
and important new periodical in
every way and I congratulate you
and your contributors...

It would be appropriate and
beneticial if we could issue in the
Notes a review of this distinguished
new effort.

Enclosed please see our most
recent copy so that you can
appreciate the place of reviews...

Dunning S. Wilson
Editor, MELA Notes
Los Angeles, California
December 10, 1982
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Iran in Classical Greek Literature
(2)

by
Hassan Javadi

It was almost a century later when Alexander began his incredible
expedition Eastward and provided the West with a wealth of information
about the Eastern world. When Alexnader entered the Iranian plateau and
defeated the Iranians at Plae Persica, he not only began a series of conquests
but undertook a vast geographical expedition which took him to many
unexplored lands. After going to Ekbatana and then making further
conquests in Hyrkania, he turned eastward to the Lake Hamun. Further
conquests took him to Sogdia and to the banks of the Jaxrtes (Sir Daria), and
after building several Alexanderias in Central Asia he crossed the Khyber
Pass and entered India. In 325 B.C. Alexander had conquered most of the
lands of the Scythians and of the tribes west of the River Sind, but there still
remained many lands inside Iran and present-day Afghanistan that neither
Alexander nor his generals had seen. So one part of the army under Krateros
set off from Southern Afghanistin to reach Kerman, and Nearchus with
12000 men was sent to explore the shores of the Sea of Oman and the Persian
Gulf. The dangerous and fascinating navigations of Nearchus took him as far
as the present day Port of Minab; then he joined Alexander and the main
body of the army. After reaching Pasargard the exploratory campaigns of
Alexander ended, and soon afterwards he died in Babylon in the summer of
323. Before he died, Alexander was concerned with the exploration of the
waterways of the empire, as well as the discovery of the presumed connection
of the Caspian Sea with the Northern Ocean, and the opening of a sea route
from Babylon to Egypt and Arabia.

Western geographical knowledge of Iran expanded greatly during the reign
of Alexander, and once again as a result of the continous relationship
between Iran and Greece. More and more accurate knowledge became
available to the West during this period which was totally different from what
was known before this era of Greco-Persian relationship.

* Abstract translated by the author.
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and the hero’s body is drenched in its blood. This trial metaphorically
symbolizes the hero’s triumph over the unity of natural and supernatural,
since Simurgh possesses both extreme physical prowess and magical
qualities.

Having subdued the realms of both the natural and the supernatural,
Isfandiyar faces great cold as his sixth trial. The crippling cold is vanquished
not by Isfandiyar’s heroic efforts, but by the entire army’s prayers and humble
supplications to God. The episode humanizes the hero, who has emerged as
superman or a demigod following his triumphant subjugation of the realms of
natural and supernatural in the first five trials. The sixth trial (the cold)
maintains Isfandiyar’s humanity (as all heroes must be mortal-fhuman] to be
able to engage in heroic deeds and face danger) by pitting him against God’s
own power and forcing him to beg for divine deliverance. During the seventh
trial Isfandiyar discovers Gurgsar’s deceit and saves the army from drowning.
This trial affirms the hero’s sagacity. Cleverness is an essential characteristic
of all great epic heroes. Based on data from other Indo-European epic themes
the articles argues that the episode leading to Isfandiyar’s invulnerability was
his fight with and subsequent smearing of his body by the blood of his
adversaries. The article further claims that the conquest of the Riz'in Dizh
(“invulnerable fortress™) at the end of the process of the seven trials (Haft
Khvan) is the affirmation of the hero’s invulnerability because only an
invulnerable hero (Ru’'in Tan) can conquer an invulnerable fortress (RU’in
Dizh).



Isfandiyar and the Question of His
invulnerability

by
Mahmoud Omid-Salar

This article considers Prince Isfandiyar’s invulnerability as it appears in
written and oral sources. It demonstrates that in the oral sources of the story
of Isfandiyar two opposing, independent traditions exit: one which considers
him to be invulnerable and the other in which he is clearly vulnerable. In the
Avestan and Middle Persian sources, as well as in the early, non-epic Classical
Persian sources, no reference is made to invulnerability, (Zaratusht Namah is
the only exception). The Shahnamah, on the other hand, has three traditions:
one considers the hero himself to be invulnerable, one portrays him as
vulnerable, and one speaks of the invulnerability of his armor. All references
to his invulnerability occur only within the tale of his mortal combat with
Rustam, whereas reference to his vulnerability is contained in the tales of his
earlier battles.

Structurally, the Isfandiyar cycle in the Shahnamah may be divided into
three sections. The first discusses his youth up until the time of his Seven
Trials (Haft Khvan). This phase contains evidence of vulnerability. The
second phase tells the story of the Seven Trials itself. The last phase is the tale
of his final battle with Rustam, in which he is repeatedly called invulnerable.
The article argues that the episode of the Seven Trials structurally mediates
between Isfandiyar’s vulnerability and eventual invulnerability; thus, the
secret of his invulnerability must be contained in his Seven Trials.

In the first three trials Isfandiyar overcomes first wolves, then lions, and
finally a dragon. His body is bathed in the blood of his foes. The change in the
nature of his enemies is a quantitative change, a gradual increase in their
physical power. Isfandiyar’s victory over the beasts and his bathing in their
blood metaphorically represents his victory over the realm of nature. In the
fourth trial he victoriously encounters a witch. This episode represents the
hero’s entry into and triumph over the supernatural. During the fifth trial,
Isfandiyar encounters the legendary bird Simurgh. The bird is also defeated

* Abstract translated by the author.
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kingship well, and was thereby enthroned. Iran’s distress continued during
the ensuing years which the Shahnamah refers to as a seven year period of
drought.

I1I- During this time which encompasses Kay-Kavus’ final years, Kay-
Khusrow ruled as king of Iran. At the start of his reign Kay-Kavis made him
take an oath never to neglect his task of taking revenge upon Afrasiyab. Kay-
Kavus then wrote the text of the oath and asked the heroes to bear witness to
it. Over the years Kay-Khusrow upheld his word by engaging in wars, the
course of which he related to his grandfather. Eventually he vanquished
Afrasiyab before Kay-Kavus’ eyes and killed him in revenge for the slaying of
Siyavash and all the Iranians who had lost their lives at the hands of
Turanians. As if he had held on to life for such an event alone, Kay-Kavus

died shortly after there.
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a fit of anger, he threatens to send Rustam to the gallows for no good
reason. Another time Rustam, following his command, fights and slays
Suhrab, his son, whose identity remains unknown to his father until the fatal
blow is struck. Kay-Kavus then refuses to let Rustam have the medicinal cure,
Nush Daru, that will save Suhrab.

Along with these negative characteristics, Kay-Kavus was also endowed
with positive traits of great significance. First and foremost, he resolutely
refused to make peace with Iran’s enemy, Afrasiyab. He kept alive in his mind
the memory of the ruined cities of Iran, and the massacre of the people,
heroes, and leaders of the country at the hands of Afrasiyab and the
Turanians. He knew that Afrasiyab’s peace proposals were fraught with
cunning and laden with guile. Indeed, Kay-Kavus felt impelled, as if by a
mission, in this regard, and accordingly treated wrongdoers severely. Healso
sought to expand his lands during great wars in which he participated as
commander-in-chief, although the real burden of struggle was carried by the
principal heroes. Furthermore, he took pains to develop and enrich his
country. Regarding his family, he at times showed deep care and affection
towards his grandson, Kay-Khusrow, although he favored his wife Sudabah
over his son, Siyavash. He was a king who on occasion indulged in wine and
feasting. In victory and in defeat he turned to God and worshiped Him
devoutly.

II- This section deals with the second part of Kay-Kavus’ life which
corresponds with the last period of his reign. It seems that the news of
Siyavash’s death in Turan heralded the end of the glorious years of Kay-
Kaviis’ rule. From then on, Iran was reduced to a feudal state with a weak
king at the top. During this period, Rustam traveled to the royal court upon
hearing of Siyavash’s death. There he severely reproached Kay-Kavus whom
he held responsible for the tragedy by succumbing to his wife, Sudabah. He
then entered the King’s inner chambers and slayed Sudabah. Thereupon he
decided to lead an army on a war of reprisal against Turan. He marched
against Turan with an army of 100,000 soldiers, where he remained
for seven years and seized Afrasiyab’s throne. This was the period during
which farrah-yi izadi foresook Kay-Kavus. Neither he nor any other Iranians
were aware that Kay-Khusrow, Siyavash’s son, was in Turan. One night,
however, Surush, (the heavenly messenger), related this fact to Gudarz in his
dream and prophesied that Giv (Gudarz’s son) alone was capable of bringing
Kay-Khusrow and his mother Farangis back to Iran. Without Kay-Kavus’
knowledge, Giv departed on his mission, and after enduring many hardships
over seven years, accomplished the task. The question of Kay-Kavus’
successor lead to a dispute between the heroes Gudarz and Tus which further
demonstrated the king’s weakness. But in his wisdom, the king overcame this
dilemma and appointed Kay-Khusrow, who had passed the prescribed test of
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saved Kay-Kavus’ life on several occasions and always obeyed his will. Every
member of Kay-Kavis’retinue, without exception, agreed that he was a short-
tempered and acrimonious man whose behaviour sometimes approached
madness. He himself was likewise aware of this deficiency, and trying to
Justify it he says, “acrimony is my essence.” He was an ambitious and vain
man who considered himself superior to all the great kings who preceded him
and therefore believed that he should attempt great deeds. Most of his
dangerous undertakings were failures, such as the war against the divs and the
sorcerers of Mazandaran during which he and his army were taken prisoner.
In the end Rustam, having crossed the “Seven Trials,” rescues them. In the
war against the king of Hamavaran, although he emerges victorious, because
he becomes enamoured with the vanquished king’s daughter, Stidabah, and
marries her against the king’s inner wishes, he and his army fall victim to his
strategem and are trapped. During this period the Turks and Arabs take
advantage of Iran’s weakness and invade her, but once more Rustam solves
all the problems. Resorting to the divs who were servile to him, Kay-Kavus
has crystal, golden, and silver palaces constructed. Then he is tricked by the
devil into trying to fly to the heavens. When preparations for this feat are
finalized, his seat is flown up high by the eagles but soon crashes in the woods
of Amul. Once more, he is rescued by Rustam and other heros.

Love of women produces yet other difficulties for him. In particular
Stdabah, the daughter of the king of Hamavaran, creates many problems for
Iran, for Tranians, and for Kay-Kavus himself. She falls in love with
Siyavash, Kay-Kavus’ son by another marriage, and accosts him. But
Siyavash, who was reared by Rustam, declines her propositions. Next,
Sudabah accuses him before Kay-Kavis of having attempted to violate her.
She says she freed herself from him with such a struggle that she miscarried
and lost Kay-Kavus’ offspring. Kay-Kavus puts Siyavash through a test
which proves his innocence. But because of his irresistible love for Sudabah,
he further forces his son to pass through a bed of fire. Siyavash emerges
unharmed and his innocence is proven beyond dispute. Siyavash, who fears
Sudabah’s wiles and mistrusts his father, prefers to move far away from the
capital and goes to fight Afrasiyab. At the same time, because Kay-Kavus
declines Afrasiyab’s equitable proposal, to which he had given his approval,
he is forced to take refuge in the enemy land of Turan. This initiates a tragic
event in our national epic, since Afrasiyab at first receives Siyavash with
affection, gives his daughter Farangis to him in marriage and appoints him to
rule over one of the regions. But in the end, at the instigation of his brother,
he slays Siyavash. The revenge for this murder began the long Irano-Turanian
wars which lasted through the final years of Kay Khusrow’s reign.

Kay-Kavus’ behaviour towards loyal heroes such as Zil and Rustam is also
reprehensible. Although he does not doubt their servility, nationalism, or
loyalty to kingship, and has repeatedly confessed this fact, on one occasion, in



Kay Kavus
The Wilful and Ambitious King

by
Jalal Matini

Kay-Qubad, the first Kiyanid King, avenged the death of Nuzar, the
Pishdadian king, upon the Turanians and pushed them behind the frontier
lines determined by Firiydun. He was a just, serene, and peace-loving king
who continually bid the governors of the provinces to uphold truth, wisdom,
and justice. Finally, when after a long period of rule, he realized his end was
approaching, he appointed his son Kay-Kavus as his heir and urged himto be
just, generous, and upright. Upon Kay-Qubad’s death, Kay-Kavus became
king of Iran.

Kay-Kavus’ character, the events of his long reign, and his attitude towards
different issues call for scrutiny from a variety of different standpoints for he
is unique and prominent among the range of mythic and heroic kings who
appear in the Shahnamah. At the same time his thoughtless and unwise
deeds resulted in a series of hardhships for the people and the heroes. On the
other hand, it is the heroes’ endeavors to remedy these same errors that bring
the Shahnamah to its climactic heights. Indeed, the most outstanding
passages of the Shahnamah pertain to events that occurred during the reign of
Kay-Kavus and his great grandson, Kay-Khusrow, the events of whose reign
are, in fact, a direct sequel to those of Kay-Kavus.

With reference to the Shahnamah, the events of Kay-Kavus’ life may be
divided and studied in the three following parts:

1-From Kay-Kavus’ succession to the throne up to the slaying of Siyavash.

2-From Siyavash’s death until the reign of Kay-Khusrow.

3-Kay-Kavus’ life during the reign of Kay-Khusrow.

I-The article begins with Rustam’s (the greatest Tranian hero) and Gudarz’s
description of Kay-Kavus. They depict Kay-Kavus as wilful, unwise, mad,
ambitious, ungrateful, and unworthy of kingship, while their own spirit of
nationalism, their will to serve their country and their love for their kingis an
undisputed fact, This is especially true of Rustam who, as will be noted later,

* Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.
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prime importance in the development of literature, it underwent particular
changes. In the author’s view, the manner in which the tale was transmitted by
the Saka to other people is as follows:

Iranians borrowed the Rustam and Suhrab tale from the Saka as they did
numerous other Rustam tales. Around 130 B.C. a branch of the Saka came to
settle in eastern Iran in the vicinity of present Sistan (formerly Sakastana)
province which takes its name from them. But the origins of the Saka
influence upon other Iranian tales date from much earlier periods, to the
Median and Achamenid times, since, as can be seen in the Shahnamah, Saka
tales become mingled with Parthian elements later on. This is
convincing evidence that already in Parthian times Saka tales had become
incorporated into Tranian epic literature.

Saka tales were introduced into South Russia by one of the migrating
tribes, the Scythians. They transmitted narrative tales among the Goths of
South Russia, called the Krimean Goths, before the Eastern Slavs came to
this area in the 6th century A.D. and settled in Kiev and Novgorod. This
accounts for the origin of the Russian variant and explains the way in which
the tale was adopted by the Russians from the Goths. The influence of
Scythian art on the Gothic art of South Russia, especially in golden objects, is
well documented, and confirms the channels of influence just mentioned.

The migration route of the Saka tale to Germany seems to have been as
follows:

A branch of the Scythians reached the Black Sea in its migration and later
on settled in the neighborhood of the Goths on the shores of the Black Sea. In
the 4th century A.D. the Goths were pushed toward southern Europe by the
Huns. Thus the Saka tale reached the Goths via the Scythians, who
transmitted it to the Langobardians in southern Europe. The tale then made
its way to the Old Germanic via the Langobardians.

The migration route of the Saka tale to Ireland is similar to its route to
Germany, that is, from the Saka to the Scythian to the Gothic to the Celtic.
This route can further be observed in the Scythian influence on Celtic art
known as Lathenian. In any case, Scythians and Goths were the primary
source of transmission of the Saka tale to the German, Irish and Russian.



“It Is a Story Full of Tears.”

Shahnamah

Origin and interrelationship between four tales on the theme of
father-son conflict

by
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

Varying views exist as to the origin of, and the interrelationships among the
following four narratives, which depict the theme of the father-son conflict:
The Old Germanic lay conflict of Hildebrand and hadubrand; the Old Irish
tale of Cuchulainn and Conlai; the Russian Ilja Muramec, and Sokolnik; and
the Persian epic tale of Rustam and Suhrab. In this article the author outlines
the above four tales and briefly summarizes the Rustam and Suhrab story in
Mandaean, Armenian, and various Caucasian dialects. He also reviews the
theories that have so far been proposed regarding the origin and
interrelationships of these four tales.

It is the author’s belief that with reference to the Saka tale quoted by
Herodotus, (The Histories, Book 4, Chaps. 8-10), the Rustam and Suhrab
tale, together with the other three narratives, are based on a common Saka
origin. After delineating the negative role in which women are depicted in the
Saka, Russian, and several other variants of this tale, and pointing out the
similarities among them, the author suggests the following account to
comprise the original core of the tale: Ahriman (the Evil Spirit), having failed
to vanquish the hero whose mission is a religious one, conceives of the idea of
having him eliminated by a man who equals the hero in strength, namely, the
hero’s own son. Thereupon Ahriman has the hero’s horse’ stolen by a fairy
who subsequently returns it to the hero after they have made love. Intime the
fairy gives birth to the hero’s son who, upon reaching maturity, is sent to fight
against the hero. But once more Ahriman’s strategem comes to naught and
the son is killed by his father.

In due course, the tale was assimilated by different peoples; and in respect
to the new social, historical, cultural, and religious conditions which are of

* Abstract transslated by the Journal's staff.
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Ya‘qubi and Mas‘udr also relate the orally transmitted version of Bahram’s
disappearance in the marshes. Nizamf version of Bahram’s disappearance
may have been based on Kay Khusrow’s disappearance in the cave. Amir
Khusrow’s version of the story is a mixture of Nizami's and Tabari’s versions.

The version of the story told by Firdowsi, while perhaps the most well-
documented, was forgotten, and people continued to relate their own version.

This version has remained popular and was even recorded in elementary
school text books fifty years ago.



Bahram-i Gur’s Grave
by
Mohammad Djafar Mahdjoub

For more than a thousand years an orally transmitted tale has existed in
Iran which tells how the Sassanian Bahram V, “Bahram-i Gur”, died in the
marshes when he was enveloped in quicksand while chasing wild ass. More
accurate stories, however, do not corroborate the popular tale.

Persian and Arabic sources — histories and other documents— concerning
the death of Bahram-i Giir can be divided into two major categories:

1-Bahram died a natural death, and, according to pre-Islamic custom, his
body was placed in a dakhmah. Both Firdowsi and Hamzah-yi Isfahani have
related this version of the story.

2-Bahram disappeared while on a hunt. Most sources have related this
version; however, there are many differences in the details of the events.
Nizami relates that Bahram, like Kay Khusrow before him, disappeared into
a cave. Tabariand Sa‘alibi have related that Bahram fell into a deep well full
of water, and, despite the efforts of his mother, his body was never found.
Mas‘udi and Ya‘qubi, both in a short sentence, relate that Bahram was
engulfed in quicksand while on a hunt. Abu Hanifah-yi Dinavarl mixes the
two versions of the story and relates a composite version. Amir Khusrow
Dihlavi combines the story of the well with the story of the cave. He says that
Bahram fell into a well which in fact was the opening of an endless maze of
caves, and no one heard of him again.

It seems that among these stories Firdowsi’s version, corroborated by
Hamzah, is the most accurate, since it is based on reliable sources, especially
the Khuday Namah.

Bahram was very popular among Iranians, and so the people could not
accept the idea that his death was merely the result of natural causes.

Therefore, from ancient times, the tale of Bahram’s disappearance, and not
his simple death, prevailed among Iranians.

Tabarl, and Sa‘alibi who quotes Tabari, rely on oral sources for their
version of the story, and in most cases give the name of the story-teller. Both

* Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.
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long, faced so many momentous events, and undergone so many changes, and
yet have always remained faithful to their true identity, and never forgotten
their past, nor their present, and have always eagerly anticipate their future.

It might appear that when Iranians became Muslims their ties with their
long and glorious past were severed. It is true that many things changed in
Iran, but the memory of the past was never wiped from the minds of Iranians.
In fact the foreign culture took on Iranian ways and customs much more than
Iranians assimilated elements of foreign culture. The foreigners accepted
Iranian habits of dress, as well as Iranian rituals and festivals.

Great men, such as Firdowsi, became the very embodiment of the spirit of
Tranian resurrection. But even others, who maintained an outward silence vis-
a-vis their pre-Islamic history, were carrying within their hearts and souls the
love and light of Iran. For instance, poets as diverse as Nizami and Hafiz
concerned themselves with ancient Iranian history and reflected this interest
in their poetry.

What other nation do we know that has been as faithful to its ancient
history, rites and rituals, as Tran has been? Is not the fact that the celebrations
of Nu-Ruz has remained, together with all its rituals and customs, for two,
even three thousand years, an indication of the stability and longevity of the
national rites and rituals of Iran?

At Nu-Ruz we should pray. We should pray as Zoroaster did three
thousand years ago:

May evil deeds, be abolished,
And good deeds be victorious.

May lies be defeated,
And virtue triumph over them.

May Khurdad and Murdad win,
Over hunger and famine.

May the evil Ahriman be weakened,
And be forced to flee.



Nu-Ruz*

by
Parviz Natel Khanlari

Nu-Ruz is one of the enduring traditions of our [Iranian] nation. Itis aday
on which the Iranian spirit is manifested. It is a proof that Tran, while ancient,
is still young and powerful. Nu-Ruz is the first day of the new year each and
every year, yet it is also an ancient day centuries old. It is like an old man who
dons a new garment each year to rejoice at having lived so long, and having
survived the vicissitudes of time. The old man, Nu-Ruz, is wearing a multi-
colored garment, but only one color radiates and is visible — the color of Iran.

There has been much said concerning the character and habits of Iranians.
It seems, however, that from the day our forefathers came to this land a hard
and bitter destiny has been determined for us. It was destined that the people
of this land be the guardians of Furiigh-i Izadi(Divine Light), of knowledge,
and of civilization itself. Iranians have been charged with the task of
preserving Divine power from the harm of the evil Ahriman. They have done
this by becoming the barrier between the realm of light — where civilization
grows — and the realm of darkness — where hatred and conflict grow.

Zoroaster, the Iranian prophet, rose from among the people and set down,
in clear terms, the Iranian peoples’ mission. He commanded the Iranians to
fight Ahriman until he was destroyed. The Tranians accepted this heavy task,
which was to become their destiny. The battle was one of enormous
consequence. Farr-i Kiyan and Farr-i Mazda were entrusted to the Tranians,
and it was they who had to ensure that the evil Ahriman would not harm the
Divine Light. The battle between the evil Ahriman and the Iranian hero
continued for many years. The hero aged and his body was weakened, but his
heart and soul remained young. It is this very same hero who each year dons
a multi-colored garment at Nu-Ruz and rejoices in the exploits of his youth.

Some people have criticized we Iranians for having changed our national
identity so much with the vicissitudes of time. But the reality is quite
different. How many peoples can be found in the world who have endured so
* A term which literally means “new day” and designates the Iranian New Year which occurs on the vernal
€quinox.

* Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.



Persian Uzbek Republic. There has also been a move to call Persian 7ajiki. In
the same way that the Afghans stressed the use of Darito refer to the Persian
language.

The foregoing indicates that the Persian language, because it is considered
an important political instrument, is periodically attacked. It is a point that
should be kept in mind by all those interested in keeping Iran intact as a
soverign nation. _

The recent acts against the Persian language by the present rulers of Iran
have included a strenuous effort to establish a base for the Arabiclanguage in
Iran. Thus it is that in Article Sixteen of the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic, the teaching of six years of Arabic in secondary schools has been
declared mandatory. In the World Congress of A’imah-yi Jum‘ah va Jama’at,
it has beendecided that Arabic be declared Iran’s international language.

Furthermore, Persian literature, generally, and Firdowsi’s Shahnamah,
specifically, have been downgraded. Firdowsi has been called “a man apart
from all which is human or humane,” and Shahnamah has been declared “a
book of deceit and lies.” The couples of “nation,” and “nationalism” have
been attacked. “Nationalism” has been called a “traitorous and divisive plot
against the Moslems.” Nevertheless, it is our opinion that the Iranian people
will once agian preserve the Persian language as the mainstay of their
independence and will not allow it to be replaced by Arabic.

J. M.
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Islamization process, the Iranians, individually and collectively, struggled to
maintain their Iranian character mainly through the common bond of their
language. There are numerous examples. One of the Prophet’s closest
companions, Salman-i Farsi, translated the “Fatiha” sura into Persian for
Iranians to recite in their daily prayers. Some “faqihs” pontificated in favor
of making the “Namaz” in Persian. In Bukhara, certain Persian phrases were
used during the prayer. And when the Iranian struggle against the Arabs bore
fruit and led to the establishment of independent states in parts of the country,
Iranian amirs and princes also strived to protect and promote the language.

Ya‘qub-i Lays never allowed the poets to eulogize him in Arabic. A Samanid
Amir secured from the “faqihs” of Khurasan and Transoxania that
Quranic exegeses in Persian were permissible for those who did not speak
Arabic. Abu al-Abbas-i-Isfarayini, Sultan Mahmid Ghaznavi’s Vizir,
ordered the government “divans” to be written in Persian instead of Arabic.
Thus, Persian became Iran’s de facto official, literary, and scientific language.
Its aesthetic richness coupled with its structural and syntactic qualities
enabled it to compete with the official language of Islam, and sometimes
surpass it as a vehicle of philosophical, ethical, literary and scientific
expression.

Furthermore, the introduction of Persian in the Indian sub-continent by
the Ghaznavid armies, and in Asia Minor after Alp-Arsalan’s victory over the
Byzantine Emperor, established two important cultural bases to the east and
west of Iran. In a short time the language extended as far as China in the
orient and the Balkans in Europe. The Moorish traveller, Ibn-i Batutah,
wirtes that Chinese singers sang Sa’di’s ghazal for the prince. Malayan grave
has been known to be marked in Persian. And Muhmmad II, the conqueror
of Byzantium, recited a relevant Persian stanza upon his victorious entry into
Constantinople.

There were also Iranians who persisted in their enmity toward things
Iranian. Salih Ibn Abd-Allah replaced the Pahlavi divan with Arabic during
the rule of Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf Saqaff, the bloodthirsty governor of Iraq in the
first century A.H.. Abd-Allah, son of Tahir zu al-Yaminayn ordered the
Persian books and pamphlets to be burned through all of the land under his
power. Khvajah Ahmad-i Hasan Miymandi, another of Sultan Mahmud’s
vizirs, ordered the “divans” to be written in Arabic again.

During the last century and a half, Persian has often been attacked by
colonial powers. During the first half of the nineteenth century, the British
Viceroy of India declared English to replace Persian as the sub-continent’s
official language. The Soviet government, faced with persistent demands of
the Persian speaking peoples of Central Asia for the preservation of their
language and culture, resorted to the strategem of separating important
centers of Persian language and culture, such as Samarqand, Bukhara,
Khivah, and Farghanah, from Tajikistan and placing them under the non-



The Persian Language:

The Key to Iranian Nationalism
and Independence

The question posed in this articleis: Why were Alexander the Macedonian,
Romans, the Moslem-Arabs, Mongols, and Tamerlane invasions never able
to shatter the national identity of the Iranians, while many civilized and
powerful peoples like the Babylonians, Assyrians, Phoenicians, Elamites and
Aramaeans and others have ceased to exist as living nations? Perhaps the
most succinct answer to the question has been provided by the French writer,
Alphonse Dauset: “As long as a defeated nation preserves her language, she
retains the key to her prison.”

Throughout their tumultuous existence, and certainly during the fourteen
Centuries after the Moslem-Arabs invasion, Iranians preserved their
language as a key to open their way out of bondage. Throughout Iranian
history, the Persian language has been instrumental in the preservation of the
nation’s political independence and reaffirmation of the Iranians’ national
identity. Few nations in the world have owed so much of their national
existence to the properties of their language. Indeed, for over a thousand
years, between the first post-Islamic independent government established in
Iran by Ya’qub-i Lays Saffari and the Safavid era, when Iran was governed
through scattered principalities, many of whose governors were non-
Iranians, only the Persian language and culture remained the bulwark which
preserved the natinal identity of the Iranians. And now, Persian is not only
the official language in Iran, Afghanistan, and Tajikistan, but also a living
language for millions of people in other lands which have had historical
relations with Iran.

The preservation of the Persian language, however, was not an easy matter.
After the Arab invasion and the fall of the Sassanid Empire, the Iranians, like
many other peoples, gradually accepted Islam. But unlike many other
cultured nations who lost their identity to the Arabs through the

* Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.
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