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Iran in Classical Greek Literature®
by Hassan Javadi

The early accounts of Greek travels in Iran are shrouded in myth and legend. It
was a series of successive expeditions by Cyrus, Xerxes, Darius and later on by
Alexander that broadened the geographical vision of the Greeks, whose
knowledge of the Eastern world was scanty. The importance of the Perso-Greek
wars made Aeschylus depart from an unwritten canon of Greek tragedy in
choosing contemporary Persians instead of mythological figures as characters in
his play The Persians. By exaggerating the power and magnificence of the Persian
court, the playwright compliments his countrymen who had defeated the Persians
at Salamis. The first rather detailed geographical account of newly discovered
lands comes from the Greek Scylax, who was sent by Darius to discover the
estuary of the river Sind. Other Greek soldiers and adventurers served in various
Iranian armies and brought back valuable information. Most of these accounts
are incorporated in the great work of Herodotus. The travels of Herodotus in Iran
were not very extensive and it seems that most of his information came from
Hecataeus of Miletus and the Iranian satrap of Sardes. Though Herodotus’
accounts of the customs and manners of various nations living under Iranian
dominance are not always very accurate, he provides by far the most exhaustive
contemporary picture of the world around him.

Besides Herodotus, Xenophon and Ctesias are very significant, as they were
personally involved in the wars between Cyrus II and Ardashir II. Xenophon’s
Anabasis contains his personal memoirs as well as many other observations made
on his way back home, but his Cyropuedia is mostly an idealized picture of Cyrus.

Ctesias of Cnide, who spent seventeen years as a physician at the court of Iran,
was a very prolific writer but the major part of his work has unfortunately been
lost. In his existing Persika, he seems to mix fact with fancy.

* Absiract translated by the author.



The Religious and Historical
Epic Poetry of
the Safavid Period"
by Z. Safa

By ‘historical’ and ‘religious’ epics we mean those narrative compositions in
verse whose significance and subject matter are either historical or religious, and
whose form follows the classical traditional form and prosody of Persian epic
poetry, while their source proper is independent of the basic components of the
national epic poems. The composer of historical and religious epics borrows not
only the traditional meter of the national epic but also some of the words, phrases
and concepts that are embodied in it. In describing the battle scenes, in
ornamenting the theme of strife and feast, and in attributing the characteristics of
the national heroes and their supernatural exploits to historical and religious
figures, the poet follows the same stylistic formulas adopted by poets of national
epics.

The compostion of the historical and religious epic poetry of this genre became
prevalent among Persian poets throughout the 7th and 8th centuries A.H. and
gained even more ground during the Safavid period . The historical epic poems in
the hexameter Mutagarib which were composed throughout Iran. the Ottoman
Empire, and India, recounted the reigns of Teymur, Safavid and Girkanid Kings,
several other rulers and kings of India, Nadir Shah-i-Afshar, and Ottoman Kings.
The majority of these have been discussed in the main body of this paper.
These include the Jang-nama-Yi Kishm (Qishm) and the Jarizn-ndma, which
relate the Irano-Portuguese wars in the Persian Gulf during the reign of the -
Safavid Shah Abbas.

Meanwhile the religious product of the Safavid order, Shi’ism, intrinsically
disseminated superstitious tales attributed to religious leaders. This prepared the
ground for the faithful among poets to compose heroic epic poetry about the
Prophet and a number of Shiite religious figures while availing themselves of the
full use of panegyric hyperbole. In these works the poets used both historical and
fictional tales and themes in order to have a stronger general appeal.

In this section, four religious epic poems will be discussed:

1-Sahibqaran-nama, centered on the son of Azarak-i Sharf known as Hamza
ibn-i ‘Abdullah-i Khariji (d.213 A.H.), whose exploits were later attributed to
Hamza, the paternal uncle of the Prophet; 2-the Shah-nama- -yi Hayrati, an epic
*Abstract translated by the Journal's siaff.



1Y Pl sbasle
poem on Nadir Shah in the hexameter Hazaj; 3-’ Asir'’s Ghazv-nama; and finally,
4-the renowned religious epic, Hamla-Yi Haydari.

Overall, the poets of both genres of seemingly heroic and epic compositions
modelled their works on either Firdowsi’s Shah-nama or Nizamr’s Iskandar-
nama. However, compared to their exemplars, the works in question are at best
mediocre and at worst of quite inferior quality.



Faramarz-nama*
by Djalal Khaleghi

Apart from the narratives already referred to in the first part of this study, tales
in which Farimarz appears alongside other heroes, we know of at least two
Pahlavi texts in which he is depicted as the principal hero. One of these narratives
was translated from Pahlavi into Persian prose by Azad Sarv-i Mahan-i Marvi,
who translated gumerous tales from the Sistani epic cycles toward the end of the
3rd or the beginning of the 4th century A.H. at the court of Ahmad ibn-i Sahl in
Marv. The other was translated by Pirlizan,who acted as tutor to the governor of
Tabaristan, Shams al-Muliik Farimarz ibn-i ‘Al al-Dawla, in the middle of the
Sth century A.H. In the second half of the 5th century A.H., a native poet of Furs-
abad in Marv,(a needy landowner dihgan in his 36th year),versified Azad Sarv’s
prose translation in the village of Piruz-abad (probably near Marv). The text
lacks its concluding section which, it may be assumed, has been lost, or else was
never composed. The poet followed the tradition of Firdowsiand had apparently
versified one or two other texts from the prose works of Azad Sarv (see note 32).

Two short tales from the second narrative cycle were quoted by Shahmardan
ibn-’Abi’l-Khayr-i Raz towards the end of the Sth or the beginning of the 6th
century A.H. and were subsequently versified by an unknown poet. The original
munuscript of this composition is apparently lost, but one-manuscript copy was at
one time available to a Zoroastrian publisher, called Rustam-the-Son-of-Bahram
* Surush (known as Tafti), who published it in Bombay in the year 1324 A.H. along
with three other tales, in a book entitled Faramarz-nama.

About the Akhbar-i Faramarz, which is recorded in the Tarikh- SGtan as a
book consisting of twelve individual volumes, we do not at present have any
additional knowledge. It is probable, however, that Akhbar-i Faramarz was not
an independent tale about Faramarz, but was in fact acompilation in prose of the
two texts mentioned above which were later welded into a single work of perhaps
a different style with ornamentation added. It should be noted that the first
account is set in the period of Kaykavius’ reign, and the second is contemporan-
eous with Kaykhusrow. One may thus regard the second account as a sequeltothe
first, as indeed Taftl has done in his edition of the two verse versions which he
published in India.

* Abstract transiated by the Journal's staff.
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It is hoped that this study elucidates some points regarding the sources of
Persian epic poetry. We will discuss the Pahlavi sources of Persian epic poetry, as
well as the actual contents of the Khuday-nama, in another study at a later date,
so that the Pahlavi sources of Iranian epic literature and the manner in which they

were incorporated into Pahlavi and Persian literature may in time be better
known.



The Relation between Sufism
and Philosophy in Persian Culture*
by Seyyed Hossein Nasr

Because of the popularity of Persian Sufi poetry, it is generally thought by the
Persian public at large that there is an opposition between Sufism and
philosophy, or the love (‘ishg) expressed by the Sufis and the intellect (‘ag/)whose
importance is emphasized by Islamic philosophers of Persia. The relation
between Sufism and philosophy is, however, a2 much more complex one. This
essay seeks to examine the various types of relationship between the two,
summarizing them according to five types:

1. The well-known opposition and enmity which came to the fore especially
with the two Ghazzalis, Sana'i, and later masters of Sufi poetry such as ‘Attir and
Jalal al-Din Rumi. In fact opposition to philosophy became such a fashion of the
day that it influenced Persian poets in general.

2- Gnostic Sufism which, although opposed to falsafah in the particular sense
given to it in traditional Persian culture, develops a world view and philosophy of
its own, This development, usually identified with Ibn ‘Arabr, in reality has its
origin in the works of ‘Ayn al-Qudit Hamadani. Moreover, most of the followers
of this school who commented upon the writings of Ibn ‘Arabi were Persian and
. some of the great later poets, among them Fakhr al-Din ‘Araqi, Shaykh Mahmud

Shabistari and Jami, belonged to this school.
3. Those Sufis and representatives of the esoteric dimension of Islam such as
. Ismafllis who were also philosophers in the technical sense of the term. This class
includes first of all such Ismaqli philosophers as Nasir-i Khusrow; secondly those
figures who were at once Sufis and philosophers such as Afdal al-Din Kashani,
Qutb al-Din Shirazi and Ibn Turkah Isfahani; and thirdly, the School of
Illumination or ishraq and of course its founder,Suhrawardi. In this last case,
Sufism itself led to the establishment of a new philosophical perspectivein Islam.

4. Those philosophers who were either attracted to Sufism, such as Ibn Sina
and Nasir al-Din Tis, or even practiced Sufism, such as Farabi. In their writings,
such as the last part of the ’Isharat of the Ibn Sina, are to be found some of the
strongest examples of the defense of Sufism.

5. Those philosophers who sought and carried out a synthesis between Sufism
and philosophy but began from the side of philosophy rather than Sufism.
*® Abstract translated by the author.




1y s g DSyetti s s}y
Among this group, Sadr al-Din Shirazi and his school are most important.

In conclusion, attention is drawn to the importance of re-examining the
relation between Sufism and philosophy and the role of ‘ag/ itself in the cultural
and spritual life of Persians for the survival of Persian culture itself.



Khiyaban*
by Jalal Matini

The term ‘Khiyaban’ bears a different significance in the Persian works of the
poets from the Indian sub-continent (Pakistan, India and Kashmir) than it does in
its current usage in Iran, where it means ‘road’ or ‘avenue’. On the other hand, the
term Khiyaban is not listed in any Persian or Arabic-Persian dictionary up tothe
11th century A.H. In order to delineate the various meanings of the term, I have
examined both Persian prose and poctry dating from the Sth century A.H.
onwards. I have found that this term has been used in the Persian language to
signify a variety of meanings in different eras as follows:

1-Khiyaban as a proper noun—probably from the 5th century A. H. onwards to
denote a bulizk of a city, or a quarter, or a village.

a-The Buluk of Khiyaban (equivalent to : Khudaban, Khudhaban, Khudayan,
Khudahan) in Herat.

b- Various city quarters: the Khiyaban Quarter in Tabriz, Isfahdn and Kishmar.

¢- The name of two villages in the Shahristan of Mashhad, Khurasin.

2-Khiyaban as a proper or common noun—from the Safavid period onward,
with the following meanings:

a- A Promenade and probably a recreational area: Khiyaban in the city of
Qazvin, in Isfahan (the Chahar-Biq), in Mashhad, in the Qadamgah in
Neyshabur, and in the province of Fars (from the time of the reign of Shh
Tahmasb, 919-984A . H., onwards). s

b- A road or relatively long public passage way paved with stone, connecting
two towns, or passing through forests, to facilitate the crossing of pedestrians and
quadrupeds: Khiyaban in Mazandaran (during the reign of Shah Abbas I).

c- A narrow esplanade through courtyards, separating lines of trees and
crossing the grounds of both public and private gardens. (The term Kkiyaban was
used in this connotation from the first half of the 11th century A.H. in Persian
poetry, and from the first half of the 13th century A.H. onwards in travelogues by
Persian travellers to Europe, and also in the works of writers of the Q3jar period.)
The terms chaman and ravish were used in Persian with this connotation before
Khiyaban gained currency.

d-Bdzar: a roofed passage way lined with shops (in a travelogue of the 13th

® Abstract translated by the Journal's staff.
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century A.H.)

3- Khiyaban as common noun and almost synonymous with its current usage,
avenue or street, from 1281 or 1282 A.H. onwards.

In this section I have reviewed the history of the building of K/iyaban in this
particular sense. I have also enumerated the first Khiyaban (streets) of Tehran
and have given a general description of them during Nasir al-Din Shah-i Qajar’s
reign. Furthermore, I have discussed the oldest usage of the term Khiyabaninthe
above mentioned sense as used in travelogues written by Persian travellers to
Europe, and subsequently I have drawn attention to terms such as Kiicha, Rasta,
Kiicha-bazar, Bazar-i ghayr-i musaqqaf, (equivalent to street or avenue) which
were current before the prevalent use of the term Khiyaban.

4-Kkiyaban as common noun, meaning chaman (equivalent to the Indian
Kiyari, which means a flower bed or miniature garden) and rose garden (current
in the literary Persian of the Indian sub-continent).

In addition to the above mentioned subjects, I have further referred to two
subjects as follows:

1-KHiyaban in Persian or Arabic-Persian dictionaries.

2-The linguistic structure of the term Khiyaban as well as a number of
suggetions for further scholarly research.
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